
Islamic Cosmology
Lesson 3



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran

• Usage of the term “arsh” in the Quran:
• 1. It refers to an elevated pla;orm with a canopy:

اًدَّجُسُ ھلَْ اوُّرخَوَ شِرَْعلْا ىَلعَ ھِیْوََبَأ عََفرَوَ
“Joseph brought his parents up to the throne and they all fell prostrate 

before him…” Quran 12:100



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran

• 2. It refers to the throne itself:
مٌیظِعَ شٌرْعَ اھََلوَ ءٍيْشَ لُِّك نمِ تَْیِتوُأوَ مْھُُكلِمَْتً ةَأرَمْا ُّتدجَوَ يِّنِإ

“Indeed, I found [there] a woman ruling them, and she has been given 
of all things, and she has a great throne.” Quran 27:23



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran

• 3. The throne of God (some usages are evidently figurative while 
others may refer to a literal structure):

• Examples of figurative usage

ىوََتسْا شِرَْعلْا ىلَعَ نُمَحَّْرلا
“The All-Beneficent sat on the throne.” Quran 20:5



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran

 لَیَّْللا يشِغُْی شِرَْعلْا ىَلعَ ىوََتسْا َّمُث مٍاَّیَأ ةَِّتسِ يِف ضَرَْلأاوَ تِاوَامََّسلا قََلخَ يذَِّلاُ Qّا مُُكَّبرَ َّنِإ
ُ Qّا كَرَاَبَت رُمَْلأاوَ قُلْخَلْاُ ھَلَ لاَأ هِرِمَْأِب تٍارََّخسَمُ مَوجُُّنلاوَ رَمََقلْاوَ سَمَّْشلاوَ اًثیِثحَُ ھُبُلطَْی رَاھََّنلا

نَیمَِلاَعلْا ُّبرَ
“Indeed, your Lord is God , who created the heavens and earth in six 
days and then established Himself above the Throne. He covers the 

night with the day, [another night] chasing it rapidly; and [He created] 
the sun, the moon, and the stars, subjected by His command. 

Unquestionably, His is the creation and the command; blessed is God , 
Lord of the worlds.” Quran 7:54



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran

رَمَْلأا رُِّبَدُی شِرَْعلْا ىَلعَ ىوََتسْا َّمُث مٍاَّیَأ ةَِّتسِ يِف ضَرَْلأاوَ تِاوَامََّسلا قََلخَ يذَِّلاُ Qّا مُُكَّبرَ َّنِإ

“Indeed, your Lord is God , who created the heavens and the earth in six 
days and then established Himself above the Throne, arranging the 

maUer [of His creaVon]…” Quran 10:3



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran

• Examples of a possible literal usage:
 اَنَّبرَ اوُنمَآ نَیذَِّللِ نَورُفِغَْتسَْیوَ ھِِب نَوُنمِؤُْیوَ مْھِِّبرَ دِمْحَِب نَوحُِّبسَُیُ ھَلوْحَ نْمَوَ شَرَْعلْا نَوُلمِحَْی نَیذَِّلا

مِیحِجَلْا بَاَذعَ مْھِِقوَ كََلیِبسَ اوُعَبَّتاوَ اوُباَت نَیذَِّللِ رْفِغْافَ امًلْعِوًَ ةمَحَّْر ءٍيْشَ َّلُك تَعْسِوَ

“Those [angels] who carry the Throne and those around it exalt [Allah] with 
praise of their Lord and believe in Him and ask forgiveness for those who have 
believed, [saying], "Our Lord, You have encompassed all things in mercy and 
knowledge, so forgive those who have repented and followed Your way and 

protect them from the punishment of Hellfire.” Quran 40:7



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran

ٌةَیِنامََث ذٍِئمَوَْی مْھَُقوَْف كَِّبرَ شَرْعَ لُمِحَْیوَ

“On that day, eight will bear the throne of your Lord...” Quran 69:17



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran

مْھِِّبرَ دِمْحَِب نَوحُِّبسَُی شِرَْعلْا لِوْحَ نْمِ نَیِّفاحََ ةكَِئلاَمَلْا ىرََتوَ

“And you will see the angels surrounding the Throne, exalting [Allah] 
with praise of their Lord…” Quran 39:75



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran

مِیظَِعلْا شِرَْعلْا ُّبرَ وَُھوَ تُلَّْكوََت ھِیْلَعَ وَُھ َّلاِإَ ھـلَِإ لاُ Qّا يَِبسْحَ لُْقَفْ اوَّْلوََت نإَِف

“But if they turn away, say, "Sufficient for me is Allah ; there is no deity 
except Him. On Him I have relied, and He is the Lord of the Great 

Throne.” Quran 9:129



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran

• Usage of the term “kursi” in the Quran:
بَاَنَأ َّمُث اًدسَجَ ھِِّیسِرُْك ىلَعَ اَنیَْقلَْأوَ نَامَیَْلُس اَّنَتَف دَْقلَوَ

