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Quraysh’s Opposi.on Tac.cs

• 1. Appeal To The Chief of Quraysh:
• When the Prophet started preaching, Quraysh went to Abu Talib, 

gently, and said, "O Abu Talib, this is your nephew cursing our idols, 
preaching a new message, surely you cannot let this happen?"

• Abu Talib did not want confronta?on, he gave them some gentle 
words and let them go their away.

• As new people converted to Islam, they increased the pressure on 
Abu Talib.

• They accused the Prophet of cursing their idols and insul?ng their 
forefathers. 



Quraysh’s Opposition Tactics

• Quraysh even went so far as to offer Muhammad money, women and 
even kingship over Arabia provided that he discon?nue his preaching. 

• Abu Talib summons his nephew and conveys the grievances of 
Quraysh as well as the bribe offers.



Quraysh’s Opposi.on Tac.cs
 ىتح رملأا اذھ كرتأ نأ ىلع يراسی يف رمقلاو ىنیمی يف سمشلا اوعضو ول اللهو ،مّع ای

.ھتكرت ام ھیف كلھأ وأ ،الله هرھظی
“O my uncle, I swear by God, if they were to place the sun in my right 

hand, and the moon in my leH hand, I cannot give up this message un?l 
I succeed in what I am doing or I die a death in this path preaching 

what I am preaching.”
• Abu Talib replies:

اًدبأ ءيشل كملسأ لا اللهوف ،تببحأ ام لقف ،يخأ نب ای بھذا
“Go forth, O my nephew and speak what you wish. I swear by God will 

never surrender you to anyone ever.”



Quraysh’s Opposition Tactics

• 2. A Treacherous Offer
،كل وھف ادلو هذختاف .كیلإ هذخف ھلمجأو شیرق يف ىتف ىھبأ دیلولا نب ةرامع اذھ بلاط ابأ ای

 وھ امنإف ھلتقنل كموق ةعامج قرفو ،كئابآ نیدو كنید فلاخ دق يذلا كیخأ نبا اذھ انل ملسو
،لجرب لجر

“O Abu Talib, this is Umarah ibn Al-Waleed, the most noble and most 
handsome youth of Quraysh. Take him and adopt him as a son and 

surrender to us this nephew of yours who has opposed your religion 
and the religion of your forefathers…”



Quraysh’s Opposi.on Tac.cs
اللهو اذھ ؟ھنولتقت ينبا مكیطعأو مكل هوذغأ مكنبا ينوطعت ،ينومتفصنأ ام اللهو :بلاط وبأ لاق

ادبأ نوكی ام
“Abu Talib angrily retorted: My God you are unjust to me. You give me 
your son so I can feed him for you and I give you my son so you can kill 

him?! By God this will never happen!



Quraysh’s Opposition Tactics

 لبقت نأ دیرت كارأ ام بلاط ابأ ای اللهو ایفاصم اقیدص ناكو لفون نب يدع نب معطملا ھل لاقف
،ائیش كموق نم

“Mut’im ibn Uday, who was a friend of Abu Talib, said: “O Abu Talib, it 
seems that you are unwilling to accept any offer your people are 

making to you…”
• Mut'im ibn Adi is the senior most person in all of Mecca. He was the 

one that prevented the bloodshed in the Ka'bah by sugges?ng the 
solu?on to the Black Stone (i.e. whoever walks in first). This is the 
least hos?le person that has the most sense.



Quraysh’s Opposi.on Tac.cs

• 3. Censuring the Quran in Public Spaces:
نَوُبلِغَْت مُْكَّلَعَل ھِیِف اوَْغلْاوَ نِآرُْقلْا اَذھَلِ اوُعمَسَْت لاَ اورَُفكَ نَیذَِّلا لَاَقوَ

“And those who disbelieve say, "Do not listen to this Qur'an and speak 
noisily during [the recita?on of] it that perhaps you will overcome.” 

Quran 41:26



Quraysh’s Opposition Tactics

• 4. Mocking the Prophet and the believers:
• The Prophet was ridiculed by members of his clan, like Abu Lahab.
• Abu Jahl incessantly ridiculed the Prophet and his companions. If it 

was s a person of status, he would make fun of him and say to him, 
"How can you leave the religion of your father? Are you becer than 
your father and grandfather?"

• And if it's a lowly person, he would get physical and abuse them.



