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Sura Jinn



Introduction 

Sura al-Jinn is the seventy-second chapter in the current sequence of the 
Quran, and has twenty-eight verses.

The occasion of revelation reported for the Sura, mentions that it was 
revealed when the Prophet was returning from his journey to the city of 
Ṭā’if.

If that is the case, this incident must have taken place in around the 
tenth or eleventh year of the Prophetic mission, that is, a couple of years 
prior to the Prophet’s migration to Medina. 



Introduction 

The surah commences with the story of a group of jinn who happened to 
listen to some verses of the Quran and were attracted to it such that they 
ultimately professed belief in it.

This group of jinn heard the Quran as the Holy Prophet was reciting the 
night prayer at a place called Baṭn al-Nakhlah upon his return from the 
city of Ṭāʾif. 



Introduction 

It is said that the revelation of this chapter contains an indirect reproach 
to the polytheists of Mecca considering that the jinn took precedence over 
them in accepting the Quran.

Most exegetes consider the event surrounding this sura to be the one also 
mentioned in 46:29-32.

However, this cannot be correct since the information we receive from the 
two are different.



Introduction 

We read in Sura al-Ahqaf:

ىَلإِْ اوَّْلوَ َ◌ىِضُق اَّمَلَف ْ اوُتصِنَأْ اوُلاَقُ هورُضَحَ اَّمَلَف نَاءَرُْقلْا نَوُعمَِتسَْی ِ◌نّجِلْا نَمِّ ارًَفَن كَیَْلإِ اَنفْرَصَ ذْإِ وَ
نَیرِذِنُّم مھِمِوَْق

When We dispatched toward you a team of jinn listening to the 
Qur'an, when they were in its presence, they said," Be silent!" When 
it was finished, they went back to their people as warners. (46:29 )



Introduction 

ّدصَمُىَسومُ دِعَْب نمِ لَزِنُأ اًباَتكِ اَنعْمِسَ اَّنِإ اَنمَوَْقَیْ اوُلاَق ّل اًقِ میقَِتسُّْم قٍیرِطَىَلِإ وَ ِ◌قّحَلْا ىَلِإ ىدِھَی ھِیَْدَی َ◌نْیَب امَِ

They said," O our people! Indeed we have heard a Book which has been 
sent down after Moses, confirming what was before it. It guides to the 
truth and to a straight path. (46:30)

میلَِأ بٍاَذعَ نْمِّ مكُرْجُی وَ ْ◌مُكِبوُنُذ نمِّ مكَُل رْفِغَْی ھِِبْ اوُنمِاءَ وَِ Tَّ ىَعِاَدْ اوُبیجَِأ اَنمَوَْقاَی

“O our people! Respond to Allah's summoner and have faith in Him. He 
will forgive you some of your sins and shelter you from a painful 
punishment.” (46:31)



Introduction

While in Sura Jinn the Jinns are either polytheists or Christians:

اًبجَعَ اًنآرُْق اَنعْمِسَ اَّنِإ اوُلاَقَف نِّجِلْا نَمِّ رٌَفَن عَمََتسْاُ ھَّنَأ َّيَلِإ يَحِوُأ لُْق

Say, "It has been revealed to me that a group of the jinn listened and said, 
'Indeed, we have heard an amazing Qur'an. (72:1)

اًدحََأ اَنِّبرَِب كَرِشُّْن نَلوَ ھِِب اَّنمَآَف دِشُّْرلا ىَلِإ يدِھَْی

It guides to rectitude. Hence we have believed in it and we will never 
ascribe any partner to our Lord. (72:2)



 اًدَلوَ لاَوًَ ةَبحِاصََ ذخََّتا امَ اَنِّبرَ ُّدجَ ىَلاَعَتُ ھَّنَأوَ

And [it teaches] that exalted is the nobleness of our Lord; He has not 
taken a wife or a son. (72:3)

 اطًطَشَِ Tَّ ىَلعَ اَنھُیفِسَ لُوُقَی نَاكَُ ھَّنَأوَ

Indeed the foolish ones among us used to utter atrocious lies concerning 
Allah. (72:4)



ّدصَمُىسومُ دِعَْب نْمِ لَزِنُْأً اباتكِ انعْمِسَ اَّنإِ« :فاقحلأا ةروس يف لوقنملا مھلوق رھاظ :نازیملا ً اقِ

 هذھ تایآ رھاظ و ةاروتلل نیقدصم و ىسومب نینمؤم اوناك مھنأ »قِحَلْا ىَلإِ يدِھَْی ھِیَْدَی نَیَْب املِ

نیتفئاطلا ریاغت كلذ مزلا و ةوبنلا نوری لا نیكرشم اوناك مھنأ ةروسلا



Detailed Discussion

اًبجَعَ اًنآرُْق اَنعْمِسَ اَّنِإ اوُلاَقَف نِّجِلْا نَمِّ رٌَفَن عَمََتسْاُ ھَّنَأ َّيَلِإ يَحِوُأ لُْق

Say, "It has been revealed to me that a group of the jinn listened and said, 
'Indeed, we have heard an amazing Qur'an. (72:1)

Nafar is a collective noun (like team) that according to lexicographers 
refers to a group of less than ten. 

هانعم ةّقد و ھمظن نسح يف ساّنلا ملاكلً انیابمً اعیدبً اباتكً:ابجَعًَ انآرُْق :یفاصلا



Verse 1

The expression “it is revealed to me” indicates that the Prophet was not 
aware of the encounter when it happened. 

