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Lesson 4



Marital Life

* The marriage of the Prophet and Khadijah was a blissful one.

* Khadijah may have married down in terms of wealth but what she
saw in the Prophet was more important than that.

* Children arrived quickly, cementing the couple’s bond.
* The couple loses there first son, Qasim, before his second birthday.

* The Prophet’s lack of a male heir was the reason why he would
remain as an ‘abtar’ in the eyes of Meccan society.



Marital Life

* Despite Khadijah's great wealth, the couple lived a simple life.

* They shared each others values and were disturbed by the inequities
of Meccan society.

* They lived their joint life accordingly, wearing homespun linen instead
of the ostentatious silks of the elite, darning and mending clothes
instead of purchasing new ones, and giving most of their income in
food and alms.



The Birth of Ali

* It was Friday, the 13th of Rajab, when Abu Talib and Fatima were
circuiting the Ka'bah, that Fatima felt her labor pains begin. Fatima
turned with full resolve toward God and said:
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The Birth of Ali

“My Lord! | firmly believe in you and in all your messengers and books.
And | affirm the teachings of my forefather, Abraham. He built this
ancient house, so | swear by the one who built this house and by the
child who is in my womb that you make my labor easy for me.”

Source: Bihar al-Anwar, v. 35, p. 36



The Birth of Ali

* The Prophet was with the couple, and he took his uncle by the hand,
who in turn took his wife by the hand, and he led her toward the
structure of the Ka'bah.

* Abbas ibn Abdul Muttalib and others who were sitting around the
Ka'bah witnessed the wall of the Ka'bah, opposite its door, spilt open,
and she was able to walk in easily. As soon as she entered, the wall

closed up again. They ran to the point where she entered and then to

the door, but found they were unable to enter. Muhammad assured
them that what they had just witnessed was a miracle of God.




The Birth of Ali

* For three days, Fatima bint Asad remained inside the Ka'bah. On the
third day, when she exited, she presented her newborn son to Abu
Talib, who named him Ali. He was born without any blood being spilt
in the Ka'bah. And he was born with his umbilical cord severed and
fully circumcised.

* The Prophet is reported to have said on the occasion, “On this night, a
child has been born to us through whom God will open a myriad
doors of blessing and mercy.”



The Restoration of the Ka’bah

* Five years before the commencement of the prophetic mission, the
Ka’bah was damaged by a flood.

e Quraysh decided to finance the rebuilding from only lawfully earned
money.

* When it came time to replace the Black Stone, there was nearly an
all-out fight.

* Umm Salamah’s father, Abu Umayyah ibn al-Mughirah proposed that
they accept the arbitrated solution of the next person to enter the
mosque through the Salam gate; it was Muhammad, the Trustworthy;
he placed the stone on a large fabric, had all tribes have a member lift
it, and then he placed the stone in place.



Ali Enters the Prophet’s Household

* Four years before the bi'thah, there was a severe draught in Mecca.

* Abu Talib had a large family (Talib, Aqil, Ja'far, and Ali)but was
financially strained.

* The Prophet suggested to Abbas that they help Abu Talib by taking
some of his children; Abu Talib said, “Leave ‘Aqil with me, and take
any of the others whom you can.” Hamzah took Ja far. Abbas took
Talib. The Prophet took Ali (6 y/o0), and said, “I chose him whom God
chose for me.”



Ali Enters the Prophet’s Household
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“and you knew my position with the Messenger of God through my
close kinship and special standing. When | was only a child he took
charge of me. He used to press me to his chest and lay me beside him
in his bed, bring his body close to mine and make me smell his
fragrance. He used to chew something and then feed me with it. He
found no lie in my speaking, nor misconduct in action.”

Source: Nahjulbalagha, sermon 192



Preparation for Prophethood

* 1. From childhood he was spoken to by angels <5334 and was watched
over and trained by them:
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“From the time he was weaned, God sent the greatest of his angels to

accompany him and lead him, day and night, down a path to nobility
and virtue.”- Imam Ali (a)

Source: Nahjulbalagha sermon 192



Preparation for Prophethood

* 2. When he was 37, he began to see inspired dreams.
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“When the Prophet reached 37 years, he used to see the following dream
while he slept: it was as though someone was approaching him while he was
in the mountains herding Abu Talib’s goats. He said to him, “O Messenger of

God!” He asked the person, “Who are you?” He replied, “l am Gabriel. God

has sent me to you because he wants to make you a messenger.” And the

Messenger of God would conceal this [from people].”

Source: Qasas Al-Anbiya of Al-Rawandi, p. 315



Preparation for Prophethood
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“..then Gabriel brought water from heaven and told him, “O
Muhammad, stand and perform the wudu’.” Then he taught him the
wudu’ [by washing] on his face and his arms from the elbows, and
wiping his head and two feet up to the ankles. Then he taught him the
sujood and the ruku’

Source: Qasas Al-Anbiya of Al-Rawandi, p. 315



Preparation for Prophethood

* |t seems during this 3-year period his prayer consisted only of sujood
per the following tradition:
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“Imam Ali said, “I prayed before other people for seven years. We used

70

to do sujood and not ruku’.