“We tested Solomon and cast upon his throne a [lifeless] body a^er 
which he repented.” Quran 38:34



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran

 نمَ ضِرَْلأا يِف امَوَ تِاوَامََّسلا يِف امَُ ھَّل مٌوَْنَ لاوٌَ ةَنسُِ هُذخُْأَتَ لا مُوُّیَقلْا ُّيحَلْا وَُھ َّلاِإَ ھـلَِإَ لاُ Qّا
 َّلاِإ ھِمِلْعِنْمِّ ءٍيْشَِب نَوُطیحُِیَ لاوَ مْھَُفلْخَ امَوَ مْھِیدِیَْأ نَیَْب امَ مُلَعَْی ھِِنذْإِِب َّلاِإُ هَدنْعِ عَُفشَْی يذَِّلا اَذ

مُیظَِعلْا ُّيلَِعلْا وَُھوَ امَھُُظفْحُِ هُدوؤَُیَ لاوَ ضَرَْلأاوَ تِاوَامََّسلاُ ھُّیسِرُْك عَسِوَ ءاشَ امَِب
“God, other than whom there is no deity, is the Living, the Sustainer. 

Neither drowsiness overcomes him nor sleep. To him belongs what is in 
the skies and what is on earth. Who is there who can intercede before 

him without his leave? He knows what is before them and what is 
behind them, but they do not grasp anything of his knowledge except 

what he wills. His throne spans the skies and the earth. Their protection 
does not tire him, for he is the Almighty, the Great.” Quran 2:255



The Arsh and the Kursi in the Quran

• So what is the difference between the arsh and the kursi?
• When arsh and kursi are mentioned together, they convey different meanings. 
• When arsh and kursi are mentioned separately, the meanings may overlap 

and at times they may be used interchangeably.
• The verses that describe the throne as being sat upon by God, these 

descriptions are undoubtedly figurative and imply God’s knowledge, power, 
and maintenance of creation.

• When the arsh is said to be carried by angels, the meaning could either be
figurative or literal.



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith

 ام لضفأ ام الله لوسر ای :رذ وبأ لاق :لاق )ع(قداصلا رفعج ماملإا نع يشایعلا ریسفت يف
 ةٍقلحك لاإ يسركلا يف عبسلا نوضرلأاو عبسلا تاومسلا ام ،يسركلا ةیآ :لاق ؟كیلع لزنأ

ةقلحلا ىلع ةلافلا لضفك يسركلا ىلع شرعلا لضف نإو :لاق مث ،ةلاف ضرأبٍ ةاقلم
“Abu Dhar asked the Prophet about the kursi, so he replied, “ O Abu 
Dhar! The seven skies and the seven earths are to the kursī no more 
than a ring cast into a barren desert. And the immensity of the arsh

over the kursi is like the immensity of the barren desert over that 
ring.”- Imam al-Sadiq 

Source: Tafsir al-Ayyashi



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith

 تراص ملو ھل لیقف ةعبرم اھنلأ :لاق ؟ةبعك ةبعكلا تیمس مل لئس ھنا ملاسلا ھیلع قداصلا نع ىورو
 ءاذحب ھنلأ لاق ؟اعبرم رومعملا تیبلا راص ملو ھل لیقف عبرم وھو رومعملا تیبلا ءاذحب اھنلأ :لاق ؟ةعبرم
 :يھو عبرأ ملاسلاا اھیلع ىنب يتلا تاملكلا نلا :لاق ؟اعبرم شرعلا راص ملو ھل لیقف عبرم وھو ضرعلا

.ربكأ اللهو الله لاإ ھلإ لاو Q دمحلاو الله ناحبس
Imam al-Ṣadiq was asked, “Why is the Kaʿbah is called the “kaʿbah”?

He said, “Because it is a cube.”
It was asked, “Why is it a cube?” 

He said, “Because it is aligned with al-Bayt al-Maʿmur, and it is cubic.”
It was asked, “Why is al-Bayt al-Maʿmur cubic?” 

He said, “Because it is aligned with the arsh.”
It was asked, “Why is the arsh cubic?”

He said, “Because the teachings upon which Islam has been built are four: Glory be 
to God, Praise is for God, there is no god but God, and God is greater.” 



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith

 ةعبرأو انم ةعبرأ :ةینامث ملعلا :شرعلاو- شرعلا ةلمح :لاق ملاسلا ھیلع الله دبع يبأ نع
الله ءاش نمم

“The bearers of the throne (and the throne is knowledge) are eight. 
Four from us and four are from whomever God wishes.”

