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What Is Jinn

What we can say about jinn based  on Quranic verses is the following.

1- Jinn and human are two weighty creations of God.

نِلاَقَّثلاَ ھُّیَأ مْكَُل غُرُفَْنسَ

We shall soon make Ourselves unoccupied for you, O you notable two 
(55:31).



What Is Jinn

2- The jinn were created before humans.

3- They were created out of fire as humans were created out of mud. 

مومَُّسلا رِاَّن نمِ لُبَْق نمُِ هاَنقَْلخَ َّناجْلا وَنٍوُنسَّْمٍ إمَحَ نْمِّ لٍاصَلْصَ نمِ نَاسَنلاْا اَنقَْلخَ دَْقَل وَ

Certainly We created man out of a dry clay [drawn] from an aging mud, 
and We created the Jānn earlier out of a piercing fire (15:26-27)



What Is Jinn

نیطِ نمُِ ھَتقَْلخَ وَ رٍاَّن نمِ ىِنَتقَْلخَ ُ ھنْمِّ رْیخَ اَنَأ لَاَق

He said, “I am better than him," he said." You created me from fire and 
You created him from clay” (38:76).

4- They have intellect and free will. They can see, hear and think.

اًدشَرَْ اوَّْرحَت كَئَلوُْأَف مََلسَْأ نْمََف  نَوطُسِاَقلْا اَّنمِ وَ نَومُلِسْمُلْا اَّنمِ اَّنَأو

And among us some are Muslims and some of us are perverse. Yet those 
who submit, it is they who pursue rectitude. (72:14)



What Is Jinn

 َّلا نٌاَذآ مْھَُلوَ اھَِب نَورُصِبُْیَّلا نٌُیعَْأ مْھَُلوَ اھَِب نَوھَُقفَْی َّلا بٌوُلُق مْھَُل سِنلإِاوَ نِّجِلْا نَمِّ ارًیِثكَ مََّنھَجَلِ اَنْأرََذ دَْقَلوَ

نَوُلفِاَغلْا مُھُ كَِئَـلوُْأ ُّلضََأ مْھُ لَْب مِاَعنَْلأاكَ كَِئَـلوُْأ اھَِب نَوُعمَسَْی

Certainly We have created for hell many of the jinn and humans: they 
have hearts with which they do not understand, they have eyes with 
which they do not see, they have ears with which they do not hear. They 
are like cattle; rather they are more astray. It is they who are the heedless 
(7:179).



What Is Jinn

5- Their purpose of creation is like ours.

نوُدُبعَْیلِ َّلاِإ سَنلاْا وَ َّنجْلا تُقَْلخَ امَ وَ

I did not create the jinn and the humans except that they may worship Me
(51:56).



What Is Jinn

6- God sends messengers to them as he sends messengers to us.

 اَندْھَشْ اوُلاَق  اَذھَ مْكُمِوَْی ءَاَقلِ ْ◌مُكَنورُذِنُی وَ ىِتَیاءَ مْكُیَْلعَ نَوُّصُقَی مْكُنمِّ لٌسُرُ مْكُِتْأَی مَْلَ أ سِنلاْا وَ ِ◌نّجْلا رَشعْمَاَی
نیرِفِكَْ اوُنَاك مْھَُّنَأ مْھِسُِفنَأ ىَلعَْ اوُدھَش وَ اَینُّْدلاُ ةوَیحْلا مُھُْتَّرغَ وَ  اَنسُِفنَأ ىَلعَ

O company of jinn and humans! Did there not come to you apostles from 
yourselves, recounting to you My signs and warning you of the encounter 
of this Day?" They will say, We testify against ourselves. The life of this 
world had deceived them, and they will testify against themselves that 
they had been faithless (6:130).



What Is Jinn

7- They have their ranks before God as we have.

نوُلمَعَْی اَّمعَ لٍفَِغِب كَُّبرَ امَ وَ ْ اوُلمِعَ اَّممِّ تٌجَرََد ّ◌لٍكُلِ وَ

For everyone there are ranks in accordance with what they have done; and 
your Lord is not oblivious of what they do. (6:132)



What Is Jinn

8- They have righteous ones and  other believers 

 اًدَدِق قَِئارَطَ اَّنكُ كَلَِذ نَوُد اَّنمِوَ نَوحُلِاَّصلا اَّنمِ اَّنَأوَ

Among us some are righteous and some of us are otherwise: we are 
multifarious sects. (72:11)



What Is Jinn

9- They go to hell or paradise as we go.

سِنلإِاوَ نِّجِلْا نَمِّ ارًیِثكَ مََّنھَجَلِ اَنْأرََذ دَْقَلوَ

Certainly We have created for hell many of the jinn and 
humans (6:130).



