Why We Suffer:

Islamic Perspectives on Hardship

Lesson 2
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Justice or Equality
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“Do they distribute the mercy of your Lord? It is We who have
apportioned among them their livelihood in the life of this world and
have raised some of them above others in degrees [of rank] that they

may make use of one another for service. But the mercy of your Lord is
better than whatever they accumulate.” Quran 43:32
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“And it is He who has made you successors upon the earth and has
raised some of you above others in degrees [of rank] that He may try
you through what He has given you.” Quran 6:165

e That God provides for human beings in different degrees allows Him
to test the generosity and kindness of those given worldly nobility
and wealth toward those given less as well as to test the patience and
trust of those given little



Justice or Equality

* Society would cease to function if all human beings were created
alike. There is a need for division of labor.

* The differences in intelligence, strength, passions, etc allow us to
compliment one another.

| oSIA 153l 13 o) g3 5l e 3 Gl 015 Y
“People will remain in a good [condition] as long as they are different
for if they made to be similar, they would perish.”- Imam Ali (a)



The Connection Between Human Suffering
and Sin in the Quran
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“What comes to you of good is from God , but what comes to you of
evil, [O man], is from yourself...” Quran 4:79



The Connection Between Human Suffering
and Sin in the Quran
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“Corruption has appeared throughout the land and sea by [reason of]
what the hands of people have earned so He may let them taste part of
[the consequence of] what they have done that perhaps they will
return ” Quran 30:41



The Connection Between Human Suffering
and Sin in the Quran
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“That is because God would not change a favor which He had bestowed

upon a people until they change what is within themselves. And indeed,
God is Hearing and Knowing.” Quran 8:53



The Connection Between Human Suffering
and Sin in the Quran
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“And when We let the people taste mercy, they rejoice therein, but if
evil afflicts them for what their hands have put forth, immediately they
despair.” Quran 30:36

* People rejoice in their blessings, which they attribute to their own
merits and which they believe are a testament to their own
superiority. However, when a misfortune strikes them, they blame
God and fall into despair.



The Connection Between Human Suffering
and Sin in the Quran

Jadas Gany Jsaly fK0azdyg \;\;ﬁe&hgw\ dﬂ}\,ug O A) 2Ky ) g haait) Eulsd

“Then | said, Ask forgiveness of your Lord, surely He is the most
Forgiving: He will send [rain from] the sky upon you in abundance. And
give you increase in wealth and children and provide for you gardens
and provide for you rivers.” Quran 71:10-12



The Connection Between Human Suffering
and Sin in the Quran
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“And if only they upheld [the law of] the Torah, the Gospel, and what
has been revealed to them from their Lord, they would have consumed
[provision] from above them and from beneath their feet...” Quran 5:66

* Upholding Divine laws ensures even worldly prosperity



The Connection Between Human Suffering
and Sin in Hadith
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“The sins that prevent rain from falling are: the judges' unjust rulings,
the giving of false testimony and the concealing of one's testimony.”-
Imam al-Sajjad (a)

Source: llal al-Shara’i, p. 81



The Connection Between Human Suffering
and Sin in Hadith
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“Whenever people introduce new sins that they had never done

before, God introduces new punishments that they had never known.”
Imam al-Ridha (a)

Source: al-Kafi, v. 2, p. 270



The Connection Between Human Suffering
and Sin in Hadith
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“There are more people who die as a result of their sins than who die
because they have reached their appointed time.”- Imam al-Sadiq (a)

Source: al-Kafi, v. 2, p. 272



The Connection Between Human Suffering
and Sin in Hadith
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“Indeed the servant commits a sin, and as a result he is deprived of the
Night Prayer. And verily the evil deed pierces into and affects the one
who committed it faster than a sharp knife can pierce into meat.”-
Imam al-Sadiq (a)

Source: al-Kafi, v. 2, p. 272



The Connection Between Human Suffering
and Sin in Hadith
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Imam al-Baqir (a) said that he found in the book of Imam Ali (a) that he
has said that the Prophet (s) said: "When adultery appears (abundantly
in a society) the (hnumber of) sudden deaths increases; and when there
is fraud, God seizes them with years of deprivation and loss. When
people stop giving alms tax, the earth holds back its blessings from
plants (crops), fruits, mines, and all such things.



The Connection Between Human Suffering
and Sin in Hadith
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When they act unjustly in judgements, they have helped injustice and
aggression. When they breach (their) promises, God will set their enemies as
absolute masters over them. When they sever relations with their kindred,
their wealth will be put in the hands of the wicked. And, when they do not
enjoin good and forbid evil and do not follow the chosen ones of my Ahlul
Bayt, God will set their wicked ones over them and, in this condition, the
good among them will supplicate but their prayers won’t be answered.”

Source: Safinat-ul-Bihar, vol. 2, p. 630



