INTRODUCTION TO
QURANIC SCIENCES

LESSON 2




THE
REVELATION

OF THE
QURAN

> Quran revealed over a span of 23 years.

¢ Other scriptures were revealed instantaneously

* Moses received the Towarat after 40 nights at Mount
Sinai
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[ Allah ] said, "O Moses, | have chosen you over the people
with My messages and My words [to you]. So take what |
have given you and be among the grateful.” Quran 44:7



THE REVELATION OF THE QURAN IN
RAMADAN
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(The month of Ramadhan [is that] in which was revealed the Qur'an, a guidance for the people
and clear proofs of guidance and criterion. Quran 23185
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(Indeed,We sent it down during a blessed nlght Indeed, We were to warn [manklnd] Quran 44:3
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(Indeed,We sent the Qur'an down during the nght of Decree. Quran 97:1




THE BEGINNING OF THE DIVINE
COMMISSION (B’ITHA)

According to reliable sources, God sent Jibrail to the Prophet on the 27%" of Rajab.
Prophet was 40 years old

| 3 years prior to migration to Madina (609 CE)
Location of first revelation was Jabal al-Nur, cave of Hiraa
Jibrail came down while Prophet was meditating and recited (Quran 96:1-5)
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* Prophet was commissioned to deliver message at age 40

* According to our beliefs, he was always a prophet




RECONCILIATION BETWEEN DATES OF DIVINE
COMMISSION (B’ITHA AND LAYLAT AL QADR)

4 opinions

|- The beginning of the revelation of Quran was on Laylat al-Qadr

2- Every year on the night of Decree a portion of the Quran was revealed

3- Most of the verses of the Quran were revealed in Ramadan

4- The Quran had two types of revelation, instantaneous and gradual

(Most popular opinion amongst Sunni and Shia scholars)




NARRATIONS INDICATE TWO TYPES OF
REVELATION, GRADUAL AND SUDDEN

* Suyuti: Ibn Abbas is reported to have said,“The Quran was revealed instantaneously, on
the night of decree, to the earthy heaven, where it was kept in the “abode of honor” (bayt
al izza): thereafter, Jibrail would bring down to the Prophet portions of it in response to
the questions and actions of the people.The process of gradual revelation lasted for 20 to
23 years.

Kulayni: Imam Sadiq:The Quran was revealed in one instant to the "abode of immortality
(bayt al Ma’mour), after which its revelation took 20 years.

Saduq: On the night of decree Prophet was made aware of the general content of the
Quran, although the Quran was not revealed to him in letters and statements.




Kashani, Tabatabaie, Zanjani : Bayt al-Mamour is the heart of the Prophet.
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Quran has two kinds of existence, physical which consists of words and statements and the non-physical.

The non-physical general knowledge of the Quran would be revealed onto the heart of the Prophet on the
Night of Decree every year.The physical would be revealed gradually over time at different intervals
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(' *) And [it is] a Qur'an which We have separated [by intervals] that you might recite it to the people
over a prolonged period. And We have sent it down progressively. Quran 17:106




* To give Muslims constant guidance

Cﬁ/ /4/0)1 o 8o o Y . 0 .

by e O ade J5 Yl 15,08 djﬂ‘-“ JU;
%ﬁ O\..Lo)j Jb\}ﬁuu—.«.‘

* And those who disbelieve say, Why was the Qur'an not
revealed to him all at once?" Thus [it is] that We may

strengthen thereby your heart. And We have spaced it
distinctly. Quran: 25:32

BENEFITS OF  To facilitate ease in recording and memorization and
understanding
GRADUAL * To prove the apostleship of the prophet

R EV E LAT I O N * People of the book would ask Prophet questions, he would

ansSwer.

* How did the childen of Yaqub who lived in Kan’an end up in
Egypt? — Surat Yusuf was revealed. Sleepers of the cave
(Surat Kahf)




* A testament of the miracle of the Quran

* No contradictions in book revealed over 23 years, very
coherent, fits together
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If it were from any one other than God, they would
B E N E F I T S O F hgve 1)‘ound many dlscreganaes within it. Quran 4y82
G RA D UAL * To present teachings of Islam in a gradual manner
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R EV E LAT I O N * Laws were revealed gradual to help Muslims assimilate.

* Intoxicants made forbidden gradually
* Do not approach prayer while intoxicated
* Harm is greater than benefit

* |t is forbidden and from the acts of Satan




OCCASIONS

OF
REVELATION
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Important for understanding context of revelation.

Must make sure it is a reliable tradition, many fabricated Tafsirs of
verses.

Types of occasions of revelation

* Actions of individuals
*  Verse of Wilya after Imam Ali gave ring to beggar
* Verses condemning Abu Lahab

* A particular well known incident

* After treaty of Hudaybiya 6 AH, Quran 48:1 Al-Fat’h was
revealed.

* Fat’h was year 8Ah
*  Questions asked of the Prophet

*  Yas’alunaka



OCCASIONS OF REVELATION HELPFUL
IN UNDERSTANDING QURAN

Y u@ujbu\wcuwﬁs‘)\@\?w w\,wwajji\jw\u\
F..Le;uw\uu\,.’@b

Indeed, as-Safa and al-Marwah are among the symbols of Allah . So whoever makes Hajj to
the House or performs 'umrah - there is no blame upon him for walking between them.And
whoever volunteers good - then indeed,Allah is appreciative and Knowing. Quran 2:158

* It is obligatory to walk between Safa and Marwa. No blame because idols were placed on
mountains and Muslims felt guilt for walking between them.