What Is Jinn

And addressing jinn and humans in Sura al-Rahman God says:

ّذكَُت امَكُِّبرَ ءِلاَاءَ ِ◌ىَّأِبَفنِاَتَّنجَ ھِِّبرَ مَاَقمَ فَاخَ نْمَلِ وَ ناَبِ

For him who stands in awe of his Lord will be two gardens. So which of 
your Lord's bounties will you both deny? (55:46-47)

ّذكَُت امَكُِّبرَ ءِلاَاءَ ِ◌ىَّأِبَفناَتَّنجَ امَھِنوُد نمِ وَ نِاَبِ

And below these two, there will be two [other] gardens. So which of your 
Lord's bounties will you both deny? (55:62-63)



What Is Jinn

10- Because of their physical constitution they can do things that we 
cannot do. 

ُ ھَعَبْتَأَف عَمَّْسلا قَرَتسْا نِمَ َّلاِإمٍیجَِّر نٍطَیْشَ ِ◌ّ◌لُك نمِ اھَاَنظْفِحَ و نَیرِظِاَّنللِ اھََّنَّیزَ وَ اجًورُُب ءِامََّسلا ىِف اَنلَْعجَ دَْقَل وَ
نٌیِبُّم بٌاھِش

Certainly We have appointed strongholds in the sky and adorned them for 
the onlookers, and We have guarded them from every outcast devil, except 
someone who may eavesdrop, whereat there pursues him a manifest 
flame. (15:16-18)



What Is Jinn

نِذِْإِب ھِیَْدَی َ◌نْیَب لُمَعَْی نمَ ِ◌نّجِلْا نَمِ وَ  رِطْقِلْا َ◌نْیعَُ ھَل اَنلْسََأ وَ رٌھَش اھَحُاوَرَ وَ رٌھْش اھَُّوُدغُ حَیرِّلا نَامَیَْلسُلِ وَ
رِیعَِّسلا بِاَذعَ نْمُِ ھقْذُِن اَنرِمَْأ نْعَ مْھْنمِ غْزَِی نمَ وَ  ھِِّبرَ

And for Solomon [We subjected] the wind: its morning course was a 
month's journey and its evening course was a month's journey. We made 
a fount of [molten] copper flow for him, and [We placed at his service] 
some of the jinn who would work for him by the permission of his Lord, 
and if any of them swerved from Our command, We would make him 
taste the punishment of the Blaze. (34:12)



What Is Jinn

 نْمِّ لٌیلَِق وَ  ارًكْشَُ دوُاَد لَاءَْ اوُلمَعْا  تٍَیسِاَّر رٍوُدُق وَ بِاوَجْلَاك نٍاَفجِ وَ لَیِثامََت وَ بَیرَِّحم نمِ ءُاشََی امَُ ھَل نَوُلمَعَْی
رُوكَُّشلا ىَدِاَبعِ

They built for him as many temples as he wished, and figures, basins like 
cisterns, and caldrons fixed [in the ground]. “O House of David, observe 
thanksgiving, and few of My servants are grateful.” (34:13)

نیظِفِحَ مْھَُل اَّنكُ وَ  كَلِاَذ نَوُد لاًمَعَ نَوُلمَعَْی وَُ ھَل نَوصُوُغَی نمَ نِیطِاَیَّشلا نَمِو

Among the devils were some who dived for him and performed tasks other than 
that, and We were watchful over them. (21:85)



What Is Jinn

11- They do not know ghayb

ْ اوُنَاك وَّْل نَأ ُّنجْلا تَِنَّیَبَت َّرخَ اَّمَلَف ُ ھَتَأسَنمِ لُكُْأَت ضِرَْلأْاُ ةَّباَد َّلاِإ ھِِتوْمَىَلعَ مَّْھلَد امَ تَوْمَلْا ھِیَْلعَ اَنیْضََق اَّمَلَف
نِیھِمُلْا بِاَذَعلْا ىِفْ اوُثِبَل امَ بَیَْغلْا نَومَُلعَْی

When We decreed that Solomon should die, no one knew of his death 
except for a creeping creature of the earth who ate-up his staff. When he 
fell down, the jinn realized that if they had known about the unseen, they 
would not have remained in such a humiliating torment for so long. 
(34:14)



What Is Jinn

نُیطِاَیَّشلا لَُّزنَت نمَىَلعَ مْكُُئِّبَنُأ لْھَ

Should I inform you, on whom the devils descend? (26:221)

مٍیِثَأ كٍاَّفَأ ِ◌ّ◌لُكىَلعَ لَُّزنَت

They descend on every sinful liar. (26:222) 

نوُبذِاكَ مْھُرَثكَْأ وَ عَمَّْسلا نَوُقلُْی

They eavesdrop, and most of them are liars. (26:223)


