
Jesus in the Quran
Lesson 2



Gifts from the East

• After the birth of Jesus, a delegation of Zoroastrians arrived and 
sought out Mary’s house and requested a private audience with her.
• These scholars were experts in astrology and witnessed heavenly 

signs that a great prophet of God has been born.
• When they met Mary and her son, they presented him with unique 

gifts which resembled certain aspects of him.
• They gifted him with gold, myrrh and frankincense.



Gifts from the East

• They brought gold because it is the leader of all commodities, and 
similarly, Jesus would be the leader of all people.
• They brought myrrh because it is a potent medicine for wounds, and 

similarly, Jesus with God’s permission would cure wounds, diseases, 
insanity, and all ailments. 
• And they brought frankincense because its smoke rises into the sky 

like nothing else, and similarly, Jesus would be ascended into the 
heavens like no other contemporary. 

Source: Faraj al-Mahmum, p. 28



Jesus’ Childhood

• During Jesus’ first seven years, Mary and Jesus returned to the land 
where he had been born.
• According to traditions, they lived for a time in Baratha and for a time 

in Kufah on the banks of the Euphrates. They also spent some part of 
these years in Egypt.



Jesus’ Mission
 ىسیع ناكف ،ھیلإ ىلاعت الله ىحوأ نیح ةلاسرلاو ةوبنلاب ملكت نینس عبس ىسیع غلب املف

،نیعمجأ سانلا ىلعو ىیحی ىلع ةجحلا

Source: Bihar al-Anwar, v. 14, p. 255

“When Jesus reached the age of seven he spoke with 
prophethood and messengerhood when God revealed 

to him. Jesus, thus, became [God’s} proof over John and 
all of humanity.”- Imam al-Baqir (a)



Jesus’ Mission

يبن ةئامتسو ىسیع مھرخآو ،ىسوم لیئارسإ ينب نم يبن لوأ

Source: Bihar al-Anwar, v. 14, p. 251

“The first prophet [sent to the Israelites] from among 
the Israelites was Moses and the last among them is 

Jesus and between them is 600 prophets.”- The 
Prophet (s)



Jesus’ Mission
 لاو دودح ماكحأ لاو صاصق اھیف سیل دودحو لاثمأو ظعاوم لیجنلإا يف ىسیع ىلع لزنأ و

ةاروتلا يفملاسلا ھیلع ىسومىلع لزن ناك ام فیفخت ھیلع لزنأو ،ثیراوم ضرف

“God revealed the Evangel to Jesus containing admonishments, 
parable, penal code, but it did not contain retaliatory laws, or 

inheritance laws. And [God] revealed to him certain laws that were less 
burdensome than what was revealed to Moses in the Torah.”- Imam al-

Sadiq (a)

Source: Bihar al-Anwar, v. 14, p. 251



Jesus’ Mission
نِوُعیطَِأوَ bَّاْ اوُقَّتاَف مُْكِّبَّر نمِّ ةٍَیآِب مُكُتْئجِوَ مُْكیْلَعَ مَرِّحُ يذَِّلا ضَعَْب مُكلَ َّلحُِلأِوَ

“…and to make lawful for you some of what was forbidden to you. And 
I have come to you with a sign from your Lord, so fear God and obey 

me.” Quran 3:50



Jesus’ Mission

ناضمر رھشنم تلخ ةلیل ةرشع ثلاثل لیجنلإا لزنأ

“God revealed the Evangel on the thirteenth of Ramadan.”- The 
Prophet (s)



Jesus’ Mission
• To establish his credibility among people, God equipped him with 

miracles:
 رِیَّْطلا ةَِئیْھَكَ نِیطِّلا نَمِّ مُكَل قُُلخَْأ يِّنَأ مُْكِّبَّر نمِّ ةٍَیآِب مُكُتْئجِ دَْق يِّنَأ لَیِئارَسِْإ يِنَب ىَلِإً لاوُسرَوَ
 مُكُئِّبَنُأوَ bِّا نِذْإِِب ىَتوْمَلْا يِـیحُْأوَ صَرَبَْلأاوَ ھمَكْلأا ءُىرِبُْأوَ bِّا نِذْإِِب ارًیْطَ نُوُكَیَف ھِیِف خُُفنَأَف

نَیِنمِؤُّْم مُتنُك نِإ مُْكَّلً ةَیلآ كَلَِذ يِف َّنِإ مُْكِتوُیُب يِف نَورُخَِّدَت امَوَ نَوُلُكْأَت امَِب
“And [make him] a messenger to the Children of Israel, [who will say], 
'Indeed I have come to you with a sign from your Lord in that I design 
for you from clay [that which is] like the form of a bird, then I breathe 
into it and it becomes a bird by permission of God. And I cure the blind 
and the leper, and I give life to the dead - by permission of God. And I 

inform you of what you eat and what you store in your houses. Indeed 
in that is a sign for you, if you are believers.”- Quran 3:49



God’s Teachings to Jesus

• God spoke to Jesus throughout his life through the following means 
as outlined in the Quran:

