INTRODUCTION TO QURANIC
STUDIES

Lesson 4



THE ABSENCE OF DISTORTION (TAHRIF)

Prophet recited the Quran, thousands of companions memorized and recorded the Quran.

No possibility of distortion because Quran became the main source for everyone in society. Every
scholar, whether studying, history, literature, jurisprudence, philosophy, would refer to the Quran.

Quran is mutawatir (widely transmitted in every generation)
Any hadith that is not mutawatir cannot stand against mutawatir

The inimitability feature of the Quran (ljaz). Any attempt to change, add or remove from its text
would immediately cause a disharmony in its perfect eloquence and consistency.
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The Divine Guarantee of the preservation of the Quran
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Reliable narrations about the absolute authority of the Quran (Hadith Thaqgalayn)



WHAT DOES DISTORTION (TAHRIF) MEAN? — TECHNICAL
MEANINGS OF TAHRIF

Tahrif in the meaning of a word or phrase
Has happened throughout Muslim history, reason we have different types of Tafisr.

Importance of accurate exegesis- From Ahlulbayt
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Variant readings (Qira’at) 7, 10, 14
Ayatollah Khoie states that there is one reading, the way Prophet recited

Differences in dialect and pronunciation

Substitution of a word. Abdullah ibn Masoud allowed it as long as the meaning did not change.
—»> - > (did exist in some variant copies, hence Uthman burned the variances)



The distortion that the Quran is protected from according to
scholars is addition or removal of verses.

We have some narrations that state verses lost (Bukhari and
Muslim)

Umar- Flogging verse. i 25 .2

Abu Musa al-Ashari- entire chapter as big as Surat alTowbah
forgotten, within it the Quran talks about if Son of Adam had
two valleys of gold, he would want a third. (hadith Qudsi)

Aisha- goat ate part of the Quran
Shia narrations as well

These narrations do not stand, Quran is Mutawatir, Ahlulbayt
recited the Quran in the way it is today.



ABROGATION (NASKH) IN THE QURAN

Natural for every society to go through transformation. Our theological principles tell
us that Gods knowledge does not change, so why the change in laws!?

o
Knowledge of God does not change, circumstances of society changes, therefore laws
need to be changed at times.
In order for society to grow, laws wouId come down gradually.
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DEFINITE AND INDEFINITE VERSES IN THE QURAN
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Muhkam- Definite: Not open to dlspute decisive and must be followed
Can be understood without external support
Single obvious meaning
Discuss clear commands and prohibitions
Apparent exegesis and inner reality (taw’il) are the same
Mutashabah-Indefinite: indistinguishable, ambiguous, unclear
Describe qualities, attributes, actions of God

Parables, metaphors, literal meaning not implied, have multiple meanings, true meaning
understood only by God

Unconnected letters



EXAMPLES OF INDEFINITE VERSES:

Verses that suggest anthropomorphism: Attributing human characteristics to God
Eyes, hands, .o s poatly ¢ paul G5 i
Verses remain indefinite until they are referred to definite verse (:_.x )
Verses that mention the physical presence of God
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Danger of indefinite verses
Why indefinite verses in the Quran?
Caters to vast audience
Human has intellect
Metaphors necessary to understand realities out of our existence
Refer to scholars (Prophet and Ahlulbayt)



