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General 
Timeline

From 2-37 the Prophet was accompanied by God’s 
greatest angel and would some=mes hear angels.

From 37-40 the Prophet begins receiving guidance 
through dreams.

From 40-43 the Prophet becomes a prophet 
(mabʿath), prays, and preaches only underground to 
close family and friends who he is sure will convert 

At 43, the Quranic revela=on begins, and the 
Prophet begins preaching in a semi-private way and 
gradually takes the message public.



Private 
Invita)on

• The Quranic revela.on begins when the Prophet is 
43 and within the first 5 months, 46 surahs are 
revealed. 

• During this .me the Prophet is presumably 
preaching in a semi-private way: challenging the 
false beliefs and immoral prac.ces of society, but 
in private gatherings.

• The order of the revela.on of the surahs is as 
follows:



Order of Revela,on

• 1. Surat al-Alaq:
 مَْلَأ ىَّلوََتوَ بََّذكَ نِإ تَیَْأرََأ ىوَقَّْتلابِ رَمََأ وَْأ ىَدھُلْا ىَلعَ نَاكَ نِإ تَیَْأرََأ ىَّلصَ اَذِإ اًدبْعَ ىھَنْیَ يذَِّلا تَیَْأرََأ

 ةَیَنِابََّزلاُ عدْنَسَ ھیَدِانَُعدْیَلْفَ ةٍَئطِاخَ ةٍبَذِاكَ ةٍیَصِانَ ةِیَصِاَّنلابِ اًعفَسْنََل ھَِتنیَ مَّْل نئَِل َّلاكَ ىرَیَ Eََّا َّنَأبِ مَْلعْیَ
بْرَِتقْاوَ دْجُسْاوَُ ھعْطُِت لا َّلاكَ

“Have you seen the one who forbids. A servant when he prays? Have you 
considered that you [may] be upon guidance? Or enjoins righteousness? 
Have you seen if he denies and turns away - Does he not know that God 

sees?  No! If he does not desist, We will surely drag him by the forelock -A 
lying, sinning forelock. Then let him call his associates; We will call the angels 
of Hell.  No! Do not obey him. But prostrate and draw near [to God].” Quran 

96:9-19



Order of Revela,on

• Verses 9-19 refer to someone who forbade the Prophet from 
praying.
• Verse 10 tells us that there was some form of prayer 

prac=ced by the Prophet which included prostra=on as 
indicated by verse 19.
• Tradi=ons name Abū Jahl and al-Walīd ibn al-Mughīrah as the 

culprit 



Order of Revela,on

• 2. Surat al-Qalam:
• Verse 2 and 6 are rebu0als of taunts that he is mad 
• Verse 4 reminds the Prophet of his excellent character from which he must 

derive strength against his enemies
• Verses 48-50 tell him not to lack paCence as Jonah had.

• 3. Surat al-Muzammil 
• Verse 10 menCons “what they say” and “avoid them” in response to real 

taunts 
• Verse11 God promises to take care of the repudiators
• verse 20 menCons a group of believers with the Prophet; they are not able to 

keep the night vigil as long as God had advised them to. 



Order of Revela,on

• 4. Al-Mudathir:
رِّْبكَفَ كََّبرَوَ رْذِنَأفَ مُْق رُِّثَّدمُلْا اھَُّیَأ اَی

“O you who covers himself [with a garment], Arise and warn And your Lord 
glorify.” Quran 74:1-3

• it has been argued that this is the first surah revealed, or at least the 
first to order him to proclaim in public.



Order of Revela,on

• 5. Surat al-FaAha
• some have suggested that it was revealed before ʿAlaq.
• It has no historical significance.

• 6. Surat Lahab
• 7. Surat al-Takwir:
• Verses 8-9 evoke sympathy for the vicCms of a jāhillī custom.

• 8. Surat al-A’la
• 9. Surat al-Layl
• 10. Surat al-Fajr



Order of Revelation

• 11. Surat al-Dhuha
• Ibn Abbas said: “For 15 days, revelaAon was withheld from him, so 

the pagans said, “Muhammad's god has grown angry with him and 
bid him farewell. If his charge had been from God, it would have 
come conAnuously.”

