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The Earth
• Conducive to living:

اًداھَمِ ضَرَْلأْا لَِعجَْن مَْلَأ
“Have We not made the earth a resting place?” Quran 78:6

 تِارَمََّثلا نَمِ ھِِب جَرَخَْأَف ءامَ ءامََّسلا نَمِ لَزَنَأوَ ءاَنِب ءامََّسلاوًَ اشارَِف ضَرَْلأا مُُكلَ لََعجَ يذَِّلا
مُْكَّلً اقزْرِ

“[He] who made for you the earth a bed [spread out] and the sky a 
ceiling and sent down from the sky, rain and brought forth thereby 

fruits as provision for you.” Quran 2:22



The Earth
• In the following narration, Imam Al-Sajjad expounds on this verse:

 لاو ،مكقرحتف ةرارحلاو ءامحلا ةدیدش اھلعجی ملو مكداسجلأ ةقفاوم مكعئابطب ةمئلام اھلعج
مكدمجتف ةدوربلا ةدیدش

”God has arranged the earth adapted to your nature and appropriate 
for your bodies. He made it neither very hot so that it roasts you, nor 

very cold so that it freezes you…”



The Earth

 ءاملاك نیللا ةدیدش لا و ،مكبطعتف نتنلا دیدش لاو مكتاماھ عدصتف حیرلا بیط دیدش لاو
،مكاتوم روبقو مكتینبأو مكرود يف مكیلع عنتمتف ةبلاصلا ةدیدش لاو ،مكقرغتف

“He made it neither too aromatic so much so that its odor does not
cause you headaches , nor too foul-smelling to cause your suffering. He 

planned it neither too soft so that you be drowned in it, like in water, 
nor too rigid and stable to enable you to build houses and make graves 

to bury the corpses of your men…”

Source: Tafseer Nur al-Thaqalayn, v. 1, p. 41



The Earth

• Spherical:
بِرِاَغمَلْاوَ قِرِاشَمَلْا بِّرَِب مُسِقُْأ لاََف

“I swear by the Lord of the easts and the wests…” Quran 70:40
• Sayid Al-Khoie writes:
“This verse indicates that the Sun rises and sets over the Earth at more 
than one point, therefore implying that the Earth is round. Accordingly, 

the rising of the Sun over any part of the globe coincides with its 
setting over the other.



The Mountains

• Stabilizers: 
اًداَتوَْأ لَاَبجِلْاوَ

“Did We not make the mountains into pegs?” Quran 78:7

مُْكِبَ دیمَِت نَأ يَسِاوَرَ ضِرَْلأْا يِف ىَقلَْأوَ
“He cast into the earth firmly-fixed [mountains] to prevent it from 

quaking with you.” Quran 31:10



The Mountains

• The Quran does not say that mountains prevent earthquakes per se, 
but simply that they decrease their intensity to such an extent, that 
humans do not feel them. The earth still quakes – sure – but it 
doesn’t “quake with you”, meaning that you don’t feel its effects as 
much as you otherwise might.

• Mountains don’t just exist on the land surface; they also exist under 
the sea. In fact, since some 70% of the earth’s surface is covered in 
water, the vast majority of mountains are actually out of sight, on the 
sea floor. 



Mountains

• The Quranic use of two separate terms for mountains correlates 
beautifully to this categorisation of two types of mountains –
jibaal for land mountains and rawaasiya for mountains under the 

sea, also known as “seamounts” in Geology.
• Numerous researchers have come to the conclusion that seamounts 

play an important role in reducing earthquake activity. They posit that 
seamounts diffuse huge ‘megathrust’ earthquakes into much smaller 
earthquakes.



