Introduction to Arabic
Grammar

Lesson 8
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Diminutive Nouns il aul

prd (.-«'ﬁ\ — Diminutive ism

Definition: It is an ism which is used to express the diminutive form of an 7. Sometimes, the

purpose is to show affection or contempt.

Rules:
. o 4 Bl 4 . .
1. A three-letter is7 would come on the wazn of lix¢ (or s for feminine).
e.g. I becomes 2= (a little man)
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e becomes 2z¢ (a little slave)



Diminutive Nouns il aul

. o %
A four-letter ism would come on the wazn of [|x2s.

<
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e.g.  xx becomes pricts

A five-letter ism without a s, | or s as the fourth, would also come on the wazn of z}:wc;
The fifth letter would be dropped.
e.g. 5525 (name of a plant) becomes F

. . o o4
A five-letter ism having a s, | or (s as the fourth letter, would come on the scale of iz,

eg. b3 (paper) becomes Alass



Diminutive Nouns il aul

Notes:

P 8 @

1. In the diminutive form, the hidden 5 of a ¥+ &35 becomes apparent.

% 2

e.g. = becomes NGy

-

2. In the diminutive form, the last letter of an #sm which has been dropped becomes
apparent.

=& &) (originally 3) becomes %

3

(*2 was originally 322, and underwent a morphological process to become %)



Definite and Indefinite Nouns 5S4l g 48 yaall

635315 48,2431 — Definite and indefinite isrs

a GeT /e . o . ° . . .
5,531 (indefinite 4sm): It is an 3% which denotes something unspecified.
e.g. it a man

8,230\ (definite #sm): It is an +=! which denotes something specific. There are seven types of

a8
-

4 =5,



Definite and Indefinite Nouns 5S4l g 48 yaall

1. “we2 :lItisa personal pronoun.

2. & :Itisa proper noun, i.e. the name of a specific person, place or thing.

&

,g°< 2 - ﬂ/.o{
c.g. =3 iS5 &)

3. &Y It is the demonstrative 32,



Definite and Indefinite Nouns 5S4l g 48 yaall

4. J¥eidll (w’ﬂ\ : It is the relative pronoun.

5. (37\5\: :ﬁ}xiﬁ : It is an 22} which has JV (definite particle) at the beginning.
eg. &0 the man

6. That indefinite ism (555) which is mudaaf to any of the above five definite Zsms.

e.g. AL A5 O
i s 4310 L

s

ot . . o . o . TR
7. 3l Teis the vocative 32, i.e. an &) which appears after a ¢4 <=

eg. UL



Masculine and Feminine Nouns <xisall 5 Sl avyl
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&35y ;Sial 4T — Masculine and feminine ism

Sl ;..o’ﬁ\ - Masculine #m: It is an 32} which does not have any sign from amongst the signs of
femininity (el ue),

L PP o “ e o . . 80 . . . e« e e
E55a)1 4wY1 - Feminine dsm: It is an ~=) which has a sign from amongst the signs of femininity.

This sign could be apparent or hidden.



Masculine and Feminine Nouns <xisall 5 Sl avyl

N o,%ﬁ A owds . . o« .
Sl DUMe: The signs of being feminine are of two types:

1. isia.d (in words): It is a sign which is visible in words. These signs are of the following

three types:
= & This renders the word 35 (w’ﬁ\ even if the 3 appears in a masculine proper
noun. eg  HL isJb> (a masculine proper noun)
= 3ed ST () g Rb %
n Sssiacd SN (s1) e.g. i slas

If a word has any of these three signs it will be Lu}fd\ (;A!\



Masculine and Feminine Nouns <xisall 5 Sl avyl

2. {55 (assumed): It is a sign which is not visible in words and is assumed to exist. This

is determined by looking at the diminutive form (225) of a particular word. This

reveals the original letters of the word.

R

e.g. ’23 The diminutive form is 223\, Therefore, it is &35! S

2R
il

o%h . . . . ok SRR '71/‘ g o W11
U= The diminutive form is a.i%*. Therefore, it is &3l 22,



Masculine and Feminine Nouns <xisall 5 Sl avyl

Based on the signs of femininity being k4 or & 4%, &3 1Y is of two types:

1. . E5 (according to rule): It is a feminine ~=! which has a ¥ L4l sign of femininity.

2. dsli) &5l (according to usage): It is a feminine +-! which has a (s pad5 sign of

femininity.



Masculine and Feminine Nouns <xisall 5 Sl avyl

In terms of &5 (essence), 384 (L»Y\ is of two types:
w0 1% @./ . . . ° . . .
1. Paas &% Itis a feminine 32 which has an opposite masculine.

e.g. g@ﬁ’l (woman). Its masculine is |35 (man).

97 ® @ . . e ° . . .
2. Plesd &S5 Itis a feminine i) which does not have an opposite masculine.

e.g. b (darkness) = (eye)



Masculine and Feminine Nouns <xisall 5 Sl avyl

Notes:
1. The following are used as feminine (E350):

a. Name of females.

o 4 “of

e.g. £ d)
b. Words denoting the feminine gender.
2 . ot
e.g. ¢ el
c. Names of countries, cities, towns and tribes.
° A, 0
e.g. s St
d. Parts of the body found in pairs.
# 3% ®
c.g. O3l NV

25/ -
Note: There are exceptions to the rule. 4% (cheek), L= (eyebrow) etc. are

masculine.



Masculine and Feminine Nouns <xisall 5 Sl avyl

e. Names of various types of winds.

R o~

€8 Ty e
f.  Various names of Jahannam (hell).

~
}w// /‘{./

g.  Letters of the alphabet (&b (3340 are generally used as 554, They can also be used
as masculine.

e.g. | o R

2. There are some words that Arabs use as feminine without regard to the presence or absence
of signs of femininity. Examples include the following:

35 (bucker) Ep=  (tillage/field) % (wel)

S5 (self) 3G (fire) 33 (house)



