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The Year of Grief

• Shortly a*er the end of the blockade Abu Talib passed. 
 تلفك مع ای :لاقف ،ىجسم وھو بلاط يبأ ھمع ىلعھلآو ھیلع الله ىلص الله لوسرلخد

ھلسغبایلع رمأ مث ،اریخ ينع الله كازجف ،اریبك ترصنو اریغص تیبرو امیتی
The Prophet said the following at his deathbed: 

“You assumed care of me as an orphan. You raised me as a child, you 
aided me in my adulthood. May God reward you on my behalf with the 

best reward.” 



The Year of Grief

 ھترضح املف ،نامیلإا رسأو رفكلا رھظأ بلاط ابأ نإ "ملاسلا ھیلع قداصلا ماملإانع
 اھب كل سیلف اھنم جرخأ :ملسو ھلآو ھیلع الله ىلص الله لوسرىلإ لجو زع الله ىحوأ ةافولا

رصان
“Indeed, Abu Talib was outwardly displaying disbelief but concealing 

faith. When he died, Gabriel revealed to the Prophet: Depart for you no 
longer have a helper in this place.”- Imam Al-Sadiq 



The Year of Grief

• Khadijah died shortly a*er (between 3 to 35 days a*er).
• She had spent her enNre fortune to financially support the Prophet 

and the Bani Hashim during the boycoR.
• Upon her death, the Prophet wrapped her with his own garments and 

buried her.
• The Prophet buried Khadijah and Abu Talib in the Hashimī graveyard 

at Maʿlā



The Status of Khadijah
 ـَةشَئِاعَ نْعَ ،ھِیبَِأ نْعَ ،مٍاشَھِ نْعَ ،صٌفْحَ اَنَثَّدحَ ،يبَِأ اَنَثَّدحَ ،نٍسَحَ نِبْ دَِّمحَمُ نُبْ رُمَُع ينَِثَّدحَ
 ىلَعَ تُرْغِ امَ ملسو ھیلع الله ىلصِ يّبَِّنلا ءِاسَنِ نْمِ دٍحََأ ىلَعَ تُرْغِ امَ تْلَاَق ـ اھنع الله ىضر
َّمُث َ،ةاَّشلا حََبَذ امََّبرُوَ ،اھَرَكْذِ رُثِكُْی ملسو ھیلع الله ىلص ُّيبَِّنلا نَاكَ نْكِلَوَ ،اھَُتیَْأرَ امَوَ َ،ةجَیدِخَ
َّلاإٌِ ةَأرَمْا اَینُّْدلا يفِ نُْكَی مْلَُ ھَّنَأكَُ ھلَ تُلُْق امََّبرَُف َ،ةجَیدِخَ قِئِاَدصَ يفِ اھَُثَعبَْی َّمُث ،ءًاضَعَْأ اھَُعطَِّقُی

ٌ.دلَوَ اھَنْمِ يلِ نَاكَوَ ،تَْناكَوَ تَْناكَ اھََّنإِ لُوُقَیَفُ.ةجَیدِخَ
“I did not feel jealous of any of the wives of the Prophet as much as I did of Khadija 

though I did not see her, but the Prophet used to men?on her very o@en, and 
when ever he slaughtered a sheep, he would cut its parts and send them to the 
women friends of Khadija. When I some?mes said to him, "(You treat Khadija in 

such a way) as if there is no woman on earth except Khadija," he would say, 
"Khadija was such-and-such, and from her I had children.”- A’isha

Source: Sahih Bukhari



Unsuccessful Hijrahs
• A*er Abu Talib’s death, God tells the Prophet, “Leave Mecca, for your 

supporter is dead. 
• He and Ali travel for 10 days to Banū ʿĀmir ibn Ṣaʿṣaʿah and calls them 

to Islam, reads from the Quran to them, and asks for their support. 
Their leader replies: 

“Tell me, if we submit to your rule, and then God makes you victorious 
over your opponents, will we rule a?er you?”

The Prophet replied, “Ruling is God’s prerogaEve. He places it in the 
hands of whomever he wishes.”

The leader replies, “Is it right that the Arabs take aim at our throats 
instead of yours, but when God makes you victorious, rule goes to other 

than us? We have no interest in your rule 



Unsuccessful Hijrahs
• The Prophet, Imam Ali and Abu Bakr travel to the tribe of Rabi’ah.

• Abu Bakr nominates himself as the spokesperson and interrogates the tribe 
regarding their genealogy.  He discovers that they are a lowly tribe. 

• Feeling insulted, the tribe of Rabi’ah ques?on him about his tribe and they 
too discover that Abu Bakr belongs to the lackluster clan of Banu Taym.

