
Jesus in the Quran
Lesson 1



Jesus’ Ancestors

• According to the Islamic tradition, the story of Jesus’ birth begins two 
generations before him.

• His grandmother Anna, or Hannah was married to Joachim who was 
one of God’s chosen prophets and a messenger sent to the Israelites.

• The name “Joachim” is said to mean “God makes firm”. It’s possible 
that this was an honorific title since the Quran refers to him by the 
name “Imran”.



Jesus’ Ancestors

 ایبن ناك معن :لاقف ؟ایبن ناكأ نارمع نع ،ملاسلا ھیلع رفعج ابأتلأس :لاقریصب يبأنع
،نیتخأ ایركز ةأرما ةنانحو نارمع ةأرما ةنح تناكو ،ھموق ىلإ لاسرم

Abu Basir said: I asked Abu Ja’far (Imam al-Baqir) about whether Imran 
was a prophet. The Imam said: Yes, he was a prophet sent to his 
people. His wife Anna and Elizabeth, the wife of Zachariah, were 

sisters.”

Source: Bihar al-Anwar, v. 14, p. 202
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The Prophecy of Jesus’ Birth

 ،ایوس اركذ كل بھاو ينأ نارمع ىلإ ىحوأ ىلاعت الله نإ :لاق ملاسلا ھیلع الله دبع يبأ نع
لیئارسإ ينب ىلإ لاوسر ھلعاجو ،الله نذإبىتوملايیحیو صربلأاو ھمكلأا ئربی ،اكرابم

“God communicated to Imran: I shall bestow upon you a blessed male 
child who will heal the blind and the leprous and revive the dead by 
God’s permission. I shall make him a messenger to the Israelites.”-

Imam al-Sadiq (a)

Source: al-Kafi, v. 1, p. 535



The Prophecy of Jesus’ Birth

• Anna soon became pregnant and as the pregnancy progressed, Imran 
reassured Anna saying: “God has promised to grant me in this very 
month a child who will be a prophet.”

• Imran, however, died less than a month before the child’s birth.
• The Quran quotes the supplication of Anna as the carried the child in 

her womb:



The Prophecy of Jesus’ Birth

عُیمَِّسلا تَنَأ كََّنِإ يِّنمِ لَّْبَقَتَف ارًَّرحَمُ يِنطَْب يِف امَ كََل تُرَْذَن يِّنِإ بِّرَ نَارَمْعُِ ةَأرَمْا تَِلاَق ذِْإ
مُیلَِعلْا

“And when the wife of Imran said: ‘My Lord, I dedicate to you what is in 
my womb as one free to serve you, so accept him from me. You are the 

All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.” Quran 3:35



Mary is Born

• When she bore a girl, she was utterly confused and perplexed:
 يِّنِإوَ ىَثنُلأاكَ رُكََّذلا سَیْلَوَ تَْعضَوَ امَِب مُلَعَْأُ Lّاوَ ىَثنُأ اھَُتعْضَوَ يِّنِإ بِّرَ تَْلاَق اھَْتَعضَوَ اَّمَلَف

مِیجَِّرلا نِاطَیَّْشلا نَمِ اھََتَّیرُِّذوَ كَِب اھَُذیعُِأ يِّنِإوِ مََیرْمَ اھَُتیَّْمسَ
“But when she delivered her, she said, "My Lord, I have delivered a 

female." And God was most knowing of what she delivered, "And the 
male is not like the female. And I have named her Mary, and I seek 

refuge for her in You and [for] her descendants from Satan, the expelled 
[from the mercy of God].” Quran 3:36



Mary

• Without her father, Mary was an orphan with no male guardian.
• Zechariah, as her maternal aunt’s husband, and more importantly a 

prophet of God was naturally the best candidate.
• There were several Rabbis within the temple who felt they were more 

worthy of serving as Mary’s guardian, so they decided to cast lots.
• The winner would be the official guardian and caretaker of Mary 



Mary

نَومُصَِتخَْی ذِْإ مْھِیَْدَل تَنُك امَوَ مََیرْمَ لُُفكَْی مْھُُّیَأ مْھُمََلاقَْأ نوُقلُْی ذِْإ مْھِیَْدَل تَنُك امَوَ

“And you were not with them when they cast their lots as to which of 
them should be responsible for Mary. Nor were you with them when 

they disputed.” Quran 3:44

• Zechariah's lot was drawn and he become the guardian of Mary.



