
یسرکلا ةیآ

Ayat al-Kursi

The Verse of the Seat



مُوُّیقَلْا ُّيحَلْا وَُھ َّلاِإ ھََـلِإَ لاُ ّ"ا
Allah there is no god except Him is the Living One, the All-sustainer. 

 مٌوْنََ لاوٌَ ةنَسُِ هُذخُْأَتَ لا

Neither drowsiness befalls Him nor sleep. 

 ضِرَْلأا يفِ امَوَ تِاوَامََّسلا يفِ امَُ ھل

To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth. 

 ھِنِذْإِبِ َّلاِإُ هَدنْعِ عُفَشْیَ يذَِّلا اَذ نمَ

Who is it that may intercede with Him except with His permission? 



 مْھَُفلْخَ امَوَ مْھِیدِیَْأ نَیَْب امَ مَُلعَْی

He knows that which is before them and that which is behind them, 

 ءاشَ امَِب َّلاِإ ھِمِلْعِ نْمِّ ءٍيْشَِب نَوُطیحُِیَ لاوَ

and they do not comprehend anything of His knowledge except what He wishes. 

 امَھُُظفْحُِ هُدوؤَُیَ لاوَ ضَرَْلأاوَ تِاوَامََّسلاُ ھُّیسِرُْك عَسِوَ

His seat embraces the heavens and the earth, and He is not wearied by their 

preserva;on, 

مُیظَِعلْا ُّيلَِعلْا وَُھوَ

and He is the All-exalted, the All-supreme.



ِيّسِرْكُلْاُ ةَیآ The Verse of The Seat
‘The Verse of the Seat’ (Ayat al-kursi), is regarded as one of the most important 

verses of the Qur’an. 

It was named Ayat al-kursi and referred to as such during the lifetime of the 

Prophet (s) by the Prophet (s) himself

This highlights its importance, in being singled out from the rest of the Sura.

Many traditions refer to it as ‘the greatest verse in the Qur’an’ and the master 

(sayyid) of all verses of the Qur’an



Merits
ِيّسِرُْكلْاُ ةَیآ :لَاَق ؟كَیْلَعَ لَزِنُْأ امَ لُضَفَْأ امَ !ِّ>ا لَوُسرَ اَی :رٍَّذوُبَأ لَاق لاقمَلاسلا ھیلع اللهدبع یبا نع

It has been narrated from Abi ‘Abdillah (a) that he said: “Abu Dharr said: ‘O Messenger of 
God! What is the best of that which was revealed to you?’ He replied: Ayat al-kursi.” (Tafsir 
al-Ayyashi, vol. 1 p. 137)

The same has been narrated from Abi Umamah:

 .یسرکلا ةیآ »مویقلا یحلا وھ لاا ھلا لا الله« لاق ؟مظعا کیلا لزنا امُّیَأ ِّ>ا لَوُسرَ اَی :تُلُْق :لَاَقُ ةمَامَا یبا نع

9. From Abu Umamah, ‘I asked, “O Apostle of God! Which [verse] revealed to you is 
the greatest?” He said, “Allah - there is no god except Him - is the Living One, the All-
sustainer… (2:255) the Verse of the Seat (kursi).”’ (Al-Durr al-Manthur, vol. 2, p. 12)



Merits
 مل ةبوتكم ةلاص لك ربد يف يسركلا ةیآ أرق نم لوقی وھ و ربنملا داوعأ ىلع مكیبن تعمس لاق )ع( يلع نع
الله ھنمآ ھعجضم ذخأ اذإ اھأرق نم و دباع وأ قیدص لاإ اھیلع بظاوی لا و توملا لاإ ةنجلا لوخد نم ھعنمی

ھَلوْحَ تِاَیبَْلأْاوَهراج راج و هراج و ھسفن ىلع

From Imam (a), ‘I heard your Prophet (s) atop these wooden planks [of the pulpit] 
saying, “If one recites Ayat al-kursi aLer every obligatory (daily) prayer then 
nothing holds him back from entering Paradise except death; and none shall be 
able to persist in (doing) this except one who is sincere or one who is a (true) 
worshipper. And one who recites it when going to bed, Allah protects him, his 
neighbour, his neighbour’s neighbour and [all] the houses that are around him.”’ 
(Al-Tawhid, pg. 18)