• Next, the Prophet, Imam Ali and Abu Bakr travel to Banu Shaybān for 
13 days.

• This aRempted emigraNon also ends in failure.
• It’s noteworthy that Imam Ali accompanied the Prophet on all his 

hijrah aRempts.



The Journey to Ta’if
• Where is Ta’if? A city 100km southeast of Mecca which was home to 

Banu Thaqif.
• It’s a city with a high alNtude and thus its weather is cooler than 

Mecca.
• Ta’if carried religious significance because it housed one of the three 

main idols of Arabia (al-Laat).
• He travels for 40 days to al-Ṭāʿif to speak to the Thaqīf tribe.
• He is accompanied by Imam Ali and Zayd ibn Ḥārithah.



Unsuccessful Hijrahs
• He approaches the 3 leaders of Thaqīf: ʿAbd Yalīl, Masʿūd, and Ḥabīb, 

the 3 sons of ʿAmr. A*er he makes his pitch, one says: “I would rip the 
kiswah from the Kaʿbah if God actually sent you.” 

• The second asked, “Did God find no one beRer than you to send?” 
• The third said, “I shall not speak to you further. If you are in fact a 

messenger from God, as you claim, then you are too important for 
anything I have to say to maRer. And if you are lying about God, then I 
should not be caught talking to you.” 



Unsuccessful Hijrahs
• The Prophet lost hope of convincing them. 
• They ordered their children and slaves to aRack the Prophet.
• The Prophet found sanctuary in a garden belonging to the Makhzūmī

brothers, ʿUtbah ibn Rabīʿah (father of Hind) and Shaybah ibn Rabīʿah. 



Unsuccessful Hijrahs

• Taking refuge, he says the following prayer:
•  تنأ ، نیمحارلا محرأ ، سانلا ىلع يناوھو ، يتلیح ةلقو ، يتوق فعض وكشأ كیلإ مھللا

 ، ينمھجتی ودع ىلإ ، ينلكت نم ىلإ ، نیمحارلا محرأ
• O God! I peNNon You regarding the weakness of my body, the dearth 

of my ingenuity, and my lack of status in these people’s eyes. O Most 
Merciful! You are the Lord of the weakened, and You are my Lord. At 

whose mercy will you leave me? At the mercy of one who lacks 
kinship to me and thus frowns upon me? 



Unsuccessful Hijrahs
 ، يل عسوأ كتیفاع نأ ریغ ، يلابأ لاف يلع نابضغ نكت مل نإ ، يرمأ ھتكلم بیرق ىلإ وأ
 يب لزنت نأ ، ةرخلآاو ایندلا رمأ ھیلع حلصو ، تاملظلا ھل تقرشأ يذلا كھجو رونب ذوعأ

كب لاإ ةوق لاو لوح لاو ، ىضرت ىتح ىبتعلا كل ، كطخس يلع لحت وأ ، كبضغ
“At the mercy of my enemy whom You have empowered over me? As 

long as You are not angry with me, I care not. The well- being You have 
given me is sufficient for me. I seek refuge in the resplendence of Your 
face, by which darkness is made light and through which all the affairs 
of this world and the next are made right, from being afflicted by Your 
anger or being visited by Your displeasure. I repent to You Nll You are 

saNsfied. There is no power or strength save through You.”



Unsuccessful Hijrahs

• Their slave ʿAddās, presented some fruits to the Prophet to eat. When 
the Prophet says, “bismillāh” before eaNng, ʿAddās is intrigued. He 
says, “This is something that the people of this city do not say.” 

• The Prophet asked where he was from, to which he answers that he is 
a ChrisNan from Ninevah. The Prophet comments, “You are from the 
city of the Righteous man, Jonah son of AmiRai.” ʿAddās asks, “What 
do you know about Jonah?” He replies, “He is my brother. He was a 
prophet, and I am a prophet.” Upon hearing this, ʿAddās began kissing 
the Prophet’s head, hands, and feet. 



Unsuccessful Hijrahs
• Following his rejecNon in Ta’if, he visited delegaNons of pilgrims as 

they came to Mecca for Umrah and Ḥajj. His message to the leaders 
of each was: 

 ملف ،يبر تلااسر غلبأ ىتحلتقلانم يب داری امم ينوعنمت نأ دیرأ امنإ ،مكنم ادحأ هركأ لا
ھب ملعأ لجرلا موق :نولوقی اوناكو ،دحأ ھلبقی

“I shall not force any of you to believe. I only want you to defend me 
against those who threaten to kill me so that I can convey my Lord’s 

message.”
But no one accepted his call. They said, “A man’s people know him 

best.” 



