God and His Attributes

Lesson 2: God’s Attributes
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God’s Attributes

* Theologians have divided the attributes of
God into two main categories:

— 1. The affirmative attributes is s wlizll
— 2. The negative attributes i JL.Jl ol



God’s Attributes

1. The affirmative attributes are also called
iJld il ‘the attributes of beauty’.

 These are the attributes of perfection that we
ascribe to God’s essence and actions

* They include attributes like oneness,
knowledge, power, life, awareness, wisdom,
sustenance, and truthfulness etc.



God’s Attributes

* The affirmative attributes are further divided
into two subgroups:

— 1. God’s inherent attributes is\il olizll are the
attributes we can understand just by studying God,
without looking at His relation to anything

— 2. God’s relational attributes il izl are the
attributes we can understand only after analyzing
God’s relation to His creatures. For instance, He is not
a “creator” until He has made something, though He
does have the knowledge and power to create before
He creates.



God’s Attributes

* The negative attributes are also referred to as
iJIYE wliell ‘the attributes of majesty’

* These are the attributes of imperfection and
limitation that we negate from God and are
beneath His majesty.

* These attributes include partnership,
physicality, visibility, etc



God’s Attributes

 The Holy Quran alludes to this classification:
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“Blessed is the Name of your Lord, Possessed of
Majesty and Honor.” Quran 55:78



God’s Attributes

* The phrase Js s3 refers to His attributes of
e whereby we negate all imperfection from
Him

* The word s sy, refers to His attributes of Ju

whereby we ascribe to Him all qualities of
perfection and beauty.



God’s Attributes

* The most emphasized inherent attribute of
God is His “oneness”

 Some theologians have mentioned
approximately 13 aspects of tawhid



God’s Attributes

* 1. The Oneness of His Essence o\l u> o
e Story from the Battle of the Camel

eM\wWﬁ\\ﬂiglM\eﬁe\ﬁ Lol &1 O
Jozed JB u g dlll OF J 5T s {1 el | JL23
oo 1 el ad o6 5 L gl o1 L1 B ade oLl
S OB 6525 pin 51 sl JUiD A s 1
eﬂ\ycgfgﬂ\ﬁg\)&mo.\aﬁ



God’s Attributes

* A Bedouin approached Imam Ali during the Battle
of the Camel and asked, “Do you say that God is
One?”. The Imam’s companions objected to him,
saying: "lIs it the proper time for such talks? Don’t
vou see that the Commander of the Faithful is
busy in handling the affairs of the war?" Thus
they attempted to take him away from Imam and
hinder him from continuing his talk. However the
Imam said: Let him speak, what this Bedouin is
seeking is the very thing we demand from these
people whom we are fighting with



God’s Attributes
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“O Bedouin! To say that God is one has four
(possible) meanings, two of which are not
permissible concerning God, the Mighty and
Majestic, and two of which are established
concerning Him."



God’s Attributes
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God’s Attributes

 "As for the two which are not permissible concerning
Him, (the first is) the saying of him who says 'one' and
has in mind the category of numbers. Now this is not
permissible, for that which has no second does not
enter into the category of numbers. Have you not seen
that he who says that He is 'the third of three is of the

unbelievers?

 And (the second is like) the saying of him who says
(concerning a man), 'He is one of mankind', meaning
that he is one kind within the species . This is not
permissible because it is a comparison, and our Lord is
greater than that and high above it."



God’s Attributes
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God’s Attributes

"As for the two meanings which are established
concerning Him,

(the first is) the saying of him who says, 'He is
one, there is no likeness unto Him among things.’
Such is our Lord.

And (the second is) the saying of him who says,
'Surely He, the Mighty and Majestic, is single in
meaning , intending by that that He is not divided
by existence, the power of reason, or
imagination. Such is our Lord, the Mighty and
Majestic."



God’s Attributes

* How can we know He is one?

— If all existing things were created by more than
one being there would be large discrepancies in
their structure, function, properties, and the laws
that govern them

— No such discrepancy is observed

— The unity in creation reflects the oneness of the
Creator.

— Conclusion: only one being must have created all
things



God’s Attributes

— An infinite being is one by definition

— It is a logical impossibility to claim the existence of
multiple infinite and unlimited beings.

— Whenever there are two entities, they have to
have some similarity but at least some distinction
that necessitates being called two and not one.

— Even if you perceive them as exactly the same
they are different because they occupy different
spaces.



God’s Attributes

* How can we know He is indivisible?
— If a being is divisible it is dependent on its parts
— God is independent and needless by definition
— Conclusion: God cannot be composed of parts



God’s Attributes

* 2. The Oneness of His Attributes oliz)l > o

 The Oneness of God’s Attributes has two
meanings:
— 1. God has no equal in His Attributes, because:

* Firstly, the Attributes of God are of Him and no one has
bestowed them upon Him.

» Secondly, His Attributes of Perfection are infinite and
limitless.



God’s Attributes

— 2. The Attributes of Perfection of God are identical
with His Essence. That is, although they differ in
terms of meaning (o 4gis), in terms of its external
reality it is one.



