
Jesus in the Quran
Lesson 4



The Divine Plan for Jesus

 كَوُعَبَّتا نَیذَِّلا لُعِاجَوَْ اورَُفكَ نَیذَِّلا نَمِ كَرُھِّطَمُوَ َّيلَِإ كَُعِفارَوَ كَیِّفوََتمُ يِّنِإ ىسَیعِ اَیُ ّ+ا لَاَق ذِْإ
نَوُفلَِتخَْت ھِیِف مُْتنُك امَیِف مُْكَنیَْب مُُكحَْأَف مُْكُعجِرْمَ َّيَلِإ َّمُث ةِمَاَیقِلْا مِوَْی ىَلِإْ اورَُفكَ نَیذَِّلا قَوَْف

“When God said, "O Jesus, indeed I will take you and raise you to Myself 
and purify you from those who disbelieve and make those who follow 

you superior to those who disbelieve until the Day of Resurrection. Then 
to Me is your return, and I will judge between you concerning that in 

which you used to differ.” Quran 3:55



The Divine Plan for Jesus

• Clarifying key phrases:

• كیِّفوََتمُ - literally means to receive something in a complete way

• ورَُفكَ نَیذَِّلا نَمِ كَرُھِّطَمُوَ - purify you from the evil plots of the disbelievers 

• ةِمَاَیقِلْا مِوَْی ىَلِإْ اورَُفكَ نَیذَِّلا قَوَْف كَوُعَبَّتا نَیذَِّلا لُعِاجَوَ - the true followers of Jesus will 
have the upper hand over those who reject him until the Day of Judgement



The Divine Plan for Jesus

نَیِنمِؤْمُلْا ُّيلِوَُ ّ+اوَْ اوُنمَآ نَیذَِّلاوَ ُّيِبَّنلا اَذـھَوَُ هوُعَبَّتا نَیذَِّلَل مَیھِارَبْإِِب سِاَّنلا ىَلوَْأ َّنِإ

“Indeed, the people with the greatest claim to Abraham are those who 
followed him and this prophet, and those who believe. And God is the 

guardian of the believers.” Quran 3:68



The Divine Plan for Jesus

 عََبطَ لَْب فٌلُْغ اَنُبوُلُق مْھِلِوَْقوَ [قحَ رِیَْغِب ءاَیِبنَْلأا مُھِلِْتَقوَ ِّ+ا تِاَیآَب مھِرِفُْكوَ مْھَُقاَثیمِّ مھِضِقَْن امَِبَف
ًلایلَِق َّلاِإ نَوُنمِؤُْیَ لاَف مْھِرِفُْكِب اھَیَْلعَُ ّ+ا

“Therefore, for their breaking their covenant and their disbelief in the 
communications of God and their killing the prophets wrongfully and 
their saying: Our hearts are covered; nay! God set a seal upon them 

owing to their unbelief, so they shall not believe except a few.” Quran 
4:155



The Divine Plan for Jesus

امًیظِعَ اًناَتھُْب مََیرْمَ ىلَعَ مْھِلِوَْقوَ مْھِرِفُْكِبوَ

”And [We cursed them] for their disbelief and their saying against Mary 
a great slander.” Quran 4:156



The Divine Plan for Jesus

 مْھُلََ ھِّبُش نكَِـلوَُ هوُبلَصَ امَوَُ هوُلَتَق امَوَ ِّ+ا لَوُسرَ مََیرْمَ نَبْا ىسَیعِ حَیسِمَلْا اَنلَْتَق اَّنِإ مْھِلِوَْقوَ
اًنیقَِیُهوُلَتَق امَوَ نَِّّظلا عَاَبِّتا َّلاِإ مٍلْعِ نْمِ ھِِب مھُلَ امَُ ھنْمِّ كٍّشَ يفَِل ھِیِفْ اوُفلََتخْا نَیذَِّلا َّنِإوَ