Trouble in Yathrib
• In Yathrib, the Aws and the Khazraj were two powerful tribes with a 

long-standing history of civil war.
• The BaRle of Bu’ath was the fourth and latest clash and it had 

increasingly polarized the community.
• Yathrib’s moderate clansmen propose elecNng a single leader to unify 

the city.
• Abdullah ibn Ubayy, the chief of Khazraj, posiNons himself as the 

leading contender because he refused to fight with his tribe against 
the Aws on grounds that it was an unjust war. 

• When the war quelled, both sides agreed to make Abdullah their 
ruler/ king.



Trouble in Yathrib
• According to Ibn Sa’d’s narraNon, when the conflict between the 

tribes of Aws and Khazraj reached its peak, Asʿad ibn Zurārah and 
Dhakwān ibn ʿAbd Qays, members of Khazraj, traveled to Mecca  
during Rajab to seek help against the Aws.

• This trip took place during the blockade between 5AB-10AB
• They encounter ʿUtbah ibn Rabīʿah. They put their request to him. He 

replies:
“Our city is distant from yours, and we have troubles that won’t allow 

us to engage in any other.”



Trouble in Yathrib
• As’ad asked, “What troubles could you possibly have considering that 

you are here in this sanctuary of peace? 
• ʿUtbah replied, “A man from among us has risen up claiming to be the 

Messenger of God. He has denounced our elders as fools, railed 
against our gods, corrupted our youth, and caused ri*s in our society. 

• Asʿad asked interested, “Who is he?” ʿUtbah said, “He is the son of 
Abdullah ibn ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib, our noblest and most presNgious clan.” 



Trouble in Yathrib
• As’ad and Dhakwān’s interest was sparked because they had heard 

from the Jews of Medina the prophecies of a prophet who would rise 
up from Mecca and emigrate to Medina.

• The Jews had always threatened to wipe out the Arabs along with this 
new prophet. 

• They asked, “Where is he?” ʿUtbah told them that he was in the Ḥijr
and warned them not to listen to him lest they be enchanted by his 
spells 



Trouble in Yathrib
• As’ad asks the Prophet what his message is. The Prophet says, “That there is no 

god but God and that I am the Messenger of God. And I call you to the following 
(he quoted 6:151-2) 

مِّمُكَدـٰلَوَْأا۟وُٓلُتقَْتلاَوَاًنـٰسَحِْإنِیَْدلِوَٰلْٱِبوَاmـیْشَۦھِِبا۟وُكرِشُْتَّلاَأمُْكیْلَعَمُْكُّبرَمََّرحَامَلُْتَأا۟وْلَاَعَتلُْق
َّلٱسَفَّْنلٱا۟وُلُتقَْتلاَوَنَطََبامَوَاھَنْمِرَھَظَامَشَحِوََٰفلْٱا۟وُبرَقَْتلاَوَمُْھاَّیِإوَمُْكُقزُرَْننُحَّْنقٍَٰـلمِْإنْ

َذقِّحَلْٱِبَّلاِإvَُّٱمََّرحَىِت نَوُلقِعَْتمُْكَّلَعَلۦھِِبمُكىَّٰصوَمُْكلِٰ
“Tell them: “Come, and I shall recount what your Lord has forbidden for you: that 
you shall not ascribe any partners to Him, and that you be good to your parents, 
that you not kill your children due to poverty, for We shall provide for you and for 
them, that you not approach indecencies, whether public or private, and that you 
not kill a soul whose life God has made inviolable, except with due cause. This is 

what he has enjoined upon you so that you may use your intellect.”



Trouble in Yathrib
لاَطِسْقِلْٱِبنَازَیمِلْٱوَلَیْكَلْٱا۟وُفوَْأوَُۥهَّدُشَأغَُلبَْیىَّٰتحَنُسَحَْأىَھِىِتَّلٱِبَّلاِإمِیِتَیلْٱلَامَا۟وُبرَقَْتلاَوَ
ّلكَُن َذا۟وُفوَْأvَِّٱدِھَْعِبوَىَٰبرُْقاَذنَاكَوْلَوَا۟وُلدِعْٱَفمُْتلُْقاَذِإوَاھََعسْوَُّلاِإاسًفَْنفُِ ۦھِِبمُكىَّٰصوَمُْكلِٰ

نَورَُّكَذَتمُْكَّلَعَل
And that you not approach the orphan's property, except in the best 

possible manner unEl he comes of age; that you observe fully the 
measure and the balance with fairness. We task no soul except 

according to its capacity. And when you speak, be fair, even if it be 
against a relaEve; and fulfill God’s covenant. This is what he enjoins 

upon you so that you may take admoniEon. 