Mountains

• Movement:
 رٌیِبخَُھَّنِإ ءٍيْشَ َّلُك نََقْتَأ يذَِّلا Zَِّا عَنْصُ بِاحََّسلا َّرمَ ُّرمَُت يَھِوًَ ةَدمِاجَ اھَُبسَحَْت لَاَبجِلْا ىرََتوَ

نَوُلَعفَْت امَِب
“You will see the mountains, thinking them to be stationary, while in 
fact they move like the clouds. This is done by God who has sturdily 

made everything. He is aware of whatever you do.” Quran 27:88



Wind

• Bearer of mercy:
 تٍِّیَّم دٍَلَبلُِ هاَنقُْسً لااَقِث اًباحَسَ تَّْلَقَأ اَذِإ ىَّتحَ ھِِتمَحْرَ يَْدَی نَیَْب ارًشُْب حَاَیرِّلا لُسِرُْی يذَِّلا وَُھوَ

تِارَمََّثلا لُِّك نمِ ھِِب اَنجْرَخَْأَف ءامَلْا ھِِب اَنلْزَنَأَف
“And it is He who sends the winds as good tidings before His mercy 
until, when they have carried heavy rainclouds, We drive them to a 
dead land and We send down rain therein and bring forth thereby 

[some] of all the fruits…” Quran 7:57



Wind

• Pollinator:
نَیِنزِاخَِبُ ھلَ مُْتنَأ امَوَُ هومُُكاَنیَْقسَْأَف ءامَ ءامََّسلا نَمِ اَنلْزَنَأَف حَِقاوََل حَاَیرِّلا اَنلْسَرَْأوَ

“And We have sent the pollinating winds and sent down water from the 
sky and given you drink from it. And you are not its retainers.” Quran 

15:22



Wind

• Propeller of Ships:
ّل تٍاَیلآَ كَلَِذ يِف َّنِإ هِرِھْظَ ىَلعََ دكِاوَرَ نَلْلَظَْیَف حَیرِّلا نِكِسُْیْ أشََی نِإ رٍوُكشَ رٍاَّبصَ لُِّكِ

“If He wished he would make the wind go still whereat the ships would 
languish on the sea’s surface. In this there are signs for everyone 

patient and grateful.” Quran 42:33



Lightning

اًعمَطَوَ اًفوْخَ قَرَْبلْا مُُكیرُِی يذَِّلا وَُھ

“He is the one who shows you lightning to instill fear and hope…” Quran 
13:12

• Lightning balances the earth's electricity and helps fertilize the soil.



Seas and Oceans

 كَلُْفلْا ىرََتوَ اھََنوُسَبلَْتً ةَیلْحُِ ھنْمِْ اوجُرِخَْتسَْتوَ اiیرِطَ امًحْلَُ ھنْمِْ اوُلُكْأَتلِ رَحَْبلْا رََّخسَ يذَِّلا وَُھوَ
نَورُُكشَْت مُْكَّلَعَلوَ ھِلِضَْف نمِْ اوُغَتبَْتلِوَ ھِیِف رَخِاوَمَ

“He is the one who subjugated the sea so that you may eat fresh meat 
from it and extract from it ornaments to wear. And you see the ships 
cutting through it so that, among other things, you may seek of his 

bounty and so you may be grateful.” Quran 16:14



Vegetation

نِیَْنْثا نِیْجَوْزَ اھَیِف لََعجَ تِارَمََّثلا لُِّك نمِوَ
“...and of every kind of fruit [tree] he made a pair.” Quran 13:3

• Here the word “pair” refers the male and female counterparts 
• Sex in animals has been known for at least ten thousand years, and 

this knowledge was exploited during animal domestication in the 
Neolithic period. In contrast, sex in plants wasn't discovered until the 
late seventeenth century.



Vegetation

ٍجیھَِبٍ جوْزَ لُِّك نمِ اھَیِف اَنْتَبنَأوَ
“...and we made grow on earth every delightful plant.” Quran 50:7

• The term ةجھب refers to something that brings happiness when it is 
seen.

مٍیرِكٍَ جوْزَ لُِّك نمِ اھَیِف اَنْتَبنَأ مْكَ ضِرَْلأْا ىَلِإ اوْرََی مَْلوََ◌
“Do they not regard the earth and how we made grow on it every 

valuable plant.” Quran 26:7



Animals

ءاَّم نمِ ةٍَّباَد َّلُك قََلخَُ Zَّاوَ
“And God created every animal from water…”

• Possible meanings of the verse:
(1) water is an essential component in all organisms 
(2) all organisms originated in water 