One of the allegations directed against the Prophet by the polytheists 
was that he was a soothsayer, 

That is, either he had connections with the jinn and devils from whom he 
used to obtain information, or he used to speculate the unseen.



Verse 1

The Quran strongly rejects these accusation elsewhere by asserting: 

نورَُّكَذَت اَّم لاًیلَِق  نٍھَِاك لِوَْقِب لاَ وَنَوُنمِؤُْت اَّم لاًیلَِق  رٍعِاشَ لِوَْقِب وَھُ امَ وَمیرِكَ لٍوسُرَ لُوَْقَلُ ھَّنِإ

It is indeed the speech of a noble messenger, and it is not the speech of a 
poet. Little is the faith that you have! Nor is it the speech of a soothsayer. 
Little is the admonition that you take! (69:40-42)



Verse 1

As such, the phrase: Say: ‘It has been revealed to me …’ denies any such 
connections or conjecture on the part of the Prophet.

It emphasizes that the only source of information about the incident and 
what transpired thereafter has been revelation (waḥy). 

نِّجِلْا نَمِّ رٌَفَن

Jinn – genie or jinni in English, is the plural jinni in Arabic.



What Is Jinn

It is a collective noun derived from the root verb janna meaning to hide, 
to cover, or to veil.  According to Rāghib, it implies invisibility from the 
senses. 

ابكَوْكَ اءَرَ لُیَّْلا ھِیَْلعَ َّنجَ اَّمَلَف

When night darkened over him, he saw a star (6:76)

Thus, the specific type of creation referred to as jinn is named as such 
due to their being hidden from the physical senses.  



What Is Jinn

The word jinn has appeared twenty-two times in the Quran.

Jinnah ھّنج is another term that refers to this type of creature, and has 
been used five times in the Quran, like . 

نورُضَحْمَُل مَّْھنِإُ ةَّنجْلا تِمَلِعَ دَْقَل وَ  اًبسََن ةَِّنجْلا َ◌نْیَب وَُ ھَنیَْبْ اوُلَعجَ وَ

And they have set up a kinship between Him and the jinn, while the jinn 
certainly know that they will indeed be presented[ before Him ]. (37:158)

It is a collective noun for jinn as nās is a collective noun for humans.



What Is Jinn

 سِاَّنلا رِوُدصُ يفِ سُوِسْوَُی يذَِّلا4 سِاَّنخَلْا سِاوَسْوَلْا رِّشَ نم3ِ سِاَّنلا ھَِلِإ2 سِاَّنلا كِلِم1َ سِاَّنلا بِّرَِبُ ذوعَُأ لُْق
6 سِاَّنلا وَ ةَِّنجِلْا نَم5ِ

Say, “I seek the protection of the Lord of humans, Sovereign of humans, 
God of humans, from the evil of the sneaky tempter, who puts temptations 
into the breasts of humans, from among the jinn and humans.” (114:1-6)



What Is Jinn

Another term used in this relation is Jānn نّاج which is used for both 
plural and singular.

مومَُّسلا رِاَّن نمِ لُبَْق نمُِ هاَنقَْلخَ َّناجْلا وَنٍوُنسَّْمٍ إمَحَ نْمِّ لٍاصَلْصَ نمِ نَاسَنلاْا اَنقَْلخَ دَْقَلوَ

And We created man out of a dry clay [drawn] from an aging mud, and 
created the Jānn earlier out of a piercing fire (15:26-27).



What Is Jinn

راَّن نمٍِّ جرِاَّم نمِ َّناجَلْا قََلخَ وَرِاَّخَفلَْاك لٍصَلْصَ نمِ نَاسَنلاْا قََلخَ

He created man out of dry clay, like the potter's, and created the Jānn out 
of a flame of a fire. (55:14-115)

 دھاجم نع ضیبأ و دوسأ و رمحأ طلتخم ران نم يأ :ران نم جرام :نایبلاعمجم

ھیف ناخد لا يذلا رانلا بھل نم يفاصلا جراملا لیق و



What Is Jinn

ناجَ لاَ وَ سٌنِإ ھِِبنَذ نعَ لَُئسُْی َّلا ذٍئمَویف

On that day neither humans will be questioned about their sins nor Jānn
(55:39).

There are different opinions about what Jānn is. 

An opinion is reported from early exegetes that Jānn is Iblis. 

ةداتق و نسحلا لوق يف-مدآ لبق Tَّ ھقلخ ،سیلبإ ھب دارملا »لُبَْق نْمُِ هانقَْلخَ َّناجَلْا وَ« :نایبت



What Is Jinn

 دِلْوُ نْمِ نُیطِاَیَّشلاوَمْھُُناَیدَْأ فُلَِتخَْت وَ ىرَاصََن وَُ دوھَُی وَ نَورُفِاكَ مْھُنْمِ وَ نَوُنمِؤْمُ مْھُنْمِ نِّاجَلْا دِلْوُ نْمِ ُّنجِلْا :یمق
نمِؤْمُ مْھِیفِ سَیَْل وَ سَیلِبِْإ

Tafsir al-Qummi regards Jānn as the father of jinn and says that they 
have believers and disbelievers, Jews and Christians, and religions 
differ. 

But the devils are the descendants of Iblis and there is no believer 
among them.  