Trouble in Yathrib
• As’ad said the shahādah and said:

“O Messenger of God! I am from Yathrib from the Khazraj tribe. 
Between us and our brethren, the Aws, our Nes are broken. If God 

mends these Nes through you, no one will be dearer to us than you...By 
God, we used to hear prophecies about you from the Jews. They used 

to give us Ndings of your advent and reveal your descripNon to us. I 
hope that our city will be your desNnaNon and your new home...Praise 

is for God for guiding me to you. By God, we came to seek help in 
destroying our brethren, but God has given me something far beRer.” 



The First Aqabah Pledge
• In 12 AB, a delega?on of 12 men from Medina (10 from Khazraj, 2 from Aws or 9 

and 3) met with the Prophet at a hollow near Jamarat al-ʿAqabah and made a 
pledge to him.

• They gather around the Prophet and intently listen to his words:
“Come here and pledge that you will not associate any with God, that you will not 

steal, nor commit unlawful sexual intercourse, nor kill your children, nor u`er 
slander inten?onally forging falsehood, nor disobey me in any good. He who fulfills 
this, God will reward him; and who neglects anything and is afflicted in this world, it 
may prove redemp?on for him in the herea@er; and if the sin remains hidden from 

the eyes of men and no grief comes to him, then his affair is with God. He may 
forgive him, or He may not.”



The First Aqabah Pledge

• Summary of the terms of the First Aqabah pledge:
• Not to associate partners with God
• Not to steal
• Not to commit adultery or fornicaNon
• Not to commit infanNcide
• not to falsely aRribute paternity
• not to disobey the Prophet in any good deed 



Envoy to Medina
• They ask the Prophet to send someone with them to teach them the 

Quran.
• He sends Muṣʿab ibn ʿUmayr ibn Hāshim (he was a Hāshimī and not 

an Awsī or Khazrajī, so he was a good choice) who knew much Quran.
• Mus'ab was one of the first people who converted to Islam. He 

converted to Islam when the Prophet was secretly inviNng people to 
Islam in the house of Arqam. He concealed his conversion to Islam 
from his parents and relaNves, and someNmes he secretly went to the 
Prophet .



Envoy to Medina

 :لَاَق ،شٍبْكَبُاھَِإ ھِیْلَعَ وَ رٍیْمَُع نُبْ بَُعصْمُ ھِیَْلعَ لََبقَْأ اَّمَل ھلآ و ھیلع الله ىلص vَِّا لَوُسرَ َّنِإ
ّذَغُی ھِیْوََبَأ نَیَْب وَُھ وَُ ھُتیَْأرَ دَْقلَ وَ ُ،ھَبلَْقُ vَّا رََّوَن دَْق لٍجُرَ ىلَِإ اورُُظنْا"  وَ ةِمَعِطَْلأْا بَِیطَْأِب ھِِناَیِ

ّللا نَِیلَْأ ”نَوْرََت امَ ىَلِإ ھِلِوُسرَ وَ vَِّا ُّبحُُ هاعََدَف ،سِاَبِ
When Mus’ab ibn Umayr came towards the Prophet [one day] wearing 

coarse garments, the Prophet said: ‘Look at a man who’s heart has 
been illuminated by God. I used to see him [in the past in Mecca] while 

his parents fed him the best food and provided him with the finest 
clothes, but the love of God and His messenger has drawn him to this.”



Envoy to Medina

• A*er Mus’ab arrives in Medina and stays with As’ad ibn Zurarah, the 
two men worked together to spread Islam and establish 
congregaNonal prayer in Medina 

• Slowly many from the Aws and Khazraj converted, and the Prophet 
began sending people to Medina as an escape from Mecca.

• As’ad’s hospitality towards Mus’ab greatly annoyed his cousin Sa’d ibn 
Mu’adh.

• As one of the chiefs of Aws, Sa’d sends his friend Usayd ibn Hudayr to 
break up Mus’ab’s gatherings.



Envoy to Medina

• To Sa’d’s dismay, Usayd is capNvated by the Meccan surahs and 
returns a converted man.

• Sa’d decides to confront Mus’ab himself, but he too is mesmerized by 
the Quran. Soon a*er, Sa’d leverages his posiNon in his clan to 
persuade clan members to embrace the new religion.



The Second Aqabah Pledge

• In 13 AB, a large group of Muslims from Medina come for Ḥajj with 
the rest of the Medinans. 