God’s Attributes
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“God, the Almighty and the Glorious, was our Lord
even at a time when Knowledge was His Essence and
there was nothing to be known, Hearing was His
Essence and there was no audible thing, seeing was His
Essence and there was no visible thing, and Power was
His essence and there was nothing to overpower.”-
Imam al-Sadiq



God’s Attributes
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“And the perfection of believing in His Oneness
is to regard Him as Pure, and the perfection of
His purity is to deny Him attributes...”- Imam Alj



God’s Attributes

e 3. Heis the sole Creator
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“He who creates every thing and determines its

nature in accordance with [His own] design”
Quran 25:2

“Say: "God is the Creator of all things”
Quran 13:16



God’s Attributes

* 4 Heis the sole sovereign
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 “Say: O God, Possessor of sovereignty, you

give sovereignty to whom you wish and strip
of sovereignty whom you wish.” Surah 3:26



God’s Attributes

* 5. Heis the sole manager of affairs
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“who made earth level for you, and the sky like a
dome, who sent down water from the sky and
then by means of the water, brought forth of its
fruits to sustain you. So do not make partners for
him, when you know [all this].” Surah 2:22



God’s Attributes

* 6. Heis the sole being worthy of being
worshipped
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“Is there a god other God? He is exalted above
their polytheism.” Surah 27:63

the sentence “lg ilaha illa Allah” reflects this
level



God’s Attributes

e 7. Heis the sole object of worship
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“We sent a }nessenger io evefy peob}e with the
message, “Worship God, and avoid evil.” Surah

16:36
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“You alone do we worship and from you alone
do we seek help.” 1:5



God’s Attributes

* 8. Heis the only one to obey
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“O You who believe! Obey God and obey his
messenger and those invested with power over
you.” Quran 4:59



God’s Attributes

* 9. Heis the sole source of help
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“You alone do we worship and from you alone
do we seek help.” Quran 1:5



God’s Attributes

* 10. He is the sole one to rely upon
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“Upon God alone must people rely.” Quran
14:12



God’s Attributes

e 11. He is the sole one to fear
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For those who fear their Lord despite his
concealment [from them], there is absolution
and great reward. Quran 67:12



God’s Attributes

 12. He is the sole source of hope
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“Do not lose hope in the mercy of God. Only

people who reject faith lose hope in the mercy of
God.” Quran 12:87



God’s Attributes

e 13. Heis the sole one to love
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“O you who have believe, whoever of you should
revert from his religion — God will bring forth [in
place of them] a people He will love and who will
love Him.” Quran 5:54



Polytheism

Considered the greatest and only unforgivable
sin.
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“Behold, Lugman said to his son advising him "O
my dear son! Do not associate partners with God

for surely polytheism is a great injustice.” Quran
31:13



Polytheism
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“God does not forgive that any partner should

be ascribed to Him, but He forgives anything

besides that to whomever he wishes.” Quran
4:48



Polytheism

* People were originally monotheists, then
devolved into polytheism

* What causes people to believe in multiple
gods?



Polytheism

Materialism:

— e.g. Israelites demanded to see the God of Moses
in 2:55
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And remember you said: "O Moses! We shall never
believe in you until we see God manifestly,"” but you

were dazed with thunder and lighting even as you
looked on.



Polytheism

— e.g. this tendency led the Israelites to accept the
golden calf as a god in 20:88
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Then he brought out (of the fire) before the (people)
the image of a calf: It seemed to low: so they said:
This is your god, and the god of Moses, but (Moses)

has forgotten!"



Polytheism

* Physical height confused with perfection:

— they thought the higher something is, the more
lofty and perfect it is

— the sun, moon, and stars were the “highest”
things they knew

— so they assumed them to be gods. See 27:24



Polytheism

* Corrupted beliefs in angels and jinn:

— the prophets had taught them about these
creatures

— they did not have direct access to them
— they began to think they are children of God

— they thought children of God would be able to
intercede with God



Polytheism

— eventually they began worshipping them as
independent gods
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Yet they make the Jinns equals with God, though
God did create the Jinns; and they falsely, having no
knowledge, attribute to Him sons and daughters.
Praise and glory be to Him! (for He is) above what
they attribute to Him! Quran 6:100



Polytheism

* Corrupted belief in intercession:
— the prophets had taught them about intercession
— they began to appoint their own intercessors

— these intercessors eventually became gods
|
“They serve, besides God, things that hurt them not

nor profit them, and they say: "These are our
intercessors with God.”. Quran 10:18



Polytheism

* Misinterpretation of supernatural abilities:

—1
t
—1

ney witnessed Jesus give life to the dead and heal
ne sick

ney witnessed ‘Uzayr rise after being dead 100

years

— because they could not explain these events, they
assumed they were gods, sons of God



Polytheism
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“The Jews call 'Uzair a son of God, and the
Christians call Christ the son of God. That is a
saying from their mouth; (in this) they but
imitate what the unbelievers of old used to say.
God's curse be on them: how they are deluded

away from the Truth!” Quran 9:30



Polytheism

* Divine right of kings
— rulers claim divine right to legitimize their rule
— they then put themselves forward as intercessors
— over time they claimed to be a god
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— “Saying, "I am your Lord, Most High” Quran 79:24



Polytheism

 Hunger for power:

— Some individuals sought to empower themselves
by creating a god to whom they had special access
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“He replied: "I saw what they saw not: so | took a
handful (of dust) from the footprint of the
Messenger, and threw it (into the calf): thus did my
soul suggest to me." Quran 20:96



Polytheism

Inferiority complex:

— impressed by advanced civilizations, they wished to
assimilate their culture and with it their religious
traditions
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We took the Children of Israel (with safety) across the
sea. They came upon a people devoted entirely to some
idols they had. They said: "O Moses! fashion for us a god
like unto the gods they have." He said: "Surely ye are a
people without knowledge.



Polytheism

* Cultural pride:

—religion is seen as a matter of cultural pride
not a reflection of reality
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And he said: "For you, ye have taken (for
worship) idols besides God, out of mutual love

and regard between yourselves in this life;”
Quran 29:25