Quraysh’s Opposi.on Tac.cs

• 5. Character Assassina/on 
• Madman

ّذلا اوُعمِسَ اَّملَ مْھِرِاصَبَْأِب كََنوُقلِزُْیلَ اورَُفكَ نَیذَِّلاُ داكََی نِإوَ نٌوُنجْمَلَُ ھَّنِإ نَوُلوُقَیوَ رَكِْ
“And those who disbelieve would almost smite you with their eyes when they hear the 

reminder, and they say: Most surely he is mad.” Quran 68:51
• Magician

نٌوُنجْمَ وَْأ رٌحِاسَ اوُلاَق َّلاِإ لٍوُسَّر نمِّ مھِلِبَْق نمِ نَیذَِّلا ىَتَأ امَ كَلَِذكَ
“Thus there did not come to those before them a messenger but they said: A magician 

or a mad man.” Quran 51:52
• Poet

رٌعِاشَ وَُھ لَْبُ هارََتفْا لَِب مٍَلاحَْأ ثُاغَضَْأْ اوُلاَق لَْب
“They have said, "It, (the Quran), is only the result of some confused dreams. He is 

only a poet…” Quran 21:5



Quraysh’s Opposition Tactics
• 6. Demanding a Miracle 

 رَجِّفَُتفَ بٍنَعِوَ لٍیخَِّن نمٌِّ ةَّنجَ كََل نَوُكَت وَْأ اعًوُبنیَ ضِرَْلأا نَمِ انََل رَجُفَْت ىَّتحَ كََل نَمِؤُّْن نَلْ اوُلاقَوَ
 نَوُكیَ وَْأً لایبِقَةِكَئِلآمَلْاوَ Sِّابِ يَتِْأَت وَْأ اًفسَكِ انَیَْلعَ تَمْعَزَ امَكَ ءامََّسلا طَقِسُْت وَْأ ارًیجِفَْت اھََللاخِ رَاھَنَْلأا

 نَاحَبُْس لُْقُهؤُرَقَّْن اًباَتكِ انَیَْلعَ لَزِّنَُت ىَّتحَ كَِّیقِرُلِ نَمِؤُّْن نَلوَ ءامََّسلا يفِ ىقَرَْت وَْأ فٍرُخْزُ نمِّ تٌیْبَ كََل
ًلاوُسَّر ارًشَبَ َّلاَإ تُنُك لْھَ يِّبرَ

"And they say, 'We will not believe you un6l you break open for us from the 
ground a spring. Or [un6l] you have a garden of palm trees and grapes and 
make rivers gush forth within them in force [and abundance].Or you make 
the heaven fall upon us in fragments as you have claimed or you bring God 
and the angels before [us]. Or you have a house of gold or you ascend into 

the sky. And [even then], we will not believe in your ascension un6l you bring 
down to us a book we may read.' Say, 'Exalted is my Lord! Was I ever but a 

human messenger?” Quran 17:90-93



Quraysh’s Opposi.on Tac.cs

• 7. A Compromise 
• Nego?a?ons directly with the Prophet. Saying,"Let's reach a 

compromise. One day we'll all be Muslim, the next day we'll all 
worship our gods (idols)." 

• This is the compromise they wanted. But of course, there is no 
compromise on monotheism.

• God revealed Surah al-Kafirun:
• 8. Test the Prophet with difficult quesHons
• 9. Physical torture



The Plight of the Early Muslims

• The pagans tormented the early Muslims; they ridiculed those with 
status, imposed an economic boycoc on those with money, and 
physically assaulted the poor and weak.

• In Arab society, your tribe was your protec?on. Those who had tribal 
bonds were somewhat protected. The Prophet, being a Qureshi, had 
his protec?on in his lineage. However, the slaves and freed slaves 
didn't have this protec?on.



The Plight of the Early Muslims

• . Abu Jahl was the main propagator of this torture.
• When Abu Jahl heard that someone had become Muslim, if the 

person had status, he would scold him and degrade him and say, “You 
have abandoned your father’s religion though he was becer than you. 
We believe you have lost your mind, made poor judgement, and we 
will degrade you.” If he was a trader, he would say, “We will cease 
trading with you and force you into bankruptcy.” And if he was weak, 
he would beat him and provoke others to beat him.



The Plight of the Early Muslims

• In the tribal system, each clan was responsible for torturing its own. 
There was no public prison, so they used to imprison them in their 
own homes. They imprisoned them, starved them, made them lie on 
the searing hot sand, whipped them, and some?mes killed them 

• Some examples of early companions who were tortured:



The Plight of the Early Muslims

• 1. Bilal b. Rabaah: he was an Abyssinian slave owned by Umayyah ibn 
Khalaf. Umayyah ?ed a rope around his neck and told kids to run 
around in the mountains and drag him. On another occasion, he leH 
him thirsty for a whole day, then laid him on the hot sand and 
crushed him with a hot boulder



The Plight of the Early Muslims

• 2. Umar ibn al-Khaṭṭāb tortured a slave girl from ʿAdī. He beat her,and
she remained so strong, that he got bored and stopped. He mockingly 
told her, “I beg your pardon, I only stopped because I am bored.” 