“And [for] their saying, "Indeed, we have killed the Messiah, Jesus, the 
son of Mary, the messenger of God." And they did not kill him, nor did 

they crucify him; but [another] was made to resemble him to them. And 
indeed, those who differ over it are in doubt about it. They have no 

knowledge of it except the following of assumption. And they did not 
kill him, for certain.” Quran 4:157



The Divine Plan for Jesus

امًیكِحَ ازًیزِعَُ ّ+ا نَاكَوَ ھِیَْلِإُ ّ+اُ ھَعَفَّر لَب

“Rather, God raised him to Himself. And God is ever Exalted in Might 
and Wise.” Quran 4:158

• God being َزیزِع means He cannot be defeated nor can His plan be 
thwarted. 
• God being َمیكِح in this context means that there is a wise plan related 

to the ascension and descent of Jesus 



The Divine Plan for Jesus

اًدیھِشَ مْھِیَْلعَ نُوُكَی ةِمَاَیقِلْا مَوَْیوَ ھِِتوْمَ لَبَْق ھِِب َّنَنمِؤُْیلَ َّلاِإ بِاَتكِلْا لِھَْأ نْمِّ نِإوَ

“And there is none from the People of the Book but that he will surely 
believe in Jesus before his death. And on the Day of Resurrection he will 

be against them a witness.” Quran 4:159



The Divine Plan for Jesus

يدوھی ةلم لھأ ىقبیلاف ، ایندلا ىلإ ةمایقلا موی لبق لزنی :لاق ملاسلا ھیلع رقابلا ماملإا نع
يدھملا فلخ يلصیو ھتوم لبق ھب نمآ لاإ ينارصن لاو

“He will descend to the world before the Day of Judgement, and there 
will not remain a single Jew nor Christian except that they will believe 
in him before his death and he will pray behind the Mahdi.”- Imam al-

Baqir (a)

Source: Bihar al-Anwar, v. 15, p. 530



How Do Souls Return

• 1. When a soul returns to the earthly life after death it is called ةعجر
or return.
• There are a few examples of this in the Quran:

نِوُعجِرْا بِّرَ لَاَق تُوْمَلْا مُُھَدحََأ ءاجَ اَذِإ ىَّتحَ
“…until, when death comes to one of them, he says, "My Lord, send me 

back.” Quran 23:99



How Do Souls Return

ُ ھَتامََأَف اھَِتوْمََ دعَْبُ ّ+ا هِذَِـھَ يِـیحُْی ىََّنَأ لَاَق اھَشِورُُع ىلَعٌَ ةَیوِاخَ يَھِوَ ةٍَیرَْق ىلَعَ َّرمَ يذَِّلاكَ وْ
ٍماعََ ةَئمِ تَْثِبَّل لَب لَاَق مٍوَْی ضَعَْب وَْأ امًوَْی تُْثِبلَ لَاَق تَْثِبلَ مْكَ لَاَقُ ھَثَعَب َّمُث مٍاعََ ةَئمُِ ّ+ا

“(Or have you heard) of the one who, on passing through an empty and 
ruined town, said, "When will God bring it to life?" God caused him to 
die and brought him back to life after a hundred years and then asked 
him, "How long have you been here?" He replied, "One day or part of a 
day." The Lord said, "No, you have been here for one hundred years…” 

Quran 2:259



How Do Souls Return

• 2.  When a soul returns to the body after sleep it is called لاسرإ or 
release:

 تَوْمَلْا اھَیَْلعَ ىضََق يِتَّلا كُسِمُْیَف اھَمِاَنمَ يِف تْمَُت مْلَ يِتَّلاوَ اھَِتوْمَ نَیحِ سَُفنَلأْا ىَّفوََتَیُ َّ+ا
ى[مسَمُ لٍجََأ ىلَِإ ىرَخُْلأْا لُسِرُْیوَ

“God takes the souls at the time of their death, and those that do not 
die [He takes] during their sleep. Then He keeps those for which He has 

decreed death and releases the others for a specified term…” Quran 
39:42



How Do Souls Return

3. When a person descends from a higher realm down to the earthly 
word it is called لوزن or descent.

مكنم مكمامإو مكیف میرم نب ىسیع لزن اذإ )متنأ( مكب فیك
“What will be your condition when Jesus son of Mary descends among 

you while your Imam is from you.”- The Prophet (s)