• 12. Surat al-Sharh
• 13. Surat al-Asr



Warn Your Closest Kin

• At the end of Surat al-Shu’ara, (47th in sequence), God reveals the 
Verse of Warning 

نَیِبرَقَْلأْا كََترَیشِعَ رْذِنَأوَ
“and warn your closest kin.” Quran 26:214



Warn Your Closest Kin

• The Prophet calls together 40 men from the clans of Hashim and 
Mu_alib for a feast of mu_on and milk. He asks Ali to make the 
necessary preparaAons.

• But before he can explain the reason for the gathering, his uncle Abu 
Lahab, disperses the crowd.

• The very next day, the Prophet renews his invitaAon and promptly 
addresses his family before his uncle can intervene:



Warn Your Closest Kin

 مكوعدأ نْأ ىلاعت الله ينرمأ دقو ، ةرخلآاو ایندلا يریخب مكتئج دق يّنإ ، بلطّملا دبع ينب ای
؟ مكیف يتفیلخو يّیصوو يخأ نوكیو اذھ يرمأ ىلع ينرزآوی مكّیأف ، ھیلإ

“O sons of Abdul Mu_alib! I have come to you with the best of this 
world and the hereader. Indeed, God has commanded me to invite you 
to it. So who among you will support me in this ma_er and become my 

brother, my vicegerent , and my successor among you?



Warn Your Closest Kin

• Everyone was quiet unAl Ali speaks in support of the Prophet:
 اذھ نّإ : لاقو يتبقرب ذخأف : لاق .ھیلع كریزو نوكأ ، الله يّبن ای :ً اّنس مھثدحأ انأو تلقف
 بلاط يبلأ نولوقیو نوكحضی موقلا ماقف.اوعیطأو ھل اوعمساف ، مكیف يتفیلخو يّیصوو يخأ

عیطتو يلعل عمست نْأ كرمأ دق :
So I said, while I was the youngest of them: O Prophet of God, I will be 
your vizier in this ma_er. The Prophet then placed his hand on my neck 

and said: ‘Verily, this is my brother, my vicegerent and my successor 
among you so listen to him and obey him.’ The elders stood up and 

laughed and said to Abu Talib: He has commanded you to listen to Ali 
and obey him.”



The Earliest Converts

• The first batch to officially join Islam were Ali, Khadijah, Zayd b. 
Haritha, Ja’far b. Abi Talib.

• We can also include Abu Talib who in fact believed in the Prophet 
when he was a newborn.

• Umm al-Fadhl, the wife of Abbas, is an early convert.
• Safiyyah, the Prophet’s aunt is among the early converts as well as 

her son Zubayr ibn Al-Awwam.



The Earliest Converts

• Asma’ bint Umays, the wife of Ja’far ibn Abi Talib joins Islam. (Umm 
al-Fadhl’s half-sister)

• Umm Ayman is an early responder to the PropheAc message. She was 
a servant of the Prophet’s father Abdullah.  She was like a mother to 
the Prophet, especially ader the death of Aminah. He freed her at his 
wedding to Khadijah. She then married a man from Yathrib and they 
had a son named Ayman. She later returned to the Prophet’s 
household for unclear reasons and with the Prophet’s encouragement 
married Zayd b. Haritha. Together they had a son named Usamah. 



The Earliest Converts

• Other notable early converts include: Mus’ab ibn Umayr, Bilal ibn 
Rabah, Ammar ibn Yasir, Yasir, Sumayyah, Abu Dhar, and Abdullah b. 
Mas’ud.

• When did Abu Bakr join Islam?
• The popularized narraAve is that he was the first adult male to 

convert. However, this view is contradicted by some historical 
reports:



The Earliest Converts

 ..لا :لاقف ؟املاسإ مكلوأ ركب وبأ ناكأ :يبلأ تلق" :لاق صاقو يبأ نب دعس نب دمحم نع
”نیسمخ نم رثكأ ھلبق ملسأ دقلو

“Muhammad ibn Sa’d ibn Abi Waqqas said: I asked my father, “Was Abu 
Bakr the first of you to convert to Islam?” He said: “No… in fact, there 

were fidy who converted before him…”

Source: Tarikh Al-Tabari, v. 2, p. 60 



The Earliest Converts

 يبنلا جارعمو ءارسإ ةزجعم روھظ دعب نمآ ركب ابأ نأ نم يناربطلا هاور ام اھنم
 ىلع طقف فصنو ةنسب ةرجھلا لبق اھثادحأ تعقو يتلاو )ملسو ھلآو ھیلع الله ىلص(

قیّدصلاب ذئموی يَمُّسف ،مھلوق
Tabarani reports that Abu Bakr became a believer after the night journey and 
ascension of [the Prophet] which took place almost a year and a half before 

the hijrah. It was then that he became called “al-sideeq”.