Mary

• For the entire duration of her childhood, as per her mother’s 
dedication, Mary remained in the temple and never set foot out of it.

• Her work was to serve the worshipers and priests alongside the other 
girls and boys who had been dedicated.

• In the presence of priests, especially her guardian, Zechariah, she 
gained a deep knowledge of God and the Sacred Law.

• This state of affairs continued as long as Mary was a child. It was 
when she came of age that her continued service to the male 
worshipers became problematic as she had developed into a beautiful 
woman.



Mary

 ىتح يقلخ تنسح بر ای :لوقتف ،اھنسح يف تنتتفا دق يتلاةمایقلا مویءانسحلا ةأرملاب ىتؤت
،نتتفت ملف اھانسح دق ؟هذھ وأ نسحأ تنأ :لاقیف ملاسلا اھیلع میرمب ءاجیف ،تیقل ام تیقل

“Attractive women will be brought on the Day of Judgement who 
believed their inordinate beauty justified their sexual indecency. Then 
[God] will present Mary to them and ask, ’Are you more beautiful or 

she? We made her beautiful, yet she was not tempted.”- Imam al-Sadiq 
(a)

Source: Bihar al-Anwar, v. 12, p. 341



Mary

• Mary was about to begin menstruation, and it was against the Sacred 
Law for a woman in that state to remain in the temple. Thus, for the 
first time, since the day she was born, she left the temple.

• She had lost her mother at this time and thus she stayed with 
Zechariah and Elizabeth.

• In their house, she spent a week or ten days until she was clean. Then 
she withdrew from her new foster family to return to the temple.



Mary

اYیِقرْشَ اًناكَمَ اھَلِھَْأ نْمِ تَْذَبَتنا ذِِإ مََیرْمَ بِاَتكِلْا يِف رُْكذْاوَ

And mention, in the Book Mary, when she withdrew from her family to 
a place to an easterly place.” Quran 19:16

• This easterly place was the most sacred part of the temple.
• Zechariah took it upon himself, as her guardian, to find her a suitable 

place to worship away from the prying eyes of strange men.
• Only Zechariah was permitted to enter her private quarters.



Mary

• Mary was a woman of supreme spiritual excellence. She was granted 
the special privilege by God of being able to hear and converse with 
angels:

نَیمَِلاَعلْا ءاسَِن ىلَعَ كِاَفطَصْاوَ كِرََّھطَوَ كِاَفطَصْا Lَّا َّنِإ مَُیرْمَ اَیُ ةكَِئَلامَلْا تِلَاَق ذِْإوَ
“And when the angels said, "O Mary, indeed God has chosen you and 
purified you and chosen you above the women of the worlds.” Quran 

3:42



Mary

 دِنعِ نْمِ وَُھ تْلَاَق اَذـھَ كِلَ ىَّنَأ مَُیرْمَ اَی لَاَقً اقزْرِ اھََدنعَِ دجَوَ بَارَحْمِلْا اَّیرِكَزَ اھَیْلَعَ لَخََد امََّلُك
بٍاسَحِ رِیَْغِب ءاشََی نمَ قُزُرَْی Lَّا َّنإ Lِّا

“Every time Zechariah entered upon her in the prayer chamber, he 
found with her provision. He said, "O Mary, from where is this [coming] 
to you?" She said, "It is from God. Indeed, God provides for whom He 

wills without account.” Quran 3:37



Mary

ءاتشلا يف فیصلا ةھكافو ،فیصلا يف ءاتشلا ةھكاف اھدنع اذإف ایركز اھیلع لخدف

“Zechariah entered [her prayer chamber] and found with her winter 
fruits in the summer and summer fruits in the winter.”- Imam al-Ridha

(a)

Source: Bihar al-Anwar, v. 14, p. 204



Mary

• One day as she was worshiping in her temple, a handsome man 
appeared.

