
Islamic Cosmology
Lesson 2



The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth

• Time-frame and Formation
• There are multiple verses in the Quran that indicate that the universe was 

created in “six days”.

مٍاَّیَأ ةَِّتسِ يِف ضَرَْلأاوَ تِاوَامََّسلا قََلخَ يذَِّلاُ ّ-ا مُُكَّبرَ َّنِإ

“Your Lord is God who created the skies and the earth in six days…” Quran 7:54



The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth

مٍاَّیَأ ةَِّتسِ يِف امَھَُنیَْب امَوَ ضَرَْلأْاوَ تِاوَامََّسلا قََلخَ يذَِّلاُ َّ"ا
“God is He who created the skies and the earth and what is between 

them in six days…” Quran 32:4



The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth

• What is meaning of the word day مٍاَّیَأ ?
• 1. The word certainly does not refer to a 24-hour period because this is an 

earthly phenomenon and has no meaning before the creation of the earth 
and the sun.
• 2. The word is not used in its literal sense but in its figurative sense. Hence, 

the word refers to an unspecified period of time where something of 
importance occurs.



The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth

• Example of the figurative usage of “day” in the Quran:

سِاَّنلا نَیَْب اھَُلوِاَدُن مُاَّیلأا كَلِْتوَ
“And these days [of varying conditions] We alternate among the 

people…” Quran 3:140



The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth

مْھِلِبَْق نمِْ اوَْلخَ نَیذَِّلا مِاَّیَأ لَْثمِ َّلاِإ نَورُظَِتنَی لْھََف
“What are they waiting for but a period of punishment like the one that 

came to those before them?...” Quran 10:102 



The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth

نَوُّدُعَت اَّممِّ ةٍَنسَ فِلَْأكَ كَِّبرََ دنعِ امًوَْی َّنِإوَ
“…a day with your Lord is like a thousand years in your reckoning.” 

Quran 22:47



The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth

• What does the Quran say about the process of creation within these 6 
days?

نَیمِلَاَعلْا ُّبرَ كَلَِذ اًداَدنَأُ ھلَ نَوُلَعجَْتوَ نِیْمَوَْی يِف ضَرَْلأْا قَلَخَ يذَِّلاِب نَورُُفكَْتَل مُْكَّنِئَأ لُْق
“Ask them: Do you reject him who created the earth in two days 

(epochs) and ascribe equals to him? He is the Lord of all realms.”  Quran 
41:9



The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth

ّل ءاوَسَ مٍاَّیَأ ةَِعَبرَْأ يِف اھََتاوَقَْأ اھَیِف رََّدَقوَ اھَیِف كَرَاَبوَ اھَِقوَْف نمِ يَسِاوَرَ اھَیِف لََعجَوَ نَیلِِئاَّسلِ
“He set in the earth firm mountains towering over it, blessed it, and 

apportioned in it sustenance in four days (epochs) in due measure for 
those who ask for sustenance.” Quran 41:10



The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth

نَیعِِئاطَ اَنیَْتَأ اَتلَاَق اھًرْكَ وَْأ اعًوْطَ اَیِتْئِا ضِرَْلأْلِوَ اھَلَ لَاَقَف نٌاخَُد يَھِوَ ءامََّسلا ىَلِإ ىوََتسْا َّمُث
“Furthermore, he turned toward the sky, when it was like smoke, and he 
said to it and to the earth, “Come willingly or unwillingly.” They replied, 

“We come willingly.” Quran 41:11



The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth

نِیْمَوَْی يِف تٍاوَامَسَ عَبْسَ َّنُھاضََقَف
“Then He made the sky into seven skies in two days (epochs)...” Quran 

41:12



The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth

• According to these verses:
• 1. The earth was created in 2 days
• 2. The earth was arranged in 4 days
• 3. The skies/heavens was created in 2 days
• 4. They also indicate that the earth was created and its sustenance 

determined in 6 days before the sky was created



The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth

• Maurice Bucaille proposes a strong solution:
• the 2 epochs for the earth’s and the sky’s creation are simultaneous, not 

consecutive; the remaining 4 epochs are left for arranging the earth 
• The 6 epochs: the first period in both the earth’s and the sky’s creation is the 

initial process of making matter as a single mass that is then divided into the 
raw material for the skies and the raw material for the Earth 



The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth

امَُھاَنقَْتَفَف اًقْترَ اَتَناكَ ضَرَْلأْاوَ تِاوَامََّسلا َّنَأ اورَُفكَ نَیذَِّلا رََی مْلَوََأ
“Do the unbelievers not know that the skies and earth were joined 

together, then we clove them asunder?...” Quran 21:30 



The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth

• This verse shows a time when all matter was like smoke or gas, after 
which God called forth the sky and the earth as if to separate:

نَیعِِئاطَ اَنیَْتَأ اَتلَاَق اھًرْكَ وَْأ اعًوْطَ اَیِتْئِا ضِرَْلأْلِوَ اھَلَ لَاَقَف نٌاخَُد يَھِوَ ءامََّسلا ىَلِإ ىوََتسْا َّمُث
“Furthermore, he turned toward the sky, when it was like smoke, and he 
said to it and to the earth, “Come willingly or unwillingly.” They replied, 