Merits
اھََداوَسًَ ةَلیَْل تُیبَِی مِلاَسْلإِْا يفَِ دلِوُ وَ مَلاَسْلإِْاُ ھُلقْعَ كَرَدَْأ لاًجُرَ ىرََأ امَ :لُوُقَیبلاط یلا نَبْ َّيلِعَ عَمِسَُ ھَّنَأ ِ:يّلِھِاَبلْاَ ةمَامَُأ یبا نع
.»میظعلا یلعلا وھ و« ھِلِوَْق ىَلإَِ ةَیلآْاَ أرََقَف »مویقلا یحلاوھ لاا ھلا لا الله«َةَیلآْا هِذِھََ أرَقَْی ىَّتحَ

From Abu Umamah that he heard Imam Ali (a) saying, ‘I do not think that a man who understands 
Islam and is born in Islam should pass a night’s darkness (The whole night) unBl he recites this 
verse: Allah- there is no god except Him… (2:255) 

 زٍنْكَ نْمِ .ِ يّسِرُْكلْاَ ةَیآ تُیطِعُْأ :لَاَقینربخا الله لوسر نا .لاح ىَلعَ اھَومُُتكْرََت' امل-اھَیفِ امَ :لَاَق وَْأ-يَھِ امَ نَومَُلعَْت وَْلَف .لاق مث
.اھََأرَقَْأَ یتح gَِّا لِوُسرَ نْمِ اھَُتعْمِسَُ ذنْمُ ُّطَقً ةَلیَْل ُّتبِ امفٌّيلِعَ لَاَق .يلِبَْق نَاكَ ٌّيبَِن اھََتؤُْی مَْل وَ شِرَْعلْا تَحَْت

Then he said, ‘If you but knew what it is (or said, ‘what is in it’) you would not leave it on any 
condiBon. the Apostle of God said, “I have been given the Verse of the Seat from the treasure below 
the Throne (‘arsh); and no prophet before me was given it.”’ Then Ali (a) conBnued, “I have not 
spent a single night, since I heard it from the Apostle of God, without reciBng it.” (Al-Tawid, pg. 626)



Merits

 وَُھ َّلاإَِ ھلإِ لاُ Aَّا« تلق مظعأ الله باتك يف ةیآ يأ رذنملا ابأ ای الله لوسر لاق لاق بعك نب يبأ نع
 اناسلل ةیلآا هذھل نإ هدیب دمحم سفن يذلا و ملعلا كئنھیل لاق مث يردص يف برضف لاق »مُوُّیَقلْا ُّيحَلْا
شرعلا قاس دنع كلملا سدقت نیتفش و

Narrated from Ubayy ibn Ka’b: the Messenger of God said, “O Aba al-
Mundhir! Which verse of the Quran is the greatest?” I replied, “Allah, there is 
no god but him the Living One, the All-Sustainer.” He patted my chest and 
said, “Congratulation for your knowledge! By the one in whose hand is the 
soul of Muhammad this verse has a tongue and two lips purifying the King by 
the pillar of ‘arsh. (Majma’ al-Bayan)



Merits
ةكرب نوسمخ ةملك لك يف ةملك نیسمخل اھیف نإ ... يلع ای لوقی الله لوسر تعمس لاق ملاسلا ھیلع یلعنع

Imam Ali (a) said, I heard the Messenger of God saying, “O Ali there are fiUy words in it, in 
each of which is fiUy barakah (blessing, grace, abundant good). (Majma’ al-Bayan)

يسركلا ةیآ نآرقلا ةورذ و ةورذ ءيش لكل نإ لاق الله دبع يبأ نعنایبلا عمجم

Imam Ja’far al-Sadiq said: ‘There is a pinnacle to everything and the pinnacle of the Qur’an 
is Ayatul kursi.’”

مظعلأا ّ>ا مسا ىلع ةلمتشم اھنأ وّ>ا باتك يف ةیآ مظعأ اھنأ ملس و ھیلع ّ>ا ىّلص ّ>ا لوسر نعنساحم

The Prophet (s) said: Ayat al-kursi is the greatest verse in the Book of God, and it includes 
al-Ism al-A’zam