ّلكَُی نَأ رٍشََبلِ نَاكَ امَوَ  امَ ھِِنذْإِِب يَحِوُیَف لاًوُسرَ لَسِرُْی وَْأ بٍاجَحِ ءارَوَ نمِ وَْأ اًیحْوَ َّلاِإُ bَّاُ ھمَِ
مٌیكِحَ ٌّيلِعَُ ھَّنِإ ءاشََی

“It is not fitting for a man that God should speak to him except by 
inspiration, or from behind a veil, or by the sending of a messenger to 

reveal, with God’s permission, what God wills: for He is Most High, 
Most Wise.” Quran 42:51



God’s Teachings to Jesus

• Once God told him:

“O Jesus! I do not forget those who forget Me, so how could I possibly 
forget those who remember Me? And I am not stingy with those who 

disobey Me, so how can I possibly be stingy with those who obey Me?”

Source: Jesus Through Shi’ite Narrations, p. 286



God’s Teachings to Jesus

• God also told him:

“It is ironic that My believing servant is saddened when I withhold 
worldly pleasure from him even though that is potentially when he is 

most beloved and nearest to Me. And he exults when I lay forth worldly 
pleasure for him even though that is potentially when he is most 

despicable and furthest from Me.”

Source: Jesus Through Shi’ite Narrations, p. 286



God’s Teachings to Jesus

God once said to him:

“O Jesus! If I am angry with you, the pleasure of those who are pleased 
with you will not benefit you, and if I am pleased with you, the anger of 

those who are angry with you will not harm you.”



God’s Teachings to Jesus

• God once revealed to him:

“O Jesus! How numerous are the people and how few is the number of 
the patient. The trees are numerous, but those that are good among 
them are few. Do not be deceived by the beauty of a tree until you 

taste its fruit.”



God’s Teachings to Jesus
• Once Jesus passed by a grave and witnessed angels of chastisement 

punishing the person in it. When he passed by the same grave again, 
he witnessed angels of mercy and streams of light around the grave. 
He was surprised to see this and he asked God about it.
• God told him, “O Jesus! This person was a sinner. He left his wife 

pregnant. She bore and raised his child until he grew up. She turned 
him over to the charge of the scribes to be educated. His teacher 
instructed him to say, ‘In the Name of God, the All-Beneficent, the 
Ever-Merciful.’ Because of this, I felt embarrassed that I was chastising 
this man with fire in the bowels of the earth while his child was 
remembering my name on the surface of the earth.

• Source: Jesus Through Shi’ite Narrations, p. 300 



Prophecy of Ahmad
ّدصَُّم مُكیَْلِإ bَِّا لُوُسرَ يِّنِإ لَیِئارَسِْإ يِنَب اَی مََیرْمَ نُبْا ىسَیعِ لَاَق ذِْإوَ ّل اًقِ نَمِ َّيَدَی نَیَْب امَِ

نٌیِبُّم رٌحْسِ اَذھَ اوُلاَق تِاَنِّیَبلْاِب مُھءاجَ اَّملََفُ دمَحَْأُ ھمُسْا يدِعَْب نمِ يِتْأَی لٍوُسرَِب ارًشَِّبمُوَ ةِارَوَّْتلا

“And [mention] when Jesus, the son of Mary, said, "O children of Israel, 
indeed I am the messenger of God to you confirming what came before 
me of the Torah and bringing good tidings of a messenger to come after 

me, whose name is Ahmad." But when he came to them with clear 
evidences, they said, "This is obvious magic.” Quran 61:6



Prophecy of Ahmad
 مُھرُمُْأَی لِیجِنْلإِاوَ ةِارَوَّْتلا يِف مُْھَدنعِ اًبوُتكْمَُ ھَنوُدجَِی يذَِّلا َّيمُِّلأا َّيِبَّنلا لَوُسَّرلا نَوُعِبَّتَی نَیذَِّلا

مْھُنْعَ عُضََیوَ ثَِئآَبخَلْا مُھِیَْلعَ مُرِّحَُیوَ تِاَبِّیَّطلا مُھُلَ ُّلحُِیوَ رِكَنمُلْا نِعَ مُْھاھَنَْیوَ فِورُعْمَلْاِب
 يَذَِّلارَوُّنلاْ اوُعَبَّتاوَُ هورُصََنوَُ هورَُّزعَوَ ھِِبْ اوُنمَآ نَیذَِّلاَف مْھِیْلَعَ تَْناكَ يِتَّلا لََلاغَْلأاوَ مُْھرَصِْإ

نَوحُلِفْمُلْا مُُھ كَِئَـلوُْأُ ھَعمَ لَزِنُأ
“Those who follow the Messenger, the Gentile prophet, whom they find 

written in what they have of the Torah and the Evangel, who enjoins 
upon them what is right and forbids them what is wrong and makes 
lawful for them the good things and prohibits for them the evil and 

relieves them of their burden and the shackles which were upon them. 
So they who have believed in him, honored him, supported him and 

followed the light which was sent down with him - it is those who will 
be the successful.” Quran 7:157



Jesus’ Character
• Jesus’ behavior was impeccable. He never did anything the least bit 

reprehensible, he never turned away an orphan, he never laughed 
boisterously, he never even shooed a fly from his face, and he never 
held his nose in aversion to a rotten smell for fear of offending the 
one who was responsible for it.

