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Section 3.2  
ت ص غ يَ الَ َمَ سَ لْ َ اَ   – Diminutive ism 

Definition: It is an ism which is used to express the diminutive form of an ism. Sometimes, the 
purpose is to show affection or contempt. 
 
Rules: 

1. A three-letter ism would come on the wazn of   َََّال ُ   or) ف   لَ َََّ ا  .(for feminine ف  

e.g.   رَج ل    becomes   ر جََّال (a little man) 

باد  عَ        becomes   بَ َّاد  ع  (a little slave) 
 

2. A four-letter ism would come on the wazn of   َِل َََّا  .ف  
e.g.   ََف اَ َََّافَِ   becomes    جَ  ج 

 

3. A five-letter ism without a ا ,و or ي as the fourth, would also come on the wazn of   َِل َََّا  .ف  
The fifth letter would be dropped. 

e.g.   سَفَاَجَل (name of a plant)   becomes   ِس فَيْاج   
 

A five-letter ism having a ا ,و or ي as the fourth letter, would come on the scale of    ََِّال  ف َََّا . 

e.g.   قِاَطتَس (paper)  becomes   ق  ََياطَِّاس 
 
Notes:   

1. In the diminutive form, the hidden ة of a   ي  تعِ سََ  ث  نة ؤَ م  becomes apparent. 

e.g.    شَاس  becomes  َ ش  ُ َّاسَ  

2. In the diminutive form, the last letter of an ism which has been dropped becomes 
apparent. 

e.g.    اِن   ِ نَ   becomes  (َِ ن او   originally)  اِ
 (ِ نَ   and underwent a morphological process to become ,ِ  نَ َّ او   was originally ِ نَ  )

 
 

EXERCISE 

1. Form the diminutive ism from the following words. 

i. َب  عق
ii. سلطتن 

iii. عصفور 

iv. كلب 

v. أرض 
vi. َقم 
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Section 3.3  
م ع ر ف ة َو الن ك ر ةَ ل اََ   – Definite and indefinite isms 

ا لن ك ر ةَ   (indefinite ism): It is an  ِم  سا ا  which denotes something unspecified. 

e.g.   رَج ل a man 

م ع ر ف ةَ ا لَ   (definite ism): It is an  ِم  سا ا  which denotes something specific. There are seven types of 

ُ  فَ َِ اَ مَ  . 

 .It is a personal pronoun. It has been discussed earlier in Section 2.4.1 : ضَمِيْا   .1
 

 .It is a proper noun, i.e. the name of a specific person, place or thing : عَلَم   .2

e.g.   مَياد     ُ زَم  مَ   مَكة ما  
 

م  الاِ  .3 شَترةَِ اِسا  : It is the demonstrative  ِم  سا ا . It has been discussed earlier in section 2.4.3. 
 

م  ااْمَواص وال  اَلْاِ  .4 سا  : It is the relative pronoun. It has been discussed earlier in Section 2.4.2. 
 

مِ ْلة بِ  ف  َ ِ ََ م  اْ اَ  .5  : It is an  ِم  سا ا  which has ال (definite particle) at the beginning. 

e.g.   اَْةَج ل  the man 
 

6. That indefinite ism ( َة  ََ كِ ن)  which is mudaaf to any of the above five definite isms. 

e.g.  َكِتَتب  مَياد      كِتَتِ ك  
يا تب  اةْذِ كِتَ   كِتَتب  هٰذَا اْةَج لِ    

 كِتَتب  اْةَج لِ 
 

نَتدٰ  .7 ىااَْم  : It is the vocative  ِم  سا ا , i.e. an  ِم  سا ا  which appears after a  ََء  ادَ نِ  ف  اَ ح . 

e.g.   يََ رَج ل 
 

EXERCISE 

1. Which of the following words are ma‘rifah (state what type) and which are nakirah. 

i. اْفَس 
ii. نحن 

iii. ْذيسَّترة ا  

iv. د  يَ وْ

v. ُمك 
vi. ذْك 

vii. سك 
viii. جَل  سَّف اْ
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Section 3.4  
َو ال م ؤ ن ثَ َمَ سَ لْ َ اَ  ال م ذ ك ر   – Masculine and feminine ism 

م َال م ذ ك رَ   which does not have any sign from amongst the signs of اِ سا م   Masculine im: It is an - ا لْ  س 
femininity ( اْتة  ُ (نَّاثِ أا عَلَمَت . 

م َال م ؤ ن ثَ    .which has a sign from amongst the signs of femininity اِ سا م   Feminine ism: It is an - ا لْ  س 
This sign could be apparent or hidden. 
 
َالتَ أَ ن ي ثَ  م ات    :The signs of being feminine are of two types :ع لَ 

ظِي   .1  It is a sign which is visible in words. These signs are of the following :(in words) َْفا
three types:  
م  ااْم ؤَنةث   This renders the word :ة �  appears in a masculine proper ة even if the اَلْاِسا

noun.   e.g.   َسََّةترة      ُ  (a masculine proper noun) طلَاحَ
ِْف  ااْمَقاص وارةَ  )ىٰ( الَاَ   �   e.g. حَ ب الٰى     ص غاَٰى 
د وادَة  اء( الَاَ )  � ِْف  ااْمَما   e.g.   اََء  َِ َّاضَتء       حَما

If a word has any of these three signs it will be   م  ااْم ؤَنةث  .اَلْاِسا
يَِ   .2 دِي  It is a sign which is not visible in words and is assumed to exist. This :(assumed) تَ قا

is determined by looking at the diminutive form ( َيْا  غِ صا ت)  of a particular word. This 
reveals the original letters of the word.  