Source: Tabarani’s Mu’jam al-Kabeer, v. 24, p. 434



The Earliest Converts

 نب( دیز ملسأ مث ،ملسأ ركذ لوأ ایلع نأ" :دیز نب نسحلا نع يبھذلا هاور ام
!"سماخلا وأ عبارلا ركب وبأ ناكو ،)بلاط يبأ نب( رفعج مث ،)ةثراح

“Ali was the first male to become Muslim, then Zayd, then 
Ja’far and Abu Bakr was the fourth or fiMh.”

Source: Siyar A’lam al-Nubalaa’, v. 1, p. 216



History Repeats Itself

بِاَقعِ َّقحََف لَُسُّرلا بََّذكَ َّلاِإ ٌّلُك نِإ
“Not one (of them) but rejected the messengers, but My punishment 

came justly and inevitably (on them).” Quran 38:14

ّذُك دَْقَف كَوُبَّذكَ نإَِف رِیِنمُلْا بِاَتكِلْاوَ رُِبُّزلاوَ تِاَنِّیَبلْاِب اوؤُآجَ كَلِبَْق نمِّ لٌُسرُ بَِ
“But if they reject you, so indeed were rejected before you messengers 

who came with clear arguments and scriptures and the illuminaAng 
book.” Quran 3:184



Resistance of Quraysh

• The leaders of Quraysh fiercely opposed Islam for various reasons:
• 1. They felt they could not accept one single God and abandon their 

many gods:
بٌاجَُع ءٌيْشََل اَذھَ َّنِإ اًدحِاوَ اھًلَِإَ ةھَلِلآْا لََعجََأ

“Has he reduced our gods to one god? This is indeed an odd thing!” 
Quran 38:5

• Despite their connecAon to Abraham’s religion, his monotheism had 
been adulterated by idol-worship to such an extent that they felt 
Muhammad was preaching a new and unprecedented message.



Resistance of Quraysh

• 2. They felt they could not accept a newly founded religion and 
abandon one that had endured so long.

• This is why the Quran emphasizes Islam’s connection with past 
prophets and with Abraham in particular:

نَیِنمِؤْمُلْا ُّيلِوَُ rّاوَْ اوُنمَآ نَیذَِّلاوَ ُّيِبَّنلا اَذـھَوَُ هوُعَبَّتا نَیذَِّلَل مَیھِارَبْإِِب سِاَّنلا ىَلوَْأ َّنِإ
“Indeed, the most worthy of Abraham among the people are those 
who followed him and this prophet, and those who believe [in his 
message]. And God is the guardian of the believers.” Quran 3:68



Resistance of Quraysh

• 3. They did not want to abandon the culture of their forefathers:
 يِف كَلِبَْق نمِ اَنلْسَرَْأ امَ كَلَِذكَوَ نَوُدَتھُّْم مھِرِاَثآ ىلَعَ اَّنِإوَ ةٍَّمُأ ىلَعَ اَنءاَبآ اَندْجَوَ اَّنِإ اوُلاَق لَْب

نَوُدَتقُّْم مھِرِاَثآ ىَلعَ اَّنِإوَ ةٍَّمُأ ىلَعَ اَنءاَبآ اَندْجَوَ اَّنِإ اھَوُفرَْتمُ لَاَق َّلاِإ رٍیذَِّن نمِّ ةٍَیرَْق
“They said, “We found our forefathers on a parAcular path, and we 

shall be guided by their footsteps. Likewise, we never sent a warner to 
any city but that the decadent among them said, “We found our 

forefathers on a parAcular path, and we shall follow in their footsteps.” 
Quran 43:22-23 



Resistance of Quraysh

• 4. They feared losing their posiAon of power among the Arabs:
• By challenging the status quo, he was undermining their 

superiority over other tribes



Resistance of Quraysh
• 5. Other clans felt jealous of the clan of Hashim:

 معن انلقف ةباجحلا انیف اولاق ,يصق ينب نأ ءيش ينعنمی نكلو قح لوقی ام نأ ملعلأ ينإ اللهو
 اومعطأ مث معن انلقف ءاوللا انیف اولاق مث معن انلقف ةودنلا انیف اولاق مث معن انلقف ةیاقسلا انیف اولاق مث

لعفأ لا اللهو يبن انم اولاق بكرلا تكاحت اذإ ىتح انمعطأو
“I know what Muhammad says is true. However, the children of Quṣayy

said, “We want to be in charge of draping the Kaʿbah,” and we 
conceded. They said, “We want the governing council to be among us,” 

and we conceded. They said, “The banners should be in our hands,” 
and we conceded. Then they gave us the duty of feeding the pilgrims 

and we became equal. But now they say, “The Prophet is from us.” No, 
by God! We shall not accept this.”



