
Introduction to Islamic 
Theology

Lesson 4



Shi’i Theology

• Shi’i scholars from the earliest days introduced five 
doctrines which they held to be characteristic of 
Shi’ism:

• 1. Monotheism دیحوتلا
• 2. Divine justice لدعلا
• 3. Prophethood ةوبنلا
• 4. Imamah ةماملإا
• 5. Resurrection  داعملا



Shi’i Theology

• It is generally said that these five are the basic tenants of faith.
• However, a person is technically recognized as a Muslim by declaring 

the two testimonies of faith which relate to monotheism and the 
prophethood of Muhammad.

• This declaration of faith does not imply that other beliefs are non-
essential.

• There are other doctrines which must be affirmed for a person to 
remain within the fold of Islam.



Shi’i Theology

 لَزَنَأيَذَِّلا بِاَتكِلْاوَ ھِلِوُسرَ ىَلعَ لََّزَن يذَِّلا بِاَتكِلْاوَ ھِلِوُسرَوَ 5ِّاِبْ اوُنمِآْ اوُنمَآ نَیذَِّلا اھَُّیَأ اَی
اًدیعَِبً لاَلاضَ َّلضَ دَْقَف رِخِلآا مِوَْیلْاوَ ھِلُِسرُوَ ھِِبُتُكوَ ھِِتكَِئَلامَوَ 5ِّاِب رُْفكَْی نمَوَ لُبَْق نمِ

“O you who have believed, believe in God and His Messenger and the 
Book that He sent down upon His Messenger and the Scripture which 
He sent down before. And whoever rejects God, His angels, His books, 
His messengers, and the Last Day has certainly gone far astray.” Quran 

4:136



Shi’i Theology

• Muslims are required to believe in God’s essential attributes like 
power, knowledge, life etc. Why is divine justice singled out as one 
of the five doctrines of Shi’ism?



Shi’i Theology

• The five principles were selected in such a manner as to, on 
the one hand, determine certain tenets essential to the 
Islamic faith, and on the other hand, to specify the particular 
identity of the Shi’i school. 



Shi’i Theology

• If faith in the existence of angels is also, on the authority of the 
Quran, essential and obligatory, then why was it not stated as the 
6th article of faith?



Shi’i Theology

• Imamah was also singled out because Muslims had diverging 
views on the conditions of an Imam, how an Imam is chosen 
and the scope of the Imam’s authority etc.
• Thus, the five tenets of faith in the Shi’i school primarily 

focused on clarifying those aspects of belief that were 
controversial among Muslims.



Monotheism

•Monotheism has many levels:
• 1. The Oneness of God’s essence تاذلا دیحوت : this means 

that God is One but not in the numerical sense. He is 
indivisible, meaning that He is not composed of parts.  
And there is nothing even remotely similar to Him.
• 2. The Oneness of God’s attributes تافصلا دیحوت : God’s 

attributes differ in terms of meaning موھفم but they are 
one in terms of the external reality. 



Monotheism

ُ.ھنْعَ تِاَفصِّلا يُفَْنُ ھلَ صَِلاخْلإِٱ لُامَكَوَ ُ،ھلَ صَُلاخْلإِٱ هِدِیحِوَْت لُامَكَوَ
“And the perfection of believing in His Oneness is sincerity to Him and 

the perfection of sincerity to Him is negating attributes from Him.” 
Imam Ali 



Monotheism

• The Oneness of God’s attributes according to the Mu’tazilites means 
the absence of all attributes from the divine essence: the divine 
essence has no attributes.

• But the Shi’i notion of the Oneness of God’s attributes means the 
affirming of the attributes to the divine essence.



Monotheism

• 3. Oneness of God’s actions لاعفلأا دیحوت : Creation completely relies on God 
and thus nothing can happen without His involvement. Thus, everything is His 
action. However, sometimes God acts directly and other times, He acts 
through the medium of His creatures.

ىمَرَ َّ:ا َّنكَِـلوَ تَیْمَرَ ذِْإ تَیْمَرَ امَوَ
“And you threw not, [O Muhammad], when you threw, but it was God who 

threw…” Quran 8:17



Monotheism

• The Oneness of God’s actions means that for everything that happens 
in creation, the process begins with God and it is always under His 
control although the last part of this process is sometimes in our 
hands. Once it reaches us, it is characterized as good or bad because 
we are morally responsible. 

• Ex. Similar to the relationship between the light in your home and the 
utility company.



Monotheism

• The Shi’i conception of the Oneness of God’s actions differs from the 
one held by the Ash’arites.

• For the Ash’arites, this means that no creature is of any consequence 
in the scheme of things and everything is directly ordained by God.

• Accordingly, He is the direct creator of the deeds of human beings 
and they are not creators of their own acts.



Monotheism

• However, in the Shi’i tradition, it means that causal relations are at 
work in the realm of being, and every effect, while being dependent 
on its proximate cause, is also dependent on God.



Monotheism

• 4. God is the only One worthy of worship يدابعلا دیحوت : This aspect of 
monotheism is affirmed by all Muslims. Nothing is worthy of worship other 
than Him.



Divine Justice

• The doctrine of justice is common to both the Shia’s and the 
Mu’tazilites.

• This means that God bestows upon people His mercy and blessings as 
well as His punishments in accordance with what they deserve, and 
that divine mercy and torment, reward and punishment, follow a 
particular and exact order in the grand scheme of being.



Divine Justice

• In Shi’i thought, divine justice permeates through the entire creation. 
It is not just associated with God, rather it is reflected in the created 
order.

• Justice is not only a part of God’s essence but He has created the 
universe on the basis of justice and part of justice is to create 
everything in balance 

• We don’t possess any inherent rights before God. He has granted us 
rights and has imposed justice and mercy upon Himself.



Divine Justice

َةمَحَّْرلا ھِسِفَْن ىلَعَ مُْكُّبرَ بََتكَ
“Your Lord has imposed mercy upon Himself…” Quran 6:54

• This is not a legal requirement for God. His absolute perfection 
demands that He shows mercy and love to His creatures. 



Divine Justice

• Interestingly, God doesn’t describe Himself in the Quran as لداع “Just”.
• He does negate any type of oppression from Himself.

ّل مٍَّلاظَِب كَُّبرَ امَوَ دِیِبَعلِْ
“And Your Lord does not oppress His servants [in the least].” Quran 

41:46

• Why does God not describe Himself in the Quran as being “Just”?



Divine Justice

طِسْقِلْاِب سُاَّنلا مَوُقَیلِ نَازَیمِلْاوَ بَاَتكِلْا مُھَُعمَ اَنلْزَنَأوَ تِاَنِّیَبلْاِب اَنَلُسرُ اَنلْسَرَْأ دَْقَل
“Indeed We have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs, and revealed 

with them the Scripture and the Balance so that people stand for 
justice…” Quran 57:25