e.g.    أرَاض The diminutive form is   ُ م   Therefore, it is  .أ ريَاضَ ااْم ؤَنةث  اَلْاِسا . 
ُ   The diminutive form is شَاس   َّاسَ م  ااْم ؤَنةث   Therefore, it is  .ش   .اَلْاِسا

 
Based on the signs of femininity being   ظِي يَِ   or َْفا دِي م  ااْم ؤَنةث   ,تَ قا    :is of two types اَلْاِسا
ي  ااَْم ؤَنةث  ااْقََِّتسِ  .1  (according to rule): It is a feminine  ِم  سا ا  which has a   ظِي  .sign of femininity َْفا

ي  مَتعِ ااَْم ؤَنةث  اْسة  .2  (according to usage): It is a feminine  ِم  سا ا  which has a   َِي دِي  sign of تَ قا
femininity. 

In terms of   ُ م  ااْم ؤَنةث   ,(essence) ذَا  :is of two types اَلْاِسا
ي  م ؤَنةث  حََقَِّاقِ  .1 : It is a feminine  ِم  سا ا  which has an opposite masculine. 

e.g.  ََة  أَ اِما  (woman).  Its masculine is   رَج ل (man). 

ظِ  .2 ي  م ؤَنةث  َْفا : It is a feminine  ِم  سا ا  which does not have an opposite masculine. 
e.g.   ُ  (eye) عَي     (darkness) ظ لامَ
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femininity ( اْتة  ُ (نَّاثِ أا عَلَمَت . 

م َال م ؤ ن ثَ    .which has a sign from amongst the signs of femininity اِ سا م   Feminine ism: It is an - ا لْ  س 
This sign could be apparent or hidden. 
 
َالتَ أَ ن ي ثَ  م ات    :The signs of being feminine are of two types :ع لَ 

ظِي   .1  It is a sign which is visible in words. These signs are of the following :(in words) َْفا
three types:  
م  ااْم ؤَنةث   This renders the word :ة �  appears in a masculine proper ة even if the اَلْاِسا

noun.   e.g.   َسََّةترة      ُ  (a masculine proper noun) طلَاحَ
ِْف  ااْمَقاص وارةَ  )ىٰ( الَاَ   �   e.g. حَ ب الٰى     ص غاَٰى 
د وادَة  اء( الَاَ )  � ِْف  ااْمَما   e.g.   اََء  َِ َّاضَتء       حَما

If a word has any of these three signs it will be   م  ااْم ؤَنةث  .اَلْاِسا
يَِ   .2 دِي  It is a sign which is not visible in words and is assumed to exist. This :(assumed) تَ قا

is determined by looking at the diminutive form ( َيْا  غِ صا ت)  of a particular word. This 
reveals the original letters of the word.  

e.g.    أرَاض The diminutive form is   ُ م   Therefore, it is  .أ ريَاضَ ااْم ؤَنةث  اَلْاِسا . 
ُ   The diminutive form is شَاس   َّاسَ م  ااْم ؤَنةث   Therefore, it is  .ش   .اَلْاِسا

 
Based on the signs of femininity being   ظِي يَِ   or َْفا دِي م  ااْم ؤَنةث   ,تَ قا    :is of two types اَلْاِسا
ي  ااَْم ؤَنةث  ااْقََِّتسِ  .1  (according to rule): It is a feminine  ِم  سا ا  which has a   ظِي  .sign of femininity َْفا

ي  مَتعِ ااَْم ؤَنةث  اْسة  .2  (according to usage): It is a feminine  ِم  سا ا  which has a   َِي دِي  sign of تَ قا
femininity. 

In terms of   ُ م  ااْم ؤَنةث   ,(essence) ذَا  :is of two types اَلْاِسا
ي  م ؤَنةث  حََقَِّاقِ  .1 : It is a feminine  ِم  سا ا  which has an opposite masculine. 

e.g.  ََة  أَ اِما  (woman).  Its masculine is   رَج ل (man). 

ظِ  .2 ي  م ؤَنةث  َْفا : It is a feminine  ِم  سا ا  which does not have an opposite masculine. 
e.g.   ُ  (eye) عَي     (darkness) ظ لامَ
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Notes:   
1.   The following are used as feminine (  م ؤَنةث) : 

a. Name of females.  
 e.g.   مَي انَب     مَاَيَم 
b. Words denoting the feminine gender. 
 e.g.   أ خات     أ م 
c. Names of countries, cities, towns and tribes. 
 e.g.   َ  ق  ََياش     مِصا
d. Parts of the body found in pairs. 
 e.g.   يدَ     أ ذ ن 
 Note: There are exceptions to the rule.   خَد (cheek),   حََتجِب (eyebrow) etc. are 

masculine. 
e. Names of various types of winds. 
 e.g.   صَاَصََ     ريِاح 
f. Various names of Jahannam (hell). 
 e.g.   قَ سَ    جَهَنةم  َ  

g. Letters of the alphabet (  ُ جَتئَّة (اَلا َ واف  الاِ  are generally used as   م ؤَنةث. They can also be used 
as masculine. 

 e.g. ب ا ُ   …….. 
   

 2.  There are some words that Arabs use as feminine without regard to the presence or absence 
of signs of femininity. Examples include the following: 

َ    (tillage/field) حََاَث    (bucket) دَاْو     (well) ِئِ ا

 (house) دَار     (fire) نََر     (self) نَ فاس  
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