وَھُ َّلاِإَ ھَـلِإَ لاُ ّ+ا

Allah - there is no god except Him



The verses that begin with وَھُ َّلاإَِ ھَـلإَِ لاُ ّ!ا

2:255مُوُّیَقلْا ُّیحَلْا وَُھ َّلاإَِ ھَلإِ لاَُ gَّا

3:2 مُوُّیَقلْا ُّیحَلْا وَُھ َّلاإَِ ھَلإِ لاَُ gَّا

4:87 بَیْرَ لاَ ةِمَاَیقِلْا مِوَْی یَلإِ مُْکَّنَعمَجَْیَل وَُھ َّلاإَِ ھَلإِ لاَُ gَّا

20:8  یَنسْحُلْا ءُامَسَْلأْاُ ھَل وَُھ َّلاإَِ ھَلإِ لاَُ gَّا

27:26 .مِیظَِعلْا شِرَْعلْا ُّبرَ وَُھ َّلاإَِ ھَلإِ لاَُ gَّا

64:13  نَوُنمِؤْمُلْا لَِّکوََتَیلَْف gَِّا یَلعَوَ وَُھ َّلاإَِ ھَلإِ لاَُ gَّا



ُّ!ا
The name ‘Allah’ appears in the Quran close to 1000 times. 

It is a name for the sum total of His essence and attributes, including perfection, 
beauty, omniscience, omnipresence and omnipotence. 

It is like an acronym for all attributes and beautiful names of God. It invokes that 

essence who is the most merciful (al-Rahim), the most wise (al-Hakim), the most 
powerful (al-Qadir), the most forgiving (al-Ghafur), and so on. So, it means ‘the 
Being Who concentrates in Himself all the attributes of perfection.’



ُّ!ا
Therefore, although God can be considered through His different names and 

aWributes (asma’ and sifat) which refer to the same essence, when the name Allah 
is used it combines all of those aWributes and beauXful names. 

Yet ‘Allah’ is a label and not the Essence of God, for He has no name as such. 

ّ"ا
Allah is either derived from the verb walaha which means to confound and perplex,  

Or, from the word ilāh which means the one who is yearned for, adored and worthy 
of worship



ُّ!ا
The defini]ve al has been added to it to denote the only true being who is worthy of 
worship.  

Thus, Allah refers to that being about whom the crea]on is confounded and perplexed in 

understanding His reality and essence, but yearn for Him, adore Him., and worship Him. 

 كرد نع روتسملا وھ اللهو ، ھیلإ ھلؤیو ، قلخلا ھیف ھلأی يذلا دوبعملا هانعم الله : ملاسلا ھیلع نینمؤملا ریمأ لاق
)٢٢٤ ص ،يسلجملا ةملاعلا ،٣ ج ،راونلأا راحب( تارطخلاو ماھولأا نع بوجحملا ، راصبلاا

Imam Ali (a) said, “Allah is that deity about whom all the crea]on is perplexed, and the One 
who is yearned for. Allah is the One who is veiled from the vision of the eyes and hidden 
from the imagina]on of the thoughts.”



ُّ!ا
 برعلا لوقیو ، ھتیفیكبةطاحلإاو ھتیئام كرد نع قلخلا ھلأ يذلا دوبعملا هانعم الله : ملاسلا ھیلع رقابلا لاق و
 وھ ھللإاف ، ھفاخیو هرذحی امم ئش ىلإ عزفاذإ : ھلوو ، املع ھب طحی ملف ئشلا يف ریحت اذإ : لجرلا ھلأ :
)٢٢٤ ص ،يسلجملا ةملاعلا ،٣ ج ،راونلأا راحب( .قلخلا ساوح نع روتسملا

Imam al-Baqir said, “Allah is that worshipped being that the creaXon is perplexed 

about His reality and cannot comprehend His qualiXes. The Arabs say, aliha al-rajul
when the person is confused and confounded about a thing and cannot 

comprehend it. And the say, waleha when he seeks refuge in something from what 
he fears and tries to avoid. 

So, ilah is the one who is hidden from human senses. 



ُّ!ا
Regardless of what the root word of Allah is, it has become a proper noun which refers to 
that absolute necessary existence who possesses all the attributes of perfection and is free 
from any type of deficiency. 

Although, according to Imam Ali (a), He is that being about whom all the creation is 
perplexed, at the same time He is the most apparent existence. 

He is the First and the Last, the Manifest and the Hidden, and He has knowledge of all 
things (57:3). 

Reflection on the creation, the magnificence of the universe, and how organized its 
different components interact one with another, has but one message: the uniqueness of 
the One who created it, and the astonishment, admiration and bewilderment that He 
invokes in the hearts and minds. 