“We come willingly.” Quran 41:11



The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth

• The second period for the sky is when it is made into seven skies 
نِیْمَوَْی يِف تٍاوَامَسَ عَبْسَ َّنُھاضََقَف

“Then He made the sky into seven skies in two days (epochs)...” Quran 
41:12



The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth

• In Surat al-Nazi’aat, the two epochs for the creation of the sky are 
mentioned:

اھَاَنَب ءامََّسلا مَِأ اًقلْخَ ُّدشََأ مُْتنَأَأ
“Are you harder to create or is the sky? He made it.” Quran 79:27

اھَاَّوسََف اھَكَمْسَ عََفرَ
“He raised its canopy and then fashioned it in due measure.” Quran 

79:28



The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth

• The second period for the earth is when it was formed into a planet 
from a gaseous, smoke-like mass.
• the third thru sixth periods for the earth are mentioned in two places.
• 79:30-32 mentions the four stages and tells us that the earth was made after 

the sky 
•



The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth
اھَاحََد كَلَِذَ دعَْب ضَرَْلأْاوَ

“And after the sky, he spread the earth.” 
اھَاعَرْمَوَ اھَءامَ اھَنْمِ جَرَخَْأ

“He brought forth from it its water and plants.”
اھَاسَرَْأ لَاَبجِلْاوَ

“And he fixed the mountains.” 



The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth

ّل ءاوَسَ مٍاَّیَأ ةَِعَبرَْأ يِف اھََتاوَقَْأ اھَیِف رََّدَقوَ اھَیِف كَرَاَبوَ اھَِقوَْف نمِ يَسِاوَرَ اھَیِف لََعجَوَ نَیلِِئاَّسلِ
“He set in the earth firm mountains towering over it, blessed it, and 

apportioned in it sustenance in four days (epochs) in due measure for 
those who ask for sustenance.” Quran 41:10



The Sun, Moon and Stars

• Celestial bodies that emanate light:
بَاسَحِلْاوَ نَیِنسِّلاَ دَدعَْ اومُلَعَْتلِ لَزِاَنمَُ هرََّدَقوَ ارًوُن رَمََقلْاوَ ءًاَیضِ سَمَّْشلا لََعجَ يذَِّلا وَُھ

“He is the one who made the sun brilliant and the moon a light, and he 
designated phases for it so that you might know the number of years 

and other such calculations.” Quran 10:5



The Sun, Moon and Stars

اجًارَسِ سَمَّْشلا لََعجَوَ ارًوُن َّنھِیِف رَمََقلْا لََعجَوَ
“He made the moon a light in them (i.e., in the seven skies), and he 

made the sun a lamp.” Quran 71:16



The Sun, Moon and Stars

ارًیِنُّم ارًمََقوَ اجًارَسِ اھَیِف لََعجَوَ اجًورُُب ءامََّسلا يِف لََعجَ يذَِّلا كَرَاَبَت

“Blessed is he who made stars in the sky and made therein a lamp and 
a light-giving moon.” Quran 25:61



The Sun, Moon and Stars

• The orbital paths of the sun and moon:
ىiمسَُّم لٍجََلأ يرِجَْی ٌّلُك رَمََقلْاوَ سَمَّْشلا رََّخسَوَ

“He subjugated the sun and the moon. Each travels for a set period…” 
Quran 13:2 



The Sun, Moon and Stars

نَوحَُبسَْی كٍلََف يِف ٌّلُك رَمََقلْاوَ سَمَّْشلاوَ رَاھََّنلاوَ لَیَّْللا قَلَخَ يذَِّلا وَُھوَ
“He is the one who created night and day, and the sun and moon, each 

swimming in its orbit.” Quran 21:33

نَیَبِئآَد رَمََقلْاوَ سَمَّْشلا مُُكَل رَّخسَوَ
“He subjugated the sun and the moon, both steady in their paths…” 

Quran 14:33



The Sun, Moon and Stars

نٍاَبسْحُِب رُمََقلْاوَ سُمَّْشلا
“The sun and the moon are on calculated courses.” Quran 55:5

 لُاَبجِلْاوَ مُوجُُّنلاوَ رُمََقلْاوَ سُمَّْشلاوَ ضِرَْلأْا يِف نمَوَ تِاوَامََّسلا يِف نمَُ ھَلُ دجُسَْی ََّ"ا َّنَأ رََت مَْلَأ
سِاَّنلا نَمِّ رٌیِثكَوَ ُّباوََّدلاوَ رُجََّشلاوَ

“Do you not know that whoever is in the skies and whoever is on earth 
prostrates to God along with the sun, the moon, the stars, the 

mountains, the trees, animals, and many people...” Quran 22:18



The Sun, Moon and Stars

• The fate of the sun, moon and stars:
تْرََدكَنا مُوجُُّنلا اَذِإوَ تْرَوُِّك سُمَّْشلا اَذِإ

“When the sun is wrapped up [in darkness]. And when the stars fall, 
dispersing…” Quran 81:1-2



The Sun, Moon and Stars

رُمََقلْاوَ سُمَّْشلا عَمِجُوَ
“and when the sun and the moon are joined together…” Quran 75:9

• In approximately 5 billion years, the sun will begin the helium-burning 
process, turning into a red giant star. When it expands, its outer 
layers will consume Mercury and Venus, the Moon and ultimately the 
Earth.