Source: Al-Kafi, v. 1, p. 132



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith

 نیلولأا نم ةعبرأ ةینامث :شرعلا ةلمح ناك ةمایقلا موی ناك اذإ :لاق ملاسلا ھیلع مظاكلا نع
.نیسحلاو نسحلاو ىلعو دمحم :نیرخلآا نم ةعبرأو ىسیعو ىسومو میھاربإو حون

“When the Day of Resurrection comes, four will attend to the throne of 
from the former generations and four from the latter generations. As 
for the four from the former generations, they are Noah, Abraham, 

Moses and Jesus. And as for the four from the latter generations, they 
are Muhammad, Ali, Hassan and Hussein– God’s mercy be upon them 

all.”- Imam al-Kadhim

Source: Al-Kafi, v. 1, p. 132



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith

• In a tradi[on from Salman al-Farisi, he tells of a visit by the Catholicos 
of Byzan[um to Medina with an entourage of one hundred.

• The visit took place shortly a_er the Prophet Muhammad’s death. 
The Catholicos tested Abu Bakr with some ques[ons, but he was 
unable to answer. Then he posed the same ques[ons to Ali who was 
able to answer them.

• The Catholicos and his entourage converted and then Ali had them 
escorted back to their lands.

• Source: Mustadrak al-Wasail, v. 12, p. 256



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith

 مأ شرعلا لمحی لجو زع الله نع ينربخأ :لاقف ملاسلا ھیلع نینمؤملا ریمأ قیلثاجلا لأس
؟ھلمحی شرعلا

“The Catholicos asked the Commander of the Faithful [Ali], ‘Tell me 
about God: Does He bear the throne, or does the throne bear him?



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith

 امھیف امو ضرلأاو تاوامسلاو شرعلا لماح لجو زع الله :ملاسلا ھیلع نینمؤملا ریمألاقف
 اتلاز نئلو لاوزت نأ ضرلأاو تاوامسلا كسمی الله نإ " :لجو زع الله لوق كلذو امھنیب امو

اروفغ امیلح ناك ھنإ هدعب نم دحأ نم امھكسمأ نإ
“God—mighty and glorious– is the bearer of of the throne, the skies, 

the earth, what is in each, and what is between them both. This is
[evinced] by God’s statement-- mighty and glorious– “God holds the 

skies and the earth lest they collapse. If they were [about] to collapse, 
no one at all could hold them besides Him. He is forbearing, all-

forgiving.’”



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith

ھنإ:تلقو ؟كلذ لاق فیكف " ةینامث ذئموی مھقوف كبر شرع لمحیو " :ھلوق نع ينربخأف :لاق
؟ضرلأاو تاوامسلاو شرعلا لمحی

“He asked, ‘Then tell me about His statement, ‘Eight, that day, will bear 
above themselves the throne of your Lord.’ How is that He said that 
while you said that He bears the throne, the skies, and the earth?”



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith

 ھنم ،رمحأ رون :ةعبرأ راونأ نم ىلاعت الله ھقلخ شرعلا نإ :ملاسلا ھیلع نینمؤملا ریمأ لاقف
 رونو ةرفصلا ترفصا ھنم رفصأ رونو ةرضخلا ترضخا ھنم رضخأ رونو ةرمحلا ترمحا

ضایبلا ھنم ضیبأ
“The Commander of the Faithful replied: God Almighty created the 

throne out of four lights: a red light through which red is red; a green 
light through which green is green; a yellow light through which yellow 

is yellow; and a white light from which comes white.”



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith

 ،نینمؤملا بولق رصبأ هرونو ھتمظعبف ،ھتمظع نم رون كلذو ةلمحلا الله ھلمح يذلا ملعلا وھو
 عیمج نم ضرلأاو تاوامسلا يف نم ىغتبا هرونو ھتمظعبو ،نولھاجلا هاداع هرونو ھتمظعبو

،ةھبتشملا نایدلأاو ةفلتخملا لامعلااب ،ةلیسولا ھیلإ ھقئلاخ
“The throne is the knowledge that God has made the bearers bear. It is 
light [emana[ng] from His greatness. Thus, through His greatness and 
His light do the hearts of believers see, and through [heedlessness of] 
His greatness and His light do the ignorant defy Him, and through His 

greatness and His light do those in the skies and on earth among all His 
creatures seek a means to Him through various deeds and like 

religions.”



The Arsh and the Kursi in Hadith

 اتوم لاو اعفن لاو ارض ھسفنل عیطتسی لا ھتردقو ھتمظعو هرونب الله ھلمحی لومحم لكف
 امھب طیحملاو لاوزت نأ امھل كسمملا ىلاعتو كرابت اللهو لومحم ئش لكف ،اروشن لاو ةایحلاو

.اریبك اولع نولوقی امع ىلاعتو ھناحبس ،ئش لك رونو ئش لك ةایح وھو ئش نم
“Thus, everything is borne. God carries it with His light, His greatness, 
and His power. It is unable to cause for itself harm, benefit, death, life, 

or resurrection. Thus, everything is borne. God Almighty is what 
prevents them both from collapsing , and encompasses everything in 

them; He is the life of everything and the light of everything. Exalted is 
He and greatly elevated above whatever they say.’


