God and His Attributes

Lesson 4: Anthropomorphism in the
Quran
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Anthropomorphism in the Quran

* What is anthropomorphism?

* |tis the assignment of physical attributes to
God

* At first glance, there are many verses in the
Quran that attribute human-like
characteristics to God . These attributes are
known as & .3 olizl



Anthropomorphism in the Quran

1. The Hand of God 4 &
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“..The Hand of God is over their hands...”-
Quran 48:10



Anthropomorphism in the Quran

* 2. The Face of God 4l 4
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“To God belong the East and the West.
Wherever you turn, there is the Face of God...”
Quran 2:115
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* 3. The Eye of God il ;s
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“Build the Ark before Our Eyes and by Our
Revelation...”- Quran 11:37
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* 4. Mounting the Throne _i i e ¢l gy
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“The Compassionate mounted the Throne.”
Quran 20:5



Anthropomorphism in the Quran

* Traditionalistic views and argumentations

* Drawing authority solely from divine
revelation, tradition and the teachings of al-
salaf, i.e., the traditionists of past generations,
the basic traditionalist stance was to accept
the anthropomorphic accounts literally.



Anthropomorphism in the Quran

* Traditionalistic creeds often open with the
statement, “We believe in what is written in
the Quran and Sunnah. We do not interpret
the text.

 The traditionalists, who considered
themselves followers of the early traditionists,
based their teachings on a devout adherence
to the texts.



Anthropomorphism in the Quran

* They called their conviction “affirmation” wLil
and never “anthropomorphism «..:3, hence
the name they gave themselves, “the people
who affirm [God’s attributes]” L3yl i

* The basic argument justifying the acceptance
of anthropomorphic accounts is a total

commitment to God’s own description of
Himself.



Anthropomorphism in the Quran

* Hence, rejecting these accounts would equal a
rejection of God’s own description of Himself

in the Quran.

* Traditionalists later developed their argument
by asserting that the acceptance of
anthropomorphic accounts must be
accompanied by the expression “without
asking how” s 3.



Anthropomorphism in the Quran

* This instruction is illustrated by the following
saying by Malik b. Anas (d. 179/796): “The
sitting on the Throne is known (from the

Quranic verses), but the way it is actually done
is unknown. Believing it is obligatory, and

questioning it is an undesirable innovation”



Anthropomorphism in the Quran

e The Rationalistic Stand

 The rationalists, preferring human reason to
revelation and tradition in several theological
issues, perceived the anthropomorphic verses
in the Quran as allegorical or figurative

accounts meant to symbolize God’s attributes
and actions.
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* The rationale behind these interpretations
arises from the rationalists’ anxious defense of
God’s absolute otherness and transcendence,
along with a negation of any similarity
between the Creator and the creation.

* The rationalist stance towards the
anthropomorphic hadith account was a
mixture of rejection and ridicule.
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e The Asha’ri Stance

 The Ash’ari solution to the problem of the
anthropomorphic accounts in the Quran and
hadith was an acceptance of all
anthropomorphic accounts, including those
rejected by the rationalists, while employing
the means of figurative interpretation.




Anthropomorphism in the Quran

e Like earlier traditionalists, the Ash’aris added
the formula s % not, however, in the
straightforward traditionalistic sense of
“without asking how” or “without a further
comment,” but more in the sense of “without
attributing physical characteristics” to God,
thus applying transcendentalism



Anthropomorphism in the Quran

e 1. The Hand of God .l .

u&&eﬁwwﬁwmwwwu w_b,wuw.uw\
A..V.a.’ B u&a \.wu
“Truly those who pledge aIIeglance to you
pledge allegiance to God. The Hand of God is

over their hands. And whoever reneges, reneges
only to his determinant...”- Quran 48:10



Anthropomorphism in the Quran

* The pledge of allegiance is widely known as
the Pledge of Good Pleasure ol Ji dny

* The Hand of God is interpreted as a reference
to one of God’s attributes, such as Power,
which is associated with God’s Hand.
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“The Jews say, ‘God’s Hand is shackled.’
Shackled are their hands, and they are cursed
for what they say. Nay, but His two Hands are

outstretched...” Quran 5:64



Anthropomorphism in the Quran

* Miserliness is clearly the intended meaning
here, and those who make this statement are
suggesting that God withholds His Provision

and His Bounty, at least to them.

