Islamic Cosmology

Lesson 3
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The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran

e Usage of the term “arsh” in the Quran:
1. It refers to an elevated platform with a canopy:
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“Joseph brought his parents up to the throne and they all fell prostrate
before him...” Quran 12:100



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran

* 2. It refers to the throne itself:
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“Indeed, | found [there] a woman ruling them, and she has been given
of all things, and she has a great throne.” Quran 27:23



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran

e 3. The throne of God (some usages are evidently figurative while
others may refer to a literal structure):

* Examples of figurative usage
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“The All-Beneficent sat on the throne.” Quran 20:5




The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran
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“Indeed, your Lord is God , who created the heavens and earth in six
days and then established Himself above the Throne. He covers the
night with the day, [another night] chasing it rapidly; and [He created]
the sun, the moon, and the stars, subjected by His command.

Unquestionably, His is the creation and the command; blessed is God ,
Lord of the worlds.” Quran 7:54




The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran
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“Indeed, your Lord is God , who created the heavens and the earth in six
days and then established Himself above the Throne, arranging the
matter [of His creation]...” Quran 10:3




The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran

. Examples of a p055|ble literal usage:
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“Those [angels] who carry the Throne and those around it exalt [Allah] with
praise of their Lord and believe in Him and ask forgiveness for those who have
believed, [saying], "Our Lord, You have encompassed all things in mercy and
knowledge, so forgive those who have repented and followed Your way and
protect them from the punishment of Hellfire.” Quran 40:7



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran
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“On that day, eight will bear the throne of your Lord...” Quran 69:17



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran
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“And you will see the angels surrounding the Throne, exalting [Allah]
with praise of their Lord...” Quran 39:75



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran
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“But if they turn away, say, "Sufficient for me is Allah ; there is no deity
except Him. On Him | have relied, and He is the Lord of the Great
Throne.” Quran 9:129



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran

e Usage of the term “kursi” in the Quran:
G & ok 4 f e Ll (laiti LS Sl

“We tested Solomon and cast upon his throne a [lifeless] body after
which he repented.” Quran 38:34



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran
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“God, other than whom there is no deity, is the Living, the Sustainer.
Neither drowsiness overcomes him nor sleep. To him belongs what is in
the skies and what is on earth. Who is there who can intercede before
him without his leave? He knows what is before them and what is
behind them, but they do not grasp anything of his knowledge except
what he wills. His throne spans the skies and the earth. Their protection
does not tire him, for he is the Almighty, the Great.” Quran 2:255



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran

* So what is the difference between the arsh and the kursi?
* When arsh and kursi are mentioned together, they convey different meanings.

 When arsh and kursi are mentioned separately, the meanings may overlap
and at times they may be used interchangeably.

* The verses that describe the throne as being sat upon by God, these
descriptions are undoubtedly figurative and imply God’s knowledge, power,
and maintenance of creation.

 When the arsh is said to be carried by angels, the meaning could either be
figurative or literal.



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith
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“Abu Dhar asked the Prophet about the kursi, so he replied, “ O Abu
Dhar! The seven skies and the seven earths are to the kursi no more
than a ring cast into a barren desert. And the immensity of the arsh
over the kursi is like the immensity of the barren desert over that
ring.”- Imam al-Sadiqg

Source: Tafsir al-Ayyashi



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith
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Imam al-Sadiq was asked, “Why is the Ka'bah is called the “ka’bah”?
He said, “Because it is a cube.”
It was asked, “Why is it a cube?”

He said, “Because it is aligned with al-Bayt al-Ma 'mur, and it is cubic.”
It was asked, “Why is al-Bayt al-Ma 'mur cubic?”

He said, “Because it is aligned with the arsh.”
It was asked, “Why is the arsh cubic?”
He said, “Because the teachings upon which Islam has been built are four: Glory be
to God, Praise is for God, there is no god but God, and God is greater.”



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith
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“The bearers of the throne (and the throne is knowledge) are eight.
Four from us and four are from whomever God wishes.”

Source: Al-Kafi, v. 1, p. 132



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith
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“When the Day of Resurrection comes, four will attend to the throne of
from the former generations and four from the latter generations. As
for the four from the former generations, they are Noah, Abraham,
Moses and Jesus. And as for the four from the latter generations, they
are Muhammad, Ali, Hassan and Hussein— God’s mercy be upon them
all.”- Imam al-Kadhim

Source: Al-Kafi, v. 1, p. 132



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith

* In a tradition from Salman al-Farisi, he tells of a visit by the Catholicos
of Byzantium to Medina with an entourage of one hundred.

* The visit took place shortly after the Prophet Muhammad’s death.
The Catholicos tested Abu Bakr with some questions, but he was

unable to answer. Then he posed the same questions to Ali who was
able to answer them.

* The Catholicos and his entourage converted and then Ali had them
escorted back to their lands.

e Source: Mustadrak al-Wasail, v. 12, p. 256



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith
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“The Catholicos asked the Commander of the Faithful [Ali], ‘Tell me
about God: Does He bear the throne, or does the throne bear him?



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith
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“God—mighty and glorious—is the bearer of of the throne, the skies,
the earth, what is in each, and what is between them both. This is
[evinced] by God’s statement-- mighty and glorious— “God holds the
skies and the earth lest they collapse. If they were [about] to collapse,

no one at all could hold them besides Him. He is forbearing, all-
forgiving.””



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith
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“He asked, ‘Then tell me about His statement, ‘Eight, that day, will bear
above themselves the throne of your Lord.” How is that He said that
while you said that He bears the throne, the skies, and the earth?”



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith
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“The Commander of the Faithful replied: God Almighty created the
throne out of four lights: a red light through which red is red; a green

light through which green is green; a yellow light through which yellow
is yellow; and a white light from which comes white.”



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith
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“The throne is the knowledge that God has made t

light [emanating] from His greatness. Thus, through His greatness and
His light do the hearts of believers see, and through [heedlessness of]
His greatness and His light do the ignorant defy Him, and through His
greatness and His light do those in the skies and on earth among all His
creatures seek a means to Him through various deeds and like
religions.”

ne bearers bear. It is




The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith
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“Thus, everything is borne. God carries it with His light, His greatness,
and His power. It is unable to cause for itself harm, benefit, death, life,
or resurrection. Thus, everything is borne. God Almighty is what
prevents them both from collapsing , and encompasses everything in
them; He is the life of everything and the light of everything. Exalted is
He and greatly elevated above whatever they say.’