Source: Sharh Nahjulbalagha, v. 3, p. 258



The Beginning of Prophethood

* 3. When he was 40, he was appointed as a prophet but not a
messenger to the people. This is what happened on the 27t of Rajab
in 610 C.E. Shia sources are unanimous in naming this date and the
age of 40 is the beginning of prophethood:
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The Beginning of Prophethood

“When the Prophet left off trading in Syria, and he had given all that
God had provided him through his business as charity, he used to go to
Hira every morning, climb it, and look from its peak at the
manifestations of God’s mercy, at the various wonders he had created
out of his mercy and at his creation’s fresh perfection. He would
ponder over the sky, the earth, the sea, and the desert, and derive
lessons from these things, and worship God as he deserves to be
worshipped.”

Source: Tafseer Al-Imam Al-Askari, p. 157



The Beginning of Prophethood
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“The Prophethood was given to him when he was 40 years old. At that
time, Israfil was assigned to him for three years. He used to teach him
various things, but he did not reveal the Quran to him. After three
years were over, Gabriel was assigned to him and he revealed the
Quran to him for ten years in Mecca and ten years in Medina.”

Source: Tarikh Al-Tabari, v. 2, p.. 110



The Beginning of Prophethood

* No reliable Shia source says that Surat al-A’lag or any part of the
Quran was revealed on the day of the mab’ath.

* It seems that during this 3-year period, the main activity of Muslims
Wwas prayet.



The Beginning of Prophethood

“Abu Talib came to the Messenger of God along with Ja'far. He
observed the Messenger with Ali next to him praying. He told Ja'far,
“Go and pray next to your cousin.” So Ja far stood on his other side. So
when Ja'far stood to his left, the Messenger of God stepped forward
between them both. When Ali, Khadijah, and Ja'far had accepted Islam,
Zayd ibn Harithah al-Kalbi accepted after them. Thereafter Ali, Ja'far,
Zayd, and Khadijah would pray behind the Messenger of God.”

Source: Tafseer AI-Qummi, See 15:94



The First Revelation

» Seclusion or <iiai in the Cave of Hira’ was a tradition begun by Abdul
Muttalib.

 Some scholars have said that the word tahannuth comes from the
word hinth, which means the violation of an oath, and so more
generally sin, and tahannuth is accordingly said to mean ‘doing some
work so as to escape from sin or crime.

* The Prophet (s) would go in the month of Ramadan sometimes with
family and at other times alone. He used to provide himself with
barely porridge and water and then directly head for the hills.



The First Revelation

 Why did he enjoy this type of solitude ?

* He would separate from worldly distraction, contemplate the signs
and favors of God, and praise God while gazing at the Ka'bah.

* The Prophet felt deeply distressed by the corruption he witnessed
and needed some time to contemplate over how to bring about
the necessary social reforms.



The First Revelation
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“Every year he used to go in seclusion to the hill of Hira', where | saw him but
no one else saw him. In those days Islam did not exist in any house except
that of the Prophet of God - peace and blessing of God be upon him and his
descendants - and Khadijah, while | was the third after these two. | used to
see the light of the revelation and message, and and smell the fragrance of

Prophethood.”

Source: Nahjulbalagha sermon 192



The First Revelation

* When he was 43, he received the first revelation in the Cave of Hira’
in the month of Ramadan, 613 C.E.
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“Read in the name of your Lord who created— created man from a
dangling clot. Read, for your most gracious Lord, who taught the use of
the pen, has hereby taught man what he did not know.” Quran 96:1-5



The Revelation of the Quran

* The entire Quran was revealed at this time.

* It was revealed instantaneously on the Night of Decree in the year
613 C.E:
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“IThe designated days of the fast are] the month of Ramadan in which
the Qur’an was revealed...” Quran 2:185



The Revelation of the Quran

* Then it was revealed gradually over a span of 20 years:
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“We have divided the book into parts so that you might recite it for
people gradually, and we sent it down piecemeal.” Quran 17:106



The Myth of a Bewildered Prophet

* The myth of the bewildered and confused Prophet°
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“The commencement of the Divine revelation to the Messenger of God was in the
form of good dreams which came true like bright daylight, and then the love of
seclusion was bestowed upon him. He used to go in seclusion in the cave of Hira

where he used to worship continuously for many days before his desire to see his

family. He used to take with him the journey food for the stay and then come back
to (his wife) Khadija to take his food likewise again...