 نمَحَّْرلاِبُ ذوُعَأ يِّنِإ تَْلاَق اYیوِسَ ارًشََب اھَلَ لََّثمََتَف اَنحَورُ اھَیَْلِإ اَنلْسَرَْأَف اًباجَحِ مْھِِنوُد نمِ تَْذخََّتاَف
اYیقَِت تَنُك نِإ كَنمِ

So she took a veil (to screen herself) from them; then We sent to her 
Our spirit, and there appeared to her a well-made man. She said, 

"Indeed, I seek refuge in the Most Merciful from you, [so leave me], if 
you should be fearing of God.” Quran 19:17-18



Glad-Tidings 

 مَْلوَ رٌشََب يِنسْسَمَْی مَْلوَ مٌلاَُغ يلِ نُوُكَی ىَّنَأ تَْلاَق اYیكِزَ امًلاَُغ كَِل بَھََلأِ كِِّبرَ لُوُسرَ اَنَأ امََّنِإ لَاَق
اYیضِقَّْم ارًمَْأ نَاكَوَ اَّنمًِّ ةمَحْرَوَ سِاَّنللًِ ةَیآُ ھلََعجَْنلِوَ نٌِّیھَ َّيَلعَ وَُھ كُِّبرَ لَاَق كِلَِذكَ لَاَق اYیغَِب كَُأ

“He said, "I am only the messenger of your Lord to give you [news of] a 
pure boy. She said, "How can I have a boy while no man has touched 

me and I have not been unchaste?” He said, "Thus [it will be]; your Lord 
says, 'It is easy for Me, and We will make him a sign to the people and a 
mercy from Us. And it is a matter [already] decreed.’ “ Quran 19:19-21



The Miraculous Conception

• With the power invested in Gabriel by God, he breathed into the 
womb of Mary the spirit of life-the same spirit that had given Adam 
life- and the embryo of Jesus was conceived.

• Mary was hailed and congratulated by delegations of angels:
 يِف اھًیجِوَ مََیرْمَ نُبْا ىسَیعِ حُیسِمَلْاُ ھمُسْاُ ھنْمِّ ةٍمَلِكَِب كِرُشَِّبُی Lَّا َّنِإ مَُیرْمَ اَیُ ةكَِئلآمَلْا تَِلاَق ذِْإ

نَیِبَّرَقمُلْا نَمِوَ ةِرَخِلآاوَ اَینُّْدلا
“And when the angels said, "O Mary, indeed God gives you good tidings 
of a word from Him, whose name will be the Messiah, Jesus, the son of 
Mary - distinguished in this world and the Hereafter and among those 

brought near [to God]. Quran 3:45



The Birth of Jesus

• How long did her pregnancy last?
ملاسلا امھیلع يلعنبا نیسحلاو ،میرم نب ىسیع لاإ رھشأ ةتسل دلوی مل

“No child has been born at six months except for Jesus son of Mary and 
Hussien son of Ali, peace be upon them both.”- Imam al-Sadiq (a)

Source: Bihar al-Anwar, v. 14, p. 207



The Birth of Jesus

اَذھَ لَبَْق ُّتمِ يِنَتیَْل اَی تَْلاَق ةَِلخَّْنلاِ عذْجِ ىلَِإ ضُاخَمَلْا اھَءاجََأَف اYیصَِق اًناكَمَ ھِِب تَْذَبَتناَفُ ھْتلَمَحََف
اYیسِنَّم اًیسَْن تُنُكوَ

“So she conceived him, and she withdrew with him to a remote place. 
And the pains of childbirth drove her to the trunk of a palm tree. She 

said, "Oh, I wish I had died before this and was in oblivion, forgotten.” 
Quran 19:22-23



The Birth of Jesus

• Then, in that barren plain, with no one to help her, or even to hear he 
cries, without even the shade of a tree, on Tuesday, the 25th of Dhul
Qi’dah, Mary gave birth.