• Through secret communicaNons, they agree to meet the Prophet 
during the middle of the ayyām al-tashrīq (i.e., the eve of the 12th) in 
a hollow near Jamarat al-ʿAqabah. 

• They keep the meeNng a secret from the rest of the pilgrims. That 
night 70 men and 3 women meet the Prophet. This comes to be 
known as ”The Second Aqabah Pledge”



The Second Aqabah Pledge
• Abbas, the uncle of the Prophet, despite not having converted, escorts the 

Prophet and speaks:
 اّنمًِ ادمّحم نّإِ-اھسَوأو اھجرزخ جرزخلا راصنلاا نم يحلا اذھ يمست برعلا تناكو-جرزخلا رشعم ای :
 ،مكیلا زایحنلإا لاإِ ىبأ دق ھّنإِو ،هدلب يف ةعنمو ،ھموق نم زّع يف وھف ،انموق نمُ هانعنم دقو ،متملع دق ثیح
 ،كلذ نم متلمحت امو متنأف ھفلاخ نمّم هوعنامو ،ھیلإِ هومتوعد امب ھل نوفاو مكنأ نورت متنك ناف ،مكب قوحُللاو

 ھموق نم ةٍعنمو زّعِ يف ھنافُ هوعدف نلآا نمف ،مكیلإِ ھب جورخلا دعبُ هوُلذِاخوُ هومُلِسمُ مكنأ نورت متنك نإِو
.هدلبو

“O People of Khazraj! Muḥammad is dear to us as you know. We have defended 
him against our people, against a people to whom he is as dear as he is to us, for he 
is honored by his people and in his city. But he has chosen to emigrate to you and 
to join with you. If you believe you will fulfill the terms with which you have called 
him to yourselves, and defend him against those who oppose him, then so be it. 
But if you believe you will desert him a@er he emigrates to you, then from this 

moment, let him go. For he is honored among his people and in his city.”



The Second Aqabah Pledge

• They reply: 
“We have heard what you have said. Now speak, O Messenger of God, 
and demand for yourself and for your Lord whatever terms you wish.”

• The Prophet began by reciNng some Quran calling them to God and to 
Islam. Then he said: 
“I call on you to defend me as you defend your women and children.”



The Second Aqabah Pledge

• Abū al-Haytham ibn al-Tayihān asked: 
“Between us and those men (i.e., the Jews) are Aes. We are now severing 
them. If we do this, and God gives you victory over your people, will you 

return to your people and leave us? 
• The Prophet smiled and said: 

متملاس نم ملاساو متبراح نم براحا مدھلا مدھلاو ،مدلا مدلا لب

“No. Your blood is now my blood. Your sanc4ty is my sanc4ty. I and you are 
one. You and I are one. I shall fight against those who fight you and make 

peace with those who make peace with you.”



The Second Aqabah Pledge

• Then he said: 
“Send forth 12 men from among yourselves as chiefs (nuqabāʾ) who 

will be responsible for their people.”

• They sent forth 12, 9 from Khazraj and 3 from Aws. 
• Asʿad ibn Zurārah was chosen as Chief of chiefs.”



The Second Aqabah Pledge

• One of the Medinans named ʿAbbās ibn ʿUbādah said: 
“O People of Khazraj! Do you know what you are pledging this man? 
You are pledging to fight white people and black. If you think, when a 

scourge afflicts your wealth and kills your loved ones that you will 
desert him, then leave him now. For if you desert him then, it will be 

disgrace in this world and the next. And if you believe you will fulfill the 
terms with which you have called him here, despite loss of wealth and 
life, then pledge. It is, by God, the best thing you can do in this life and 

the next.”



The Second Aqabah Pledge

• They ask, “If we do all this, O Messenger of God, what is in it for us?” 
• The Prophet simply said, “Paradise.”
• They resoundingly said, “Stretch forth your hand. 



The Second Aqabah Pledge

• Summary of the terms of ”The Second Aqabah Pledge”:
• To hear and obey the Messenger of God in ease and in hardship, in 

what we dislike and what we are eager to do.
• To refrain from vying for power with those who righ~ully possess 

it.
• To speak the truth whatever it may be. 
• To ignore the taunts of your opponents 



The Second Aqabah Pledge

• The next day, Quraysh heard rumors of the acNvity of the night. They 
quesNoned Abdullah ibn Ubayy who knew nothing. They detained 
and beat Saʿd ibn ʿUbādah to make him disclose. This almost leads to 
war as the Medinans prepare to rescue him. When he is released, the 
Medinans return to Medina, and Islam spreads quickly throughout 
the city. 