Animals

 مھُنْمِوَ نِیَْلجْرِ ىلَعَ يشِمَْی نَّم مھُنْمِوَ ھِِنطَْب ىَلعَ يشِمَْی نَّم مھُنْمَِف ءاَّم نمِ ةٍَّباَد َّلُك قََلخَُ Zَّاوَ
رٌیدَِق ءٍيْشَ لُِّك ىلَعَ Zََّا َّنِإ ءاشََی امَُ Zَّا قُُلخَْیٍ عَبرَْأ ىلَعَ يشِمَْی نَّم

“God created animals from water. Among them are those that move on 
theirs bellies, and among them are those that move on two legs, and 

among them are those that move on four. God creates what he wishes. 
God is able to do all things.” Quran 24:45



Animals

نمِ بِاَتكِلا يِف اَنطَّْرَف اَّم مُكُلاَثمَْأ مٌمَُأ َّلاِإ ھِیْحَاَنجَِب رُیطَِی رٍِئاطََ لاوَ ضِرَْلأا يِف ةٍَّبآَد نمِ امَوَ
نَورُشَحُْی مْھِِّبرَ ىَلِإ َّمُث ءٍيْشَ

“Every animal on earth and every bird that flies with wings are in 
communities like yours. We have not forsaken anything in the book. In 

the end, they will be gathered before their Lord.” Quran 6:38



Animals

ٍجاوَزَْأَ ةَیِنامََث مِاَعنَْلأْا نْمِّ مُكَل لَزَنَأوَ
“He sent down for you eight livestock in pairs..” Quran 39:6

• The eight refer to the pairs of camels, cows, goats and sheep as 
mentioned in Quran 6:143-144



Animals

نَوُلُكْأَت اھَنْمِوَ عُِفاَنمَوَ ءٌفْدِ اھَیِف مُْكلَ اھََقلَخَ مَاَعنَْلأاوَ
“He created cattle in which there is warmth for you and other uses and 

from them you eat.” Quran 16:5

نَوحُرَسَْت نَیحِوَ نَوحُیرُِت نَیحِ لٌامَجَ اھَیِف مُْكلَوَ
“There is in them beauty for you when you bring them home for rest 

and when you drive them forth to pasture.” Quran 16:6



Animals

مٌیحَِّر فٌوؤُرََل مُْكَّبرَ َّنِإ سُِفنَلأا قِّشِِب َّلاِإ ھِیغِلِاَبْ اوُنوُكَت مَّْل دٍلََب ىلَِإ مُْكَلاَقْثَأ لُمِحَْتوَ
“And they bear your burdens to towns which you could not have 

reached except by exerting yourselves. Indeed your Lord is kind and 
merciful.” Quran 16:7

نَومَُلعَْتَ لا امَ قُُلخَْیوًَ ةَنیزِوَ اھَوُبكَرَْتلِ رَیمِحَلْاوَ لَاَغِبلْاوَ لَیْخَلْاوَ
“And horses, mules and donkeys for you to ride and for adornment. And 

he creates what you do not know.” Quran 16:8



Animals

ّلُع سُاَّنلا اھَُّیَأ اَی لَاَقوََ دووُاَد نُامَیَْلُس ثَرِوَوَ  اَذھَ َّنِإ ءٍيْشَ لُِّك نمِ اَنیِتوُأوَ رِیَّْطلا قَطِنمَ اَنمِْ
نُیِبمُلْا لُضَْفلْا وَھَُل

“Solomon succeeded David. He told his people, “We have been taught 
the language of birds, and we have been given every kind of blessing. 

This is certainly a clear advantage.” Quran 27:16



Animals

 نُامَیَْلُس مُْكَّنمَطِحَْی لاَ مُْكَنكِاسَمَ اوُلخُدْا لُمَّْنلا اھَُّیَأ اَیٌ ةَلمَْن تْلَاَق لِمَّْنلا يدِاوَ ىَلعَ اوَْتَأ اَذِإ ىَّتحَ
نَورُُعشَْی لاَ مُْھوَُ هُدوُنجُوَ

“They marched until they reached a valley inhabited by a colony of 
ants. An ant cried out, “O ants! Take cover in your mounds. Let Solomon 

and his army not trample you without knowing.” Quran 27:18


