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The Maxim of the Muslim Market

• The ”Maxim of the Muslim Market” نیملسملا قوس ةدعاق
• The default ruling is that we when we are in doubt, we must 

ascertain that an animal is mudhakka, but this maxim presents 
an exception to that rule.

• The Maxim of the Muslim Market refers to the ruling that states 
that, when in doubt, you can can assume that what is sold in 
the Muslim market has been slaughtered according to Islamic 
law.



The Maxim of the Muslim Market

• What is the the basis of this maxim?

• 1. The conduct of the religious community ةعرشتملا ةریس
• Muslims used to purchase meat from the Muslim markets 

without ascertaining with 100 percent certainty that the 
animals were slaughtered according to Islamic law.

• This practice occurred during the era of the infallibles and 
they did not object to it.



The Maxim of the Muslim Market

• 2. If the Maxim of the Muslim Market is invalid, it will result in 
the disruption of the social order of the Muslim community.

• It will mean that every Muslim will need to slaughter the 
animal himself or at least witness the slaughter of the animal 
to be certain that Islamic law was observed.

• Such a stringent approach would lead to chaos and 
unchecked suspicions between Muslims.



The Maxim of the Muslim Market

• 3. Narrations:

• The authentic narration of Fudhayl, Zurarah, and Muhammad 
ibn Muslim

 نع ،ةنیذأ نب رمع نع ،ریمع يبأ نبا نع ھیبأ نع ،میھاربإ نب يلع نع ،بوقعی نب دمحم
 نم موحللا ءارش نع )ملاسلا ھیلع( رفعج ابأ اولأس مھنا ،ملسم نب دمحمو ،ةرارزو ،لیضف

.نوباصقلا عنص ام ىردی لاو ،قاوسلأا
Fudhayl, Zurarah, and Muhammad ibn Muslim ask Imam al-

Baqir (a) about purchasing meat from the markets when it is not 
known what the butcher has done.



The Maxim of the Muslim Market

.ھنع لأست لاو ،نیملسملا قوس يف كلذ ناك اذإ لك :لاقف

“Eat if it was in the Muslims’ market, and do not ask about it.”

Source: Wasail al-Shia, v. 24, p. 70



The Maxim of the Muslim Market

• The reliable (muwathaqa) tradition from Ishaq ibn Ammar 
narrating from “the righteous servant” (Imam al-Kadhim):

 امیفو ينامیلا ءارفلا يف ةلاصلاب سأب لا :لاق ثیح ،ھلقن رم دقو "رامع نب قاحسإ" نع
 اھیلع بلاغلا ناك اذإ :لاق ؟ملاسلإا لھأ ریغ اھیف ناك نإف :تلق ،ملاسلإا ضرأ يف عنص

سأب لاف نیملسملا



The Maxim of the Muslim Market

“There is no problem with praying with a Yemeni leather cloak, 
or anything else made in the land of Islam. I asked: What if 

there are non-Muslims there? He, peace be upon him said: If 
the majority are Muslim, then there is no problem.”

Source: Wasail al-Shia, v. 3, p. 491



The Maxim of the Muslim Market

• The authentic tradition of Al-Bazanti who narrates:

 لا ءارف ةبج يرتشیف قوسلا يتأی لجرلا نع ھتلأس :لاقرصن يبأ نب دمحم نب دمحأنع
 ؟اھیف يلصیأ ،ةیكذ ریغ مأ يھ ةیكذأ يردی

“I asked about a man who comes to the market and purchases a 
leather cloak and does not know if [the animal which it is made 

from] was slaughtered [Islamically] or not.



The Maxim of the Muslim Market

 ىلع اوقیضجراوخلانإ :لوقی ناك)ملاسلا ھیلع( رفعج ابأنإ ،ةلأسملا مكیلع سیل ،معن :لاقف
.كلذ نم عسوأ نیدلا نإ ،مھتلاھجب مھسفنأ

Yes, you do not have to ask. Abu Ja’far (Imam al-Baqir) used to 
say: The Khawarij imposed restrictions on themselves through 

their ignorance, and verily the religion is more accommodating 
than that.”

Source: Wasail al-Shia, v. 4, p. 456



The Maxim of the Muslim Market

• These narrations, in addition to highlighting the maxim of the 
Muslim market, also rebuke those who unnecessarily 
investigate and put themselves through undue hardship.



The Muslim Hand

• Sometimes the meat is taken from the Muslim market and 
other times it is taken from the hand of a Muslim ملسملا دی , 
without having to go to the Muslim market.

• The first case as previously mentioned is considered as being 
Islamically slaughtered. However, is the second case the 
same?



The Muslim Hand

• The answer is yes, because even though the traditions have 
mentioned the market of the Muslims, we cannot assume that 
this specification of the market itself is in it being a particular 
building with some shops.

• It is because the place where Muslims gather and are present 
reveals that the hand it was taken from was a Muslim hand.

• Therefore, the sign of Islamic slaughtering is the Muslim 
possession, and not the market itself.



Does the Maxim Apply to All Muslims?

• Is the ruling for the sign of a Muslim market regarding 
slaughtering specific to Muslims in the market only if they 
are Shia?

• The answer is no, and thus it includes all of the other sects, 
and this is based on two points:



Does the Maxim Apply to All Muslims?

• 1. The universality of the traditions and them not specifying 
that the word “Muslim” indicates a particular sect.

• 2. The general nature of the Muslim markets at the time of 
quoting these traditions was that it encompassed other non-
Shia sects as well.