Source: Bihar al-Anwar, v. 52, p. 383



Prophet Jesus and Imam Mahdi

 ارًیزو تُثعُب امَّنإف ،كنعُ الله يضِرَ دقف كباحصأب لّصََف تَنأ لب :لوقیف ،انب لّصَ اللهِ حَیسمَ اَی
ارًیمأ ثَعبُأ ملو

Imam al-Mahdi will say to Jesus:
“O blessed one of God! Lead us in prayer. Jesus will reply: You lead your 
companions for God is pleased with you. Indeed, I have been sent as a 

helper and not a leader.”



Prophet Jesus and Imam Mahdi

• Jesus is absent at the moment from this earthly world whereas Imam 
Mahdi is present and plays an active role in the affairs of humanity.
• In Dua Nudba, we read:

ءِامَّسلا وَ ضرلأا نَیَْب لُصَِّتمُلْا بَُبَّسلا نَیَْا
“Where is the connective link between the earth and heaven.”



Prophet Jesus and Imam Mahdi

• One important activity that we must focus on during the occultation is to 
build a relationship with the People of the Book.

 نیبو روبزلاب روبزلا لھأ نیبو ،لیجنلإاب لیجنلإا لھأ نیبو ةاروتلاب ةاروتلا لھأ نیب مكحیو
،نآرقلابنآرقلالھأ

“and he will judge between the people of the Torah with the Torah and 
between people of the Evengel with the Evangel and between the people of 
the Psalms with the Psalms and the people of the Quran with the Quran.”-

Imam al-Baqir (a)

Source: Bihar al-Anwar, v. 52, p. 351



Muslim and Christian Relations

َلاوَ اًئیْشَ ھِِبكَرِشُْنَ لاوَ َّ+ا َّلاِإَ دُبعَْن َّلاَأ مُْكَنیَْبوَ اَنَنیَْب ءاوَسَ ةٍمََلكَ ىلَِإْ اوْلَاَعَت بِاَتكِلْا لَھَْأ اَی لُْق
نَومُلِسْمُ اَّنَأِبْ اوُدھَشْاْ اوُلوُقَفْ اوَّْلوََت نإَِف ِّ+ا نِوُد نمِّ اًباَبرَْأً اضعَْب اَنضُعَْبَ ذخَِّتَی

“Say: 'People of the Book! Come now to a word common between us 
and you, that we serve none but God, and that we associate not aught 
with Him, and do not some of us take others as Lords, apart from God.' 
And if they turn their backs, say: 'Bear witness that we are Muslims.” 

Quran 3:64



Muslim and Christian Relations

ّلً ةَّدوََّم مْھَُبرَقَْأ َّنَدجَِتلَوَ  اًناَبھْرُوَ نَیسِیسِِّق مْھُنْمِ َّنَأِب كَلَِذ ىرَاصََن اَّنِإْ اوَُلاَق نَیذَِّلاْ اوُنمَآ نَیذَِّلِ
نَورُِبكَْتسَْیَ لا مْھَُّنَأوَ

“…and you will find the nearest of them in affection to the believers 
those who say, "We are Christians." That is because among them are 
priests and monks and because they are not arrogant.” Quran 5:82



Muslim and Christian Relations

 نَوُلوُقَی قِّحَلْا نَمِْ اوُفرَعَ اَّممِ عِمَّْدلا نَمِ ضُیفَِت مْھَُنُیعَْأ ىرََت لِوُسَّرلا ىلَِإ لَزِنُأ امَْ اوُعمِسَ اَذِإوَ
نَیدِھِاَّشلا عَمَ اَنبُْتكْاَف اَّنمَآ اَنَّبرَ

“And when they hear what has been revealed to the Messenger, you see 
their eyes overflowing with tears because of what they have recognized 

of the truth. They say, "Our Lord, we have believed, so register us 
among the witnesses.” Quran 5:83


