Introduction to Arabic
Grammar

Lesson 9
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Single, Dual and Plural aes s 4 5 aal

&9 1359 Jorl — Singular, dual and plural

+>13 — Singular: It is an ism which denotes one of something.

e.g. & one man

i;—aﬁ — Dual: It is an 77 which denotes two of something. It is formed by placing at the end of

a singular (1>13) one of the following:



Single, Dual and Plural aes s 4 5 aal

= An 2 preceded by a fathah and followed by a 0% with a kasrah i.e. [212] for &) H{ES
(s B i 255 Gl s Lo
e.g. O3 two men
= At preceded by a farhah and followed by a b3 with a kasrah i.e. [32] for a3 =
FUNCRESI B P N E RS

e.g. ok two men



Single, Dual and Plural aes s 4 5 aal

22 — Plural: It is an ism which denotes more than two of something.

e

28
e.g. Jis, men

1.4 2o o . : 2
Note: The 0% of 45 and x= is dropped in case of 4L5).

e.g. £ LS (Originally .55 05 but the 0% was dropped due to fuha\)
35 s (Originally J2 L5 but the 3% was dropped due to fuha‘)

s Al (Originally 72+ 034125 but the Oy was dropped due to ‘ims)
rLc b (Originally (J.c 533% but the 53 was dropped due to ieho\)



Types of Plural agasll oLudl

cf{;-\ éw\ — Types of plural

15! 231 — Sound plural: It is a plural whose . (letter sequence/form) of A>3 does not

change when its plural is made. In other words, the singular letter sequence does not break.

e.g. O3akeds (singular — 3L2s)



Types of Plural agasll oLudl

There are two types of L) ’@:U
1. i Jfﬁ &= — Masculine sound plural: It is formed by adding at the end of a singular

(1>13) one of the following:

. A 33 preceded by a dammab and followed by a 5% with a fathah i.e. [532] for
S s (eiin O edag #3208 LB G 51
e.g. Olec

= A1l preceded by a kasrah and followed by a &% with a farhah i.e. [5—] for
Ay el i, (G5t 5 ks 53256 Gl sy
e.g. Crakins



Types of Plural agasll oLudl

2. AL O &= — Feminine sound plural: It is formed by discarding the round s and adding
at the end of a singular one of the following:

An preceded by a fathah and followed by a madmoom long = i.e. [&1] for
S B, (Ralas 36 Wik F3ks S U Gl
e.g. TSN

= An preceded by a fathah and followed by a maksoor long < i.e. [<12] for
A5 oo e (0816 ik 13 s s L)
e.g. olads



Types of Plural agasll oLudl

RS A é.d-\ — Broken plural: It is a plural whose .o (the singular letter sequence/form) of

A>13 changes when its plural is made. In other words, the singular letter sequence breaks.

e.g. jb—; (singular — %)



Types of Plural agasll oLudl

ild 2 _ Restricted Plural: It is a plural which denotes a number from three to ten. It has four

p
<
3

5} -~
common O/}

@ 2 Z

o (% °L A Lok

A asr Ol
>

Wazn | Examl-)les

Singular Meaning Plural
z}iﬁ S self ;}ia\
Judf Jsgs statement Jigd
:i*" ’é‘-*h food L&b\
HER }“34-}9 boy ’:ul;

Note: The masculine and feminine sound plural, which is not preceded by an J! is also

considered s }CA\

28 Ty~ . . 4 9}« - . .
e.g. oMl intelligent females oskle  intelligent males



Types of Plural agasll oLudl

875 22 — Unrestricted Plural: It is a plural which denotes a number from three upwards. Some

of the common Z)\))\ are given below. 5 o gl
Wazn . Exam[.)les
Singular Meaning Plural
jw ie slave s
B P ke knowledgeable HA
’dw\ Z;» prophet ’;L»u\
s 3}3) messenger I
J3ad e star ?;;}‘-
Jed PEIES servant F\-G-
gsi” i patient 2
HE b student il
*las &5 group/sect G
i S boy s




Types of Plural agasll oLudl

Note: The masculine and feminine sound plural which is preceded by an JI is also
considered as 5% x5
cg Ll H3alesli



Types of Plural agasll oLudl

{v-fér‘ = — Plural of a plural: It is the plural of a plural. Sometimes, it appears on the wazn of
i}iﬁr\ &4 and sometimes on the wazn of 1) ’@-44 Not every plural has a plural. Some

examples of plurals which have a plural are given below.

i o Jiesf

Singular Meaning Plural Plural of plural
VY blessing {ii’\ (;-cb\
ik nail 50| sl
& house S S63
“lols well-qualified Lol SHIH]




Types of Plural agasll oLudl

& 3 &1 It is a plural which has after the C“';" 2l (alif of plural), one of the following:

2R
" two =3 letters. e.g.  dxlis

> I . . i »
" one 31&4 letter. e.g. 153 (the original being .153)
= three letters, the middle one being s e.g.  fslas

Some of the common wazns of § 3334 &% are given below:



Types of Plural agasll oLudl

g 4 O3l

Examples

Wazn ; p
Singular Meaning Plural
elis dots mosque Jor it
sl Pl key e
Helgs ZV\;u rule/maxim Aelsh
e e 3 message/letter Bl
ey ST elder Py




Types of Plural agasll oLudl

{:3:;-\ é—»‘ — Collective ésm: It is a singular ) which conveys a plural meaning. Generally, it
c/loes not have a singular from the same word.
e.g. A58 nation
Bj group
Note:
1. These words have plurals.

e.g. 2 —> }’\Ja\ Ly — Lt
2. In usage, if the word is considered, it will be used as a singular ol
e.g. o5 43401 The people are present.
If its meaning is considered (as is commonly done), it will be used as a plural 3.

e.g. O 236 righteous people



Types of Plural agasll oLudl

Notes:
1. Some plurals do not have the same root letters as their singulars.
e.g. H) (woman) — ik
4 . i 4
55 (the one who possesses something) —— 34

2. Some plurals are not according to rule (G2l C25s),

2

e.g. &l (mother) L
a8 (mouth) — ’S\j_e\
AV (water) — oLs
BLM\ (human being) —» :f\j

3 (goat/sheep) —_— ol



Types of Plural agasll oLudl

o o ° . . ° . . . ﬁ/ - .
3 4wl — Generic ésm: It is an +=! which is devised for an essence (%2ls). Because of that, it

refers to an entire genus (category/class). Generally, its singular has a (). For example,

- . . %4
5% refers to trees. Its singular is 5555 (a tree).

I XS

¥ refers to date-palm trees. Its singular is 4% (a date-palm tree).