* The claim that God’s Hand is shackled is then
contrasted with the image of His two Hands
outstretched, that is, open and giving as He
bestows as He wills.
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* |f God’s Hand can be seen as a metaphor and
symbol for the blessings He bestows, then His
two Hands might be a metaphor for two
different kinds of blessings God might bestow.



Anthropomorphism in the Quran

» 2. The Face of God il 4
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“To God belong the East and the West.
Wherever you turn, there is the Face of God...”
Quran 2:115



Anthropomorphism in the Quran

e Some scholars maintain that the Face of God
is a reference to His Essence or Self.

* The face of anything is the point of
Interaction.

 Wherever you turn, you can interact with God
and engage with Him
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“Everything will perish except for His Face...”
Quran 28:88
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“What is meant is that everything will perish
except for His religion.” — Imam Ali (a.s)
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“We are the Face through which God is
reached.”- Imam al-Sajjad (a.s)



Anthropomorphism in the Quran

 There is a narration in the Sunni books of
hadith such as Sahih al-Bukhari that quotes
the Prophet (saw) to have said:
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“God created Adam according to His image”.
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| asked Imam al-Ridha (a.s): People narrate from
the Prophet to have said: God has created Adam
according to His image! The Imam said: May
God kill curse them; they have omitted the
beginning of the hadith.
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Anthropomorphism in the Quran

The Messenger of God passed by two men who

were swearing at eac
them saying to the ot

n other. He heard one of

ner: May God make your

face and whoever looks like you ugly. The
Prophet said: O servant of God! Don’t say this to
your brother for God the Almighty has created
Adam according to his image (meaning Adam
looks like the one you are swearing at).
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» 3. The Eye of God 4l ;¢
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“Build the Ark before Our Eyes and by Our
Revelation...”- Quran 11:37



Anthropomorphism in the Quran

 “Before Our Eyes” is a figurative manner of
saying that God will watch over and protect
Noah’s building of the Ark

* “by Our Revelation” means that God
instructed Noah how to build the Ark.
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* 4. Mounting the Throne i | s ¢l suy)
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“The Compassionate mounted the Throne.”
Quran 20:5



Anthropomorphism in the Quran

* Since mounting the Throne suggests the
physical movement and location of a body,
while God has no body, many commentators
note that this phrase is a symbol for God’s
demonstration of His Sovereignty over His
creation.



The Visibility of God
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The Visibility of God

* “And when Moses came to Our appointed
meeting and His Lord spoke to him, he said,
‘My Lord, show me, that | might look at You’.

t
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He said: ‘You shall never see Me, but look at

ne mountain, if it remains firm in its place,

nen you will see Me’. And when his Lord

manifested Himself to the mountain, He made
it crumble to dust...” Quran 7:143



The Visibility of God

* This verse speaks directly to the issue of the
human inability to “see” God.

* Moses knew that God transcended all form
and corporeality and thus could not be seen
physically.

* He poses this question to God only to satisfy
the Israelites who had pressured him to ask



The Visibility of God
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“And when you said, ‘O Moses, we will not
believe you till we see God openly...” Quran 2:55



The Visibility of God

 The crumbling of the mountain indicates that
seeing God with the physical eye is as
impossible as the mountains being able to
withstand God’s Self-Manifestation

* |t demonstrates the annihilating power of that
vision, since even the mountain, so much
larger and stronger than Moses himself, was
incapable of bearing it.



The Visibility of God
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The Visibility of God

Dhi’lib al-Yamani asked the Commander of the
-aithful (a.s) whether he had seen God, when

ne replied, "Do | worship one whom | have not
seen?" Then he inquired, "How have you seen
Him?"




The Visibility of God
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Eyes cannot see Him face to face, but hearts
perceive Him through the realities of belief.



The Visibility of God
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He is near to things but not through physical
proximity. He is far from them but not by
separation.



The Visibility of God
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“He is a speaker, but not with reflection. He
intends, but not with preparation. He molds, but
not with (the assistance of) limbs.”



The Visibility of God

2 - s - 28 - - 0 2 - s - 28 - - 0 2 - s - 28 -
el gt Y e WAL G Y S UL G g Y k]
¢ dw L

“He is subtle but cannot be attributed with
being concealed. He is great but cannot be

attributed with haughtiness. He sees but cannot
be attributed with the sense (of sight).”



The Visibility of God
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“He is Merciful but cannot be attributed with
weakness of heart. Faces feel low before His

greatness and hearts tremble out of fear of
Him.”