The Myth of a Bewildered Prophet
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“till suddenly the Truth descended upon him while he was in the cave of Hira. The
angel came to him and asked him to read. The Prophet replied, "I do not know how
to read." The Prophet added, "The angel caught me (forcefully) and pressed me so
hard that | could not bear it anymore. He then released me and again asked me to
read and | replied, 'l do not know how to read.' Thereupon he caught me again and
pressed me a second time till | could not bear it anymore. He then released me and
again asked me to read but again | replied, 'l do not know how to read (or what
shall | read)?' Thereupon he caught me for the third time and pressed me, and then
released me...



The Myth of a Bewildered Prophet
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“and said, 'Read in the name of your Lord, who has created (all that exists), created
man from a clot. Read! And your Lord is the Most Generous...” Then the Messenger
of God returned with the Inspiration and with his heart beating severely. Then he
went to Khadija bint Khuwaylid and said, "Cover me! Cover me!" They covered him
till his fear was over and after that he told her everything that had happened and
said, "l fear that something may happen to me." Khadija replied, "Never! By God,
God will never disgrace you. You keep good relations with your kith and kin, help
the poor and the destitute, serve your guests generously and assist the deserving
calamity-afflicted ones...



The Myth of a Bewildered Prophet
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“Khadija then accompanied him to her cousin Waraqa bin Nawfal bin Asad bin
'‘Abdul 'Uzza, who, during the pre-Islamic Period became a Christian and used to
write the writing with Hebrew letters. He would write from the Gospel in Hebrew
as much as Allah wished him to write. He was an old man and had lost his eyesight.
Khadija said to Waraqa, "Listen to the story of your nephew...”



The Myth of a Bewildered Prophet
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Waraqa asked: "O my nephew! What have you seen?" The Messenger of God
described whatever he had seen. Waraqa said, "This is the same one who keeps the
secrets (angel Gabriel) whom God had sent to Moses. | wish | were young and could

live up to the time when your people would turn you out." The Messenger of God
asked, "Will they drive me out?" Waraqga replied in the affirmative and said,
"Anyone (man) who came with something similar to what you have brought was
treated with hostility; and if | should remain alive till the day when you will be
turned out then | would support you strongly.” But after a few days Waraqa died
and revelation was also paused for a while.

Source: Al-Bukhari



The Myth of a Bewildered Prophet

* In Bukhari under the book of the interpretation of dreams there is a
narration that says:
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“But after a few days Waraqa died and revelation was also paused for a
while and the Prophet became so sad as we have heard that he
intended several times to throw himself from the tops of high
mountains and every time he went up the top of a mountain in order
to throw himself down...”



The Myth of a Bewildered Prophet
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“Gabriel would appear before him and say, 'O Muhammad! You are indeed

God's Messenger in truth” whereupon his heart would become quiet and he

would calm down and would return home. And whenever the period of the

coming of the inspiration used to become long, he would do as before, but

when he used to reach the top of a mountain, Gabriel would appear before
him and say to him what he had said before...”

Source: Al-Bukhari



The Myth of a Bewildered Prophet

* Problems with this narrative:

* Most of the traditions that are the source of this narrative come through the
House of Zubayr, which has family ties to Khadijah and Waraqa:
* Urwah ibn Al-Zabayr from Aisha (whose sister Asma’ was married to Zubayr)

* Isma’ll ibn Abt Hukaym, an ally of the House of Zubayr

* Wahb ibn Kaysan, an ally of the House of Zubayr from ‘Abd Allah ibn Zubayr from ‘Ubayd

e Zubayr ibn al-'‘Awwam ibn Khuwaylid ibn Asad was the nephew of Khadijah and of
Waraqah

* the House of Zubayr were contenders for the caliphate after Karbala'.

* They were likely trying to aggrandize the role of their kinsfolk in the
first revelation.



The Myth of a Bewildered Prophet

* Another problem with this narrative is that is portrays the Prophet as
being uncertain and doubtful his own mission.

* It contradicts what we rationally know about prophets. How can we
expected to be certain if the Prophet himself was not certain?!

* The Quran explicitly states that the Prophet was endowed with
insight and certainty with regard to his mission:



The Myth of a Bewildered Prophet
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“Say: This is my path. | call to God. | and those who follow me are with
insight...” Quran 12:108
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“Say: | am with proof from my Lord...” Quran 6:57



The Myth of a Bewildered Prophet

b Al g dale 411 L ) gy iy al S D) 4l sl e (oY B JB 5515 o0
3 Y gy e 2851 130 40 ) £ 0N 1 38 Ul Ay § 35 Laa lld 658 o Al 3 Cm 4t
Ay o 3 (g Jia ) O (e Aty [sI] RS ¢ B 11 5 AbpSd) agle

“Zurarah asked Imam al-Sadiqg, “How is it that the Messenger of God did not
fear that what came to him from God might be insinuations from Satan?”
The Imam replied, “When God makes a person a messenger, he sends down
tranquillity and certainty on him. Thereafter, what comes to him from God is
as certain as what he sees.”

Source: Tafseer Al-Ayyashi