• 3. Ammar and his parents, Yasir and Sumayyah, were tortured by the 
clan of Makhzum. They they ?ed them down on the hot sand. 
Sumayyah resisted and became the first Muslim martyr.

• Ammar was tortured so badly that the scars remained with him the 
rest of his life



The Plight of the Early Muslims

• He ended up recan?ng his faith under taqiyyah. 16:106 was revealed 
to sanc?on his ac?on:

 ارًدْصَ رِفُْكلْاِب حَرَشَ نَّم نكِـلَوَ نِامَیلإِاِب ٌّنِئمَطْمُُ ھُبلَْقوَ هَرِكُْأ نْمَ َّلاِإ ھِِنامَیإ دِعَْب نمِ Aِّاِب رََفكَ نمَ
مٌیظِعَ بٌاَذعَ مْھُلَوَ Aِّا نَمِّ بٌضَغَ مْھِیَْلَعَف

“Whoever rejects God a3er having believed—except him who was 
forced while his heart was solidly in faith—but those who let unbelief 

into their hearts, then the wrath of God is upon them and they will have 
a terrible punishment.”



The Plight of the Early Muslims

• 4. Suhayb al-Rumi: was among the companions of the Prophet (s) and 
the first Muslims who accepted Islam at the same ?me with 'Ammar.

• Even though he was called al-Rumi (the Roman), he was not of Roman 
lineage. He was an Iraqi, captured as a boy, sent to Rome, and grew 
up in Rome. He forgot Arabic, spoke fluent La?n. But he knew he was 
an Arab, so he eventually fled, and was sold to Abdullah ibn Jud'an in 
Mecca. Ibn Jud'an was known to be more merciful than others to his 
slaves. 



The Plight of the Early Muslims

• Therefore, the torture of Suhayb was not as bad. Suhayb was actually 
a business manager for Ibn Jud'an because of his knowledge and 
ability to read and write. He became wealthy. AHer Ibn Jud'an died, 
Suhayb was free because Ibn Jud'an wrote in his will that Suhayb
would be free when he dies.

• He par?cipated in all bacles of the Prophet (s). During the caliphate 
of Umar he led the prayer on his behalf when Umar was sick. AHer 
Umar died, Suhayb b. Sinan performed the prayer upon his body 
according to his will. AHer the assassina?on of 'Uthman, he did not 
give allegiance to Imam Ali



The Plight of the Early Muslims

• In Rijal al-Kashi, it is reported that Imam al-Sadiq said:
 ناكو ءوس دبع بیھص ناكو ،احلاص ادبع للاب ناك :لاق )ملاسلا ھیلع( الله دبع يبأ نع

رمع ىلع يكبی
“Bilal was a rightoues servant [of God] and Suhayb was an evil servant. 

He wept over Umar.”



The Plight of the Early Muslims

• 5. Khabbab b. al-Arac: He was among the first people who believed in 
the Prophet (s) and embraced Islam. Many historians said that he was 
the sixth person to accept Islam before the arrival of the Prophet (s) 
at the house of Arqam b. Abi l-Arqam.

• Others said that he was the 10th, 11th or 20th Muslim. He is the first 
or among the few first Muslims who manifested their religion publicly 
for the first ?me



The Plight of the Early Muslims

• Khabbab was an Arab slave (Arab slaves were treated a licle becer 
than slaves of other ethnicity.) 

• His master was a female. When she found out that Khabbab
converted, she got a gang together to beat him up. She would use the 
iron that he would use to forge swords, to burn his back.



The Plight of the Early Muslims

• Imam Ali eulogized him saying:
 وَ iَِّا نِعَ يَضِرَ وَ فِاَفكَلْابِ عَنَِق وًَ اعئِاطَ رَجَاھَ وًَ ابغِارَ مَلَسَْأ دَْقلََف تِّرََلأْا نَبْ بَاَّبخَُ iَّا مُحَرَْی

.ً ادھِاجَمُ شَاعَ
“May God have mercy on Khabbab ibn al- Arac, for he accepted Islam 

eagerly and emigrated obediently; he was content with mere 
subsistence, was pleased with God, and lived figh?ng [for God]. 

Source: Nahjulblagha, Saying 43