Resistance of Quraysh

• 6. They felt the security of Mecca would be compromised:
 لُِّك تُارَمََثھِیَْلِإ ىَبجُْی اًنمِآ امًرَحَ مْھَُّل نكِّمَُن مَْلوََأ اَنضِرَْأ نْمِ فَّْطخََتُن كََعمَ ىَدھُلْا عِِبَّتَّن نِإ اوُلاَقوَ

نَومَُلعَْی لاَ مُْھرََثكَْأ َّنكِلَوَ اَّنُدَّل نمِ اًقزْرِ ءٍيْشَ
“They said, “If we follow this guidance along with you, we shall be 

expelled from our land.” Did we not place them in a safe sanctuary to 
which all sorts of produce was brought as sustenance from us? But 

alas, most of them do not know.” Quran 28:57



Resistance of Quraysh

• 7. They didn’t feel that Muhammad fit the mold of a prophet:
ُھَعمَ نَوُكَیَف كٌلَمَ ھِیَْلِإ لَزِنُأ لاَوْلَ قِاوَسَْلأْا يِف يشِمَْیوَ مَاَعَّطلا لُُكْأَی لِوُسَّرلا اَذھَ لِامَ اوُلاَقوَ

ارًیذَِن
“They said, “What is with this messenger? He eats food and walks in 
the market. Why doesn’t an angel come down to him to be a warner 

alongside him?” Quran 25:7



Resistance of Quraysh

• The Quran’s response to the objecAon that the Prophet doesn’t fit the 
mold of prophet:

 مُْكضَعَْباَنلَْعجَوَ قِاوَسَْلأْا يِف نَوُشمَْیوَ مَاَعَّطلا نَوُلُكْأَیَل مْھَُّنِإ َّلاِإ نَیلِسَرْمُلْا نَمِ كَلَبَْق اَنلْسَرَْأ اموَ
ارًیصَِب كَُّبرَ نَاكَوَ نَورُِبصَْتَأً ةَنْتِف ضٍعَْبلِ

“And We did not send before you, [O Muhammad], any of the 
messengers except that they ate food and walked in the markets. And 
We have made some of you [people] as trial for others - will you have 

paAence? And ever is your Lord, Seeing.” Quran 25:20



Resistance of Quraysh

• 8. They wanted flashy miracles:
ّلكَُیَ لاوَْل نَومَُلعَْیَ لا نَیذَِّلا لَاَقوَ  مْھِلِوَْق لَْثمِّ مھِلِبَْق نمِ نَیذَِّلا لَاَق كَلَِذكٌَ ةَیآ اَنیِتْأَت وَْأُ rّا اَنمُِ

نَوُنِقوُی مٍوَْقلِ تِاَیلآا اَّنَّیَب دَْق مْھُُبوُلُق تْھََباشََت
“Those who do not know say, "Why does God not speak to us or there 

come to us a sign?" Thus spoke those before them like their words. 
Their hearts resemble each other. We have shown clearly the signs to a 

people who are certain [in faith].” Quran 2:118



Resistance of Quraysh

• 9. They felt their fate was sealed, and that they had no choice but to 
be pagan:

نَوصُرُخَْی َّلاِإ مُْھ نِْإ مٍلْعِ نْمِ كَلَِذِب مھَُل اَّم مُھاَندَْبعَ امَ نُمَحَّْرلا ءاشَ وَْل اوُلاَقوَ
“They said, “If the All-Merciful had wished, we wouldn’t have 

worshipped these idols.” They cannot be certain of this. They only 
conjecture.” Quran 43:20



Resistance of Quraysh

• 10. They were arrogant:
نَورُِبكَْتسَْیُ rَّا َّلاِإَ ھلَِإ لاَ مْھُلَ لَیِق اَذِإ اوُناكَ مْھَُّنِإ

“When they are told that there is no god but God, they are arrogant.” 
Quran 37:35 