 اذھ حیر نتنأ ام :نویراوحلا لاقف ةفیج ىلع نییراوحلا عم رم ملاسلا ھیلع ھنأ يورو
!ھنانسأ ضایب دشأ ام :ملاسلا ھیلع ىسیعلاقف !بلكلا

“Once he passed by the rotting corpse of a dog with his disciples and 
they said exclaimed in disgust, “How rotten is its smell!” Jesus calmly 

noted, “How brilliantly white are its teeth.”
Source: Bihar al-Anwar, v. 14, p. 327



Jesus’ Character
و ،نَشِخَلْا سَُبلَْیوَ ،رَجَحَلْاُ دَّسوََتَی نَاكَ دَْقَلَف ،)ملاسلا ھیلع(مََیرْمَ نِبْ ىسَیعِ يِف تُلُْق تَْئشِ نِْإوَ
ضِرْلاْا قَرِاشَمَ ءِاَتشِّلا يفُ ھُلَلاظِوَ ،رَمََقلْا لِیَّْللاَبُ ھجُارَسِوَ ،عَوجُلْاُ ھمُاَدِإ نَاكَوَ ،بَشِجَلا لُُكْاَی

ٌ دَلوََ لاوَ ُ،ھُنِتفَْتٌ ةجَوْزَُ ھَل نُْكَت مَْلوَ ،مِِئاھََبلْلِ ضُرْلاْا تُِبنُْت امَُ ھُناحَیْرَوَُ ھُتھَكِاَفوَ ،اھََبرِاَغمَوَ
ُ!هاَدَیُ ھمُدِاخَوَ ُ،هَلاجْرُِ ھُتَّباَد ُ،ھُّلذُِی عٌمَطََ لاوَ ُ،ھُتفِلَْی لٌامََ لاوَ ُ،ھُنزُحَْی

“If you desire I will tell you about Jesus son Mary. He used a stone for his pillow, put 
on coarse clothes and ate plain bread flavored only by the intensity of his hunger. 
At night, his lantern was the light of the moon. In winter, his shelter from the cold 
was the open lands of the east and west. His fruits and vegetables were what the 
earth produced for beasts. He did not have a wife to infatuate him, nor a child to 
cause him regret, nor wealth to distract him, nor greed to abase him. His mount 

was his legs. And his servant was his own two hands.”- Imam Ali (a)

Source: Nahjulbalagha, sermon 160



The Disciples 
• As with all prophets sent to guide the children of Israel, Jesus faced 

staunch opposition from many of the Israelites.
• He needed to distinguish between his supporters and enemies, so he 

asked them who among them would be his helpers:
 اَّنمَآ bِّا رُاصَنَأ نُحَْن نَوُّیرِاوَحَلْا لَاَق bِّا ىَلِإ يرِاصَنَأ نْمَ لَاَق رَفُْكلْا مُھُنْمِ ىسَیعِ َّسحََأ اَّمَلَف

نَومُلِسْمُ اَّنَأِب دْھَشْاوَ bِّاِب
“But when Jesus felt [persistence in] disbelief from them, he said, "Who 
are my supporters for [the cause of] God?" The disciples said," We are 
supporters for God. We have believed in God and testify that we are 

Muslims [submitting to Him].” Quran 3:52



The Disciples 

نَیدِھِاَّشلا عَمَ اَنبُْتكْاَف لَوُسَّرلا اَنعَْبَّتاوَ تْلَزَنَأ امَِب اَّنمَآ اَنَّبرَ

“O Lord! We believe in all that You have sent down, and we follow your 
messenger, so record us among those who testify that he fulfilled his 

duty.” Quran 3:53
• From this verse, we can infer that even prophets are not exempt from 

interrogation on the Day of Judgement.



The Disciples 
• The disciples of Jesus are twelve and they came to be known as the 

“disciples” نوّیراوحلا . Imam al-Ridha was asked why the disciples of Jesus 
were called “hawariyyun”:

 لسغلاب خسولا نم بایثلا نوصلخی نیراصق اوناك مھنلأ ،نییراوح اومس مھنإف سانلا دنع امأ :لاق
 نیصلخم اوناك مھنلأ ،نییراوحلا نویراوحلا يمسف اندنع امأو راوحلا زبخلا نم قتشم مسا وھو

ریكذتلاو ظعولاب بونذلا خاسوأ نم مھریغل نیصلخمو مھسفنأ يف
“According to people, they were called hawariyyun because they were 

washermen-they used to purify clothes of dirt by washing them. It is a word 
derived from white bread baked with flour that has been sieved multiple 

times. According to us, they were called hawariyyun because they 
themselves were pure and they purified others of the filth of sin by 

admonishing and reminding them.”
Source: U’yun Akhbar al-Ridha, v. 1, p. 85