• From the ground where he lay, Jesus, son of Mary, called out to his 
mother with strength and comfort saying:

اYیرِسَ كَِتحَْت كُِّبرَ لََعجَ دَْق يِنزَحَْت َّلاَأ اھَِتحَْت نمِ اھَاَداَنَف
“Then he called her from below her, "Do not grieve; your Lord has 

provided beneath you a stream.” Quran 19:24



The Birth of Jesus

 نَمِ َّنِیرََت اَّمإَِف اًنیْعَ يرَِّقوَ يِبرَشْاوَ يلُِكَف اYیِنجَ اًبطَرُ كِیَْلعَ طِْقاسَُت ةِلَخَّْنلاِ عذْجِِب كِیْلَِإ يزُِّھوَ
ّلكَُأ نْلََف امًوْصَ نِمَحَّْرللِ تُرَْذَن يِّنِإ يلِوُقَف اًدحََأ رِشََبلْا  اYیسِنِإ مَوَْیلْا مَِ

“And shake toward you the trunk of the palm tree; it will drop upon you 
ripe, fresh dates. So eat and drink and be contented. And if you see 

from among humanity anyone, say, 'Indeed, I have vowed to the Most 
Merciful a fast, so I will not speak today to [any] person.” Quran 19:25-

26



Allegations

• On the very evening of her delivery Mary returned to the city with 
Jesus in her arms.

َ أرَمْا كِوُبَأ نَاكَ امَ نَورُاھَ تَخُْأ اَی اYیرَِف اًئیْشَ تِْئجِ دَْقلَ مَُیرْمَ اَی اوُلاَقُ ھُلمِحَْت اھَمَوَْق ھِِب تَْتَأَف
اYیغَِب كُِّمُأ تَْناكَ امَوَ ءٍوْسَ

“Then she brought him to her people, carrying him. They said, "O Mary, 
you have certainly done a strange thing. O sister of Aaron, your father 

was not a man of evil, nor was your mother unchaste.” Quran 19:27-28



Jesus Speaks

ّلكَُن فَیْكَ اوُلاَق ھِیْلَِإ تْرَاشََأَف يِنَلَعجَوَ بَاَتكِلْا يَِناَتآ Lَِّاُ دبْعَ يِّنِإ لَاَق اYیِبصَ دِھْمَلْا يِف نَاكَ نمَ مُِ
اYیحَ تُمُْد امَ ةِاكََّزلاوَ ةِلاََّصلاِب يِناصَوَْأوَ تُنُك امَ نَیَْأ اكًرَاَبمُ يِنَلَعجَوَ اYیِبَن

“So she pointed to him. They said, "How can we speak to one who is in 
the cradle a child?" [Jesus] said, "Indeed, I am the servant of God. He 
has given me the Book and made me a prophet. And He has made me 

blessed wherever I am and has enjoined upon me prayer and 
almsgiving as long as I remain alive.” Quran 19:29-31



Jesus Speaks

 اYیحَ ثَُعبُْأ مَوَْیوَ تُومَُأ مَوَْیوَ ُّتدلِوُ مَوَْی َّيَلعَ مُلاََّسلاوَ اYیقِشَ ارًاَّبجَ يِنلَْعجَْی مَْلوَ يِتَدلِاوَِب اYرَبوَ
نَورَُتمَْی ھِیِف يذَِّلا قِّحَلْا لَوَْق مََیرْمَ نُبْا ىسَیعِ كَلَِذ

“And [made me] dutiful to my mother, and He has not made me a 
wretched tyrant. And peace be upon me the day I was born and the 
day I will die and the day I am raised alive. That is Jesus, the son of 

Mary - the word of truth about which they are in dispute.”